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US investigating claims of civilian deaths 

Military confirms airstrike during operation against Taliban in Helmand province of Afghanistan 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The military is 
investigating claims that a US. airstrike 
in southern Afghanistan killed dozens of 
civilians, including children and elderly 


people, officials said Wednesday. 

Military officials in Kabul confirmed 
that U.S. aircraft conducted a strike in 
Helmand province’s Garmsir district on 
Tuesday as Afghan special forces and their 
US. advisers battled Taliban fighters. Offi¬ 


cials were still trying on Wednesday to de¬ 
termine whether civilians were among the 
dead, a military statement said. 

If proven, the deaths would add to a spike 
in civilian casualties caused by airstrikes. 
A rise in civilian deaths documented by the 


United Nations this year has corresponded 
with a surge in US. bombings. 

Tuesday’s fatalities included children 
and the elderly, said Abdul Wadoud, a 
Helmand lawmaker. 

SEE CIVILIAN ON PAGE 7 



Native American soldiers celebrate culture at powwow in Kuwait 

Page 3 


Army Pfc. Loretta Menchaca, 21 , dances during a powwow at Camp Buehring in Kuwait on 
Tuesday. Dancing was an unexpected chance to show her peers the importance of her American 
Indian identity, said Menchaca, a cook with the 395th Ordnance Company out of Wisconsin. 
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An F-35B Ughtning II 
refuels at Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma, 
Okinawa, on Tuesday. 

Laura GAUNA/Courtesy of the 
U.S. Marine Corps 



F-35B makes inaugural landing at Futenma 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

An F-35B Lighting II has land¬ 
ed at Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma, marking the advanced 
stealth jet’s first visit to the Oki¬ 
nawa base. 

U.S. Forces Japan released a 
photograph of the aircraft from 
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 
121 — the “Green Knights” — at 
Futenma on Tuesday. 


“An F-35B landing at MCAS 
Futenma demonstrates the air 
warfighting capability, operation¬ 
al flexibility and tactical suprem¬ 
acy that this platform brings to 
the Indo-Pacific region, our al¬ 
lies and our partners,” the photo’s 
caption said. 

The short takeoff/vertical land¬ 
ing F-35Bs have been operating 
out of Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni since January 2017 and 


have notched a number of mile¬ 
stones, including their first opera¬ 
tions last spring from the Sasebo, 
Japan-based USS Wasp amphibi¬ 
ous assault ship. 

Meanwhile, the Japan Air Self- 
Defense Force began flying its 
first F-35As, which perform con¬ 
ventional takeoffs and landings, 
from Misawa Air Base on north¬ 
ern Honshu in January. 

Japan had planned to buy 42 


F-35As to replace its fleet of 60- 
year-old F-4 Phantom II jets. 
However, the U.S. ally is in the 
market for another 100 F-35s to 
replace aging F-15s, according to 
a Wednesday report in the Nikkei 
Asian Review. 

Japan’s government is con¬ 
cerned about China’s growing 
military might and has faced 
pressure from President Donald 
Trump, who wants Japan to buy 


more U.S. military gear to balance 
trade between the two countries. 

Experts have speculated that 
Japan could upgrade its massive 
helicopter destroyers — the JS 
Izumo and JS Kaga — to carry 
F-35BS. Nikkei reported that F- 
35Bs were part of the purchase 
plan and that the ships would be 
revamped to accommodate them. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Army Pfc. Loretta Menchaca dances during a powwow at Camp Buehring in Kuwait on Tuesday. 

Powwow in Kuwait allows Native American soldiers to honor heritage 



Army Pfc. Tayshaun Mingo, left, and Capt. Warren Queton compete to stay on an 
increasingly fast beat on a buffalo hide drum. 


By J.P. Lawrence 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait — Soldiers 
beat heavy thumps on a traditional buffalo 
hide drum as an Army private danced in 
her rainbow-colored dress at a powwow at 
Camp Buehring in Kuwait. 

The powwow Tuesday was a chance 
for deployed Native American soldiers to 
honor their heritage and share it with oth¬ 
ers, said Capt. Warren Queton, a member 
of the Kiowa nation and the commander of 
the 1245th Transportation Company out of 
Oklahoma. 

In August, members of Oklahoma City 
University’s Native American Society do¬ 
nated their drum to allow National Guards¬ 
men deploying from their state to have a 
powwow in Kuwait. 

“Tribal people are vanishing from this 
earth,” Queton, 37, said. “We have to main¬ 
tain our identity to preserve who we are.” 

About 9,000 Native Americans serve 
in the armed forces. They have the high¬ 
est number of servicemembers per capita 
compared with other ethnic groups, ac¬ 
cording to military statistics. 

The powwow was a chance to show the 
importance of the American Indian identi¬ 
ty, said Pfc. Tayshaun Mingo, 21, from the 
114th Field Artillery Regiment. Mingo, a 
member of the Choctaw tribe, said he grew 
up attending powwows but didn’t think 
he’d be the drummer at one so far away 
from his home in Kansas. 

“I didn’t expect to be doing a powwow in 


Kuwait,” he said. 

One of the dancers. Army Pfc. Loretta 
Menchaca, 21, had her white dress with 
streaming rainbow tassels shipped to Ku¬ 
wait from her hometown of Keshena, Wis. 
The day of the dance, she peeked out the 
door of the hangar at the soldiers walking 


in for the ceremony. She usually doesn’t 
talk to people about being Native Ameri¬ 
can, said Menchaca, a cook with the 395th 
Ordnance Company out of Wisconsin. 

The prospect of telling everyone — 
through dance — about her heritage as a 
member of the Menominee nation made 



Soldiers at Camp Buehring in Kuwait 
hosted a powwow with a traditional 
buffalo hide drum donated by Oklahoma 
City University’s Native American Society. 

her nervous. Then she whirled around the 
drum as Queton and others beat a steady 
rhythm for several dances. 

“I started dancing when I could walk. 
I’ve been dancing for about 21 years,” 
Menchaca said. 

Near the end of the ceremony, Menchaca 
invited other soldiers to join a friendship 
round dance, in which men and women 
lock their arms and shuffle in a circle in 
time to the beat. She led them through the 
steps, with the soldiers mimicking her with 
varying levels of success. 

She hugged her friends after the final 
beat of the last dance. No longer nervous, 
Menchaca said she was glad because 
she was able to educate others about her 
heritage. 

Iawrence.ip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @jplawrence3 

















Page 4 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, November 29,2018 


PACIFIC 


$100M suit 
dismissed in 
recruit death 


USS Ashland 
wraps up Yutu 
recovery work 


A landing craft utility vessel from the USS Ashland heads toward 
Saipan to assist with typhoon recovery efforts. 



Joshua MoRTENSEN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

The USS Ashland recently 
completed a 17-day stint helping 
the Northern Marianas recover 
from Super Typhoon Yutu, the 
strongest storm ever to strike the 
Pacific islands. 

The crew of the Ashland — an 
amphibious dock landing ship 
based in Sasebo, Japan — pitched 
in alongside local authorities, the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the Guam Air and Army 
National Guards and other ser¬ 
vice branches to provide storm 
cleanup, drinking water and tem¬ 
porary shelter for locals, a recent 
Navy statement said. 

The Ashland arrived in the 
Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, a U.S. territory. 


on Nov. 3, nine days after Yutu 
passed directly over Tinian, leav¬ 
ing hundreds of destroyed homes 
in its wake. 

Tinian and Saipan took the 
brunt of the storm, leaving about 
2,000 residents without power or 
running water. 

“I can only hope that our ef¬ 
forts and the continued efforts 
of all other branches of service 
can bring a sense of ease to the 
citizens of Saipan and Tinian 
during this time of hardship,” the 
Ashland’s commanding officer, 
Cmdr. Patrick German, said in 
the statement. 

The Ashland’s sailors and Ma¬ 
rines, who departed the islands 
on Nov. 20, were among more 
than 800 servicemembers from 
across all military branches 
working on relief efforts in the af¬ 


termath of Yutu, according to the 
Navy statement. 

Nearly 160 sailors. Marines 
and Guam Army National Guard 
soldiers cleared more than 150 
miles of debris along common¬ 
wealth roads and distributed more 
than 300,000 gallons of drinking 
water, the statement said. About 
400 tents were erected to serve as 
temporary housing in Saipan and 
Tinian. 

Yutu, the equivalent of a Cat¬ 
egory 5 hurricane, packed winds 
of up to 180 mph. It was the 
strongest storm to hit a U.S. ter¬ 


ritory this year and the stron¬ 
gest ever to strike the Northern 
Marianas when it made landfall 
Oct. 25, according to the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 

In early September, the Ash¬ 
land joined in relief efforts in the 
aftermath of Typhoon Mangkhut, 
which also struck the Northern 
Marianas. 

The Ashland served as a refu¬ 
eling station for Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron 25. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 


Detroit Free Press 

DETROIT — A federal judge 
in Detroit on Tuesday dismissed 
a $100 million lawsuit against the 
U.S. Marine Corps brought by the 
family of Raheel Siddiqui, who 
died in a fall from a stairwell at 
the Marines’ Parris Island, S.C., 
boot camp in April 2016. 

In dismissing the Siddiqui fam¬ 
ily’s case, U.S. District Judge Ar¬ 
thur Tarnow said he was bound 
by federal precedent in cases in¬ 
volving liability stemming from 
harm to military personnel de¬ 
spite expressing “strong reserva¬ 
tions” about it. 

Thefamily—contacted through 
its lawyer, Shiraz Khan, of South- 
field, Mich. — didn’t immediately 
respond to the decision. 

It is the latest chapter in a case 
that, from the start, has received 
international attention, leading, 
in part, to the court-martial of 
Siddiqui’s drill instructor and 
several investigations into recruit 
hazing and abuse at the famed 
boot camp. 

Siddiqui, 20, was a former vale¬ 
dictorian at Truman High in Tay¬ 
lor, Mich., when he entered the 
Marine Corps. 
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AFRICOM boss in Somalia for high-level talks 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — America’s 
top commander for Africa made a rare 
visit to war-torn Somalia, meeting with 
local leaders to discuss security in a coun¬ 
try where US. forces quietly serve in a 
fight against militants. 

US. Africa Command Gen. Thomas 
Waldhauser also met Tuesday with the 
newly appointed US. ambassador to Soma¬ 
lia, Donald Yamamoto, who is in the pro¬ 
cess of establishing a permanent American 
diplomatic mission. 

A decade ago, such high-level talks inside 
Somalia involving top American officials 
were virtually unthinkable. US. military 
operations in the country were still a close¬ 
ly guarded secret and diplomatic efforts 
were minimal, given the widespread chaos 
in the country and the lack of a central 


government. 

However, Somalia has emerged as AF- 
RICOM’s main focus during the past three 
years as the military carries out regular 
airstrikes against Islamic militants in the 
country. US. special operations troops also 
serve on the front lines as advisers to gov¬ 
ernment forces. 

“AFRICOM and the Department of State 
are working as part of a substantial inter¬ 
national security assistance effort in sup¬ 
port of our Somali partners,” Waldhauser 
said in a statement. 

The anticipated departure in 2020 of a 
multinational African force, which has led 
the decadelong battle in Somalia against 
the insurgent al-Shabab group, has added a 
sense of urgency to the American mission. 
The U.S. campaign in Somalia is part of a 
push to ready government forces to lead 
the fight once the African Union ends its 
deployment. 


Waldhauser, whose last public visit to 
Somalia was in May 2017, met with Presi¬ 
dent Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, who 
is a dual U.S. citizen, and Somali defense 
officials, AFRICOM said. 

In Somalia, government corruption is 
widespread and clan rivalries have long 
confounded attempts to impose order. But 
while the nation routinely ranks as one of 
the most corrupt on Earth, Waldhauser 
said the government has been making 
“measurable progress and it’s clear they 
are dedicated to reaching the goal of a safe, 
stable and prosperous Somalia.” 

In Africa, the U.S. will be reducing its 
force by 10 percent during the next three 
years as the military focuses more on 
countering Russia and China. However, the 
mission in Somalia will remain unchanged, 
the Pentagon said earlier this month. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: (i>john_vandiver 



Nick ScoTT/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Gen. Thomas Waldhauser, center, head of 
U.S. Africa Command, speaks with U.S. 
Ambassador to Somalia Donald Yamamoto 
in Mogadishu, Somalia, on Tuesday. 


USO event brings ‘a touch of home’ to Hawaii-based troops 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHATTER, Hawaii — USO Ha¬ 
waii will host events on Oahu throughout 
December to bring a bit of extra cheer to 
servicemembers separated from friends 
and family during the holiday season. 

Holidays for Heroes is intended to 


bring “a touch of home” to soldiers. Ma¬ 
rines, airmen and sailors serving in Ha¬ 
waii, said Alesha Burkeen, a USO Hawaii 
spokeswoman. 

“We know how hard it can be for our ser¬ 
vicemembers stationed overseas to be sep¬ 
arated from family during the holidays,” 
she said. “And we’ve made it our mission 
to bring as much holiday joy as we can to 


them with events, food and gifts to those 
not going home this year.” 

This is the first time USO Hawaii has 
participated in the annual program, which 
began as an effort to deliver gifts to ser¬ 
vicemembers downrange at remote loca¬ 
tions throughout the Middle East. 

Among the scheduled free events are a 
water park excursion, breakfast with Dis¬ 


ney characters, contests, organized sports 
games and a Christmas Day dinner. 

Information about all events is available 
online at USO Hawaii’s Facebook page. 
The event schedule and offerings are sub¬ 
ject to change. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter; @WyattWOison 
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Coordination sought on toxic exposure study 

National Academy of Sciences calls for agencies to track health woes for veterans, families 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Nation¬ 
al Academy of Sciences called 
on federal agencies Wednesday 
to launch a new, coordinated ef¬ 
fort to monitor and research 
the health of Gulf War and post- 
9/11 veterans affected by toxic 
exposures, as well as track the 
health of their living and future 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

The recommendation came in 
a new report from the Committee 
on Gulf War and Health, which 
was tasked by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs with reviewing 
existing scientific research on 
toxic exposures to find areas that 
need more study. 

The committee spent two years 
looking through more than 4,000 
papers on toxic exposures written 
by VA, Defense Department and 
outside researchers. What they 


Air defense 
artillery unit 
activates in 
Germany 

By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

The Army activated a new 
short-range air defense unit in 
Germany, the first such unit sta¬ 
tioned in the country since the 
end of the Cold War drawdown. 

The 5th Battalion, 4th Air De¬ 
fense Artillery Regiment was 
activated at Shipton Kaserne in 
Ansbach, Army officials in Ger¬ 
many said Wednesday. 

Commanded by Lt. Col. Todd 
Daniels, the unit falls under the 
10th Army Air and Missile De¬ 
fense Command and will con¬ 
sist of five battery-level units 
equipped with FIM-92 Stinger 
missiles. 

Army Guard units on rotation 
in Europe have been training 
with the Stinger missile system 
for months, but the regiment will 
be the only unit stationed indefi¬ 
nitely on the Continent that also 
employs the Avenger Air Defense 
system, an automated, mobile fire 
unit. 

The main purpose of light, 
shoulder-fired anti-aircraft mis¬ 
siles is to defend against low- 
flying helicopters, especially 
gunships targeting infantry, tanks 
and armored personnel carriers. 

The activation is part of a larg¬ 
er troop boost announced last 
summer that will result in about 
1,500 more soldiers and their 
families being stationed in Eu¬ 
rope by 2020. 

Along with the new regiment, 
Europe is slated to host a new 
field artillery brigade headquar- 


found was a lack of information 
about how servicemembers’ ex¬ 
posures affect their descendants. 

Servicemembers in the Gulf 
War and post-9/11 generation 
have been at risk for exposure to 
chemical and biological agents, 
smoke from burn pits and oil-well 
fires and depleted uranium. Some 
evidence exists of links between 
those exposures and develop¬ 
mental problems in their descen¬ 
dants, as well as low birth weight, 
preterm birth and childhood leu¬ 
kemia, the committee found. 

“This is an area where evi¬ 
dence is very hard to collect,” 
said Kenneth Ramos, the com¬ 
mittee chairman and professor 
of medicine at the University of 
Arizona Health Sciences. 

The committee envisions a fu¬ 
ture program that would monitor 
servicemembers’ health from re¬ 
cruits through the remainder of 
their lives. For children, health 


ters and two Multiple Launch 
Rocket System battalions. 

The Continent will also gain 
additional supporting units at 
Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels and 
Baumholder. 

The overseas force structure 
change is a result of the 2017 
National Defense Authorization 
Act, which directs the Army to 
increase its numbers. 

“The addition of these forces 
increases U.S. Army readiness in 
Europe and ensures we are better 
able to respond to any crisis,” U.S. 
Army Europe said in a statement 
over the summer. 

With the exception of the 4th 
ADA Regiment, the first of those 


monitoring would begin in the 
womb. 

Committee members described 
it as an expensive undertaking 
that would require vast resources 
and collaboration between the 
Defense Department and the VA. 
They predicted ethical challenges 
with collecting data from partici¬ 
pants during their lifetimes. 

It’s up to government agen¬ 
cies to decide whether to follow 
through on the committee’s rec¬ 
ommendation. The support and 
help of large veterans organiza¬ 
tions would be “absolutely essen¬ 
tial,” Ramos said. 

“In the end, VA and veterans 
must weigh the risk of conducting 
and participating in such research 
against the risk of not seeking an¬ 
swers,” the report reads. “Only 
VA, in consultation with veterans 
and their descendants, can make 
this decision.” 

The VA currently recognizes a 


Jason EppERSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


units to be activated, the Army 
has yet to designate names for the 
new units. 

In March, European Command 
chief Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti told 
Congress he needed an Army 
fires brigade added to the perma¬ 
nent force structure in Europe. 

A month later, the National 
Guard’s South Carolina-based 
678th Air Defense Artillery Bri¬ 
gade was deployed to Germany 
on a rotational basis. They were 
replaced Wednesday by the Na¬ 
tional Guard’s Ohio-based 174th 
ADA Brigade. 

morris.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wiliatstripes 


link between toxic exposures and 
birth defects for descendants of 
Vietnam War veterans. Enough 
evidence exists to connect spina 
bifida, in which a developing ba¬ 
by’s spinal cord fails to develop 
properly, to parents’ Agent Or¬ 
ange exposure in Vietnam. Those 
descendants are eligible for VA 
benefits. 

Benefits are also available to 
children of women who served 
in Vietnam and suffer from birth 
defects such as congenital heart 
disease, a cleft palate and hip 
dysplasia, among others. 

Toxic exposures in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as the Agent Orange 
of the most recent generation of 
veterans. 

In 2013, the VA created a burn 
pit registry to track exposures to 
airborne toxins, but some stake¬ 
holders, including Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan Veterans of America, 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Eligible 
servicemembers have just over 
a month to decide whether they 
want to opt into a new retirement 
system or remain in the legacy 
plan. 

The Department of Defense’s 
Uniformed Services Blended Re¬ 
tirement System became avail¬ 
able Jan. 1. The system combines 
automatic and matching contri¬ 
butions to a servicemember’s 
Thrift Savings Plan, continuation 
pay and monthly pay upon retire¬ 
ment, according to the Defense 
Department. 

Those who joined the military 
on or before Dec. 31, 2017, are 
grandfathered in the legacy high- 
3 retirement system, which re¬ 
quires servicemembers to serve 
for 20 years before they are eli¬ 
gible for benefits. 

Only 19 percent of active-duty 
and 14 percent of Reserve serve 
for at least 20 years to qualify for 
the legacy retirement benefit, ac¬ 
cording to informational slides on 
the BRS website. Under the BRS, 
85 percent of servicemembers 
will get retirement benefits after 
they serve at least two years. 

If members have served for 
less than 12 years before Dec. 31, 
2017, they can decide to keep their 
legacy retirement or opt into the 
new system. Those servicemem¬ 
bers have until Dec. 31 to make 
their final choice. 

Uniformed servicemembers 
who joined on or after Jan. 1,2018, 
have been automatically enrolled 
in the new retirement plan. 

“It is a highly personal choice 


argue the registry is underuti¬ 
lized. The group supports legis¬ 
lation in Congress, the Burn Pits 
Accountability Act, to increase 
efforts to monitor servicemem¬ 
bers’ toxic exposures in combat 
zones. 

During a conference call 
Wednesday about the new report, 
Ramos said the health monitoring 
program that the National Acad¬ 
emy of Sciences recommends is 
“badly needed” to answer ques¬ 
tions about toxic exposures. 

“The other aspect of this is that 
the beneficiaries of a program 
like this is not just going to be the 
military or veterans themselves; 
it’s going to be extremely impor¬ 
tant to our nation as a whole,” he 
said. 

“Given its importance, we need 
to make sure we all continue from 
here in meaningful ways.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 


to opt into BRS, with many fac¬ 
tors that can affect a member’s 
decision,” Jeri Busch, director 
of the Department of Defense’s 
Military Compensation Policy, 
told reporters Wednesday. 

The new system will allow 
servicemembers to have govern¬ 
ment-provided retirement ben¬ 
efits regardless of whether they 
serve four years or 20 years, she 
said. 

About 300,000 active. Re¬ 
serve, and National Guard mem¬ 
bers have chosen BRS, and over 
100,000 new servicemembers 
this year have been automatically 
enrolled, according to Busch. 

Although the blended system 
could have savings for the federal 
government in the long term, said 
Busch, it was “most specifically 
designed to be able to provide an 
early vested, portable” govern¬ 
ment retirement benefit, especial¬ 
ly for younger servicemembers. 

The Defense Department does 
not have a target for BRS mem¬ 
bership, she said, but has worked 
to provide information and re¬ 
sources for everyone eligible. 

If there is a surge of opt-ins be¬ 
fore the deadline, Busch said the 
online systems for the services, 
including myPay and Marine On¬ 
line, will be able to handle it. 

From now until the deadline, 
every eligible servicemember 
who has not made an opt-in deci¬ 
sion will be notified by the De¬ 
fense Finance and Accounting 
Services’ SmartDocs system, ac¬ 
cording to Busch, and remarks 
will be on Leave and Earning 
Statements. 

kenney.caltlin@str'ipes.c6m 

Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 



Deadline looms for 
new retirement plan 


An Avenger unit from 2nd Battalion, 263rd Air Defense Artillery 
Regiment fires a Stinger missile during Artemis Strike, a live-fire 
exercise at the NATO Missile Firing Installation on Crete on Nov. 

6, 2017, during their rotation in Europe. On Wednesday, the Army 
stood up a Short Range Air Defense unit in Germany. 
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Civilian: Airstrike 
casualties increase 



Abdul Khaliq/AP 


An injured boy receives treatment at a hospital after an airstrike in Helmand province, southern 
Afghanistan, on Wednesday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“Some of the bodies are un¬ 
recognizable,” he said in a phone 
interview. 

The strike was carried out 
against an insurgent position after 
Afghan and U.S. ground troops 
came under heavy machine-gun 
and rocket-propelled grenade fire 
from a compound in the area, the 
military said. 

“At the time of the strike, the 
ground force was unaware of any 
civilians in or around the com¬ 
pound,” the military statement 
said. “They only knew that the 
Taliban was using the building as 
a fighting position.” 

Militants had stockpiled am¬ 
munition in the area, which the 
military said could have caused 
civilian casualties. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban on 
Wednesday claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for an attack on the compound 
of security contractor G4S in 
Kabul, saying it was revenge for 
civilians killed in operations by 
Afghan and international forces, 
including in Helmand. 

The Associated Press reported 
that 10 people were killed and 19 
injured in the attack, which in¬ 
cluded a car bomb explosion and 
gunfire. 

The Helmand operation killed 


at least 16 Taliban fighters, Atta- 
hullah Afghan, head of the provin¬ 
cial council, told The Associated 
Press. But most of the casualties 
were civilians, he said. 

An Afghan investigation was 
underway, the AP reported, citing 
the provincial governor’s office. 

Casualty figures in the embat¬ 
tled southern province are dif¬ 
ficult to independently confirm, 
and Afghan officials sometimes 
inflate the numbers of enemy 
fighters killed or wounded. 

Helmand province has long 
been a Taliban stronghold and 
has been the bloodiest province 
for coalition forces during the 17- 
year war. 

Nearly 1,000 coalition troops 
— largely U.S. Marines and Brit¬ 
ish soldiers — have died fighting 
there since 2001. 

When the bulk of U.S. forces 
withdrew from the country in late 
2014, the coalition handed over 
its sprawling base in Helmand to 
government forces. As the Tal¬ 
iban gained ground in the follow¬ 
ing years and after they nearly 
seized the provincial capital in 
2016, U.S. soldiers deployed to 
bolster government forces. 

Since early 2017, several hun¬ 
dred Marines have been training 
Afghan army and police forces as 
they work to recapture districts 


lost to the insurgents. 

Late last year, after President 
Donald Trump announced plans 
for a reinvigorated strategy in 
Afghanistan, U.S. warplanes 
began striking drug labs and 
other targets in Helmand before 
expanding the operation to other 
provinces. Since then, there has 
been a sharp rise in airstrikes 
against Taliban insurgents as 
well as the Islamic State and al- 
Qaida terrorist groups. 

Airstrikes have caused more 


noncombatant deaths and injuries 
in the first nine months of 2018 
than during any similar period 
since the UN. began document¬ 
ing them in 2009. 

Airstrike casualties included 
313 dead and 336 wounded, a 39 
percent increase from the same 
period last year, a recent UN. re¬ 
port said. 

The UN. attributed just over 
half of the airstrike casualties to 
international forces — namely 
the US., which is the only for¬ 


eign country officially conduct¬ 
ing strikes — while Afghan 
forces were blamed for 38 per¬ 
cent. Another 11 percent were 
undetermined. 

Ground-based attacks by the 
Taliban and other militant groups 
have caused the majority of ci¬ 
vilian deaths, according to UN. 
reports. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 

weliman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwweilman 


Top diplomats at UN meeting offer support for Afghanistan 



Fabrice Coffrini/AP 


A^han President Ashraf Ghani speaks Wednesday during the United 
Nations Conference on Afghanistan in Geneva. 


By Jamey Keaten 
Associated Press 

GENEVA — Top diplomats 
from Russia, the United States 
and the European Union united 
Wednesday in support for the 
Afghan president’s efforts to sta¬ 
bilize his war-battered nation, 
saying progress has been made 
but more is needed, especially 
in areas of security, anti-corrup¬ 
tion and the push to launch peace 
talks with the Taliban. 

The statements came at a U.N.- 
backed conference in Geneva, 
where President Ashraf Ghani 
said he wanted to “specifically 
recognize the commitment in 
blood and treasure that the Unit¬ 
ed States has shown since 2001” 
in Afghanistan. 

Ghani called the U.S. its “key 
ally” and praised the Trump 
administration’s South Asia 
policy as a “game changer” for 
Afghanistan. 

The Geneva meeting aims to 
take stock of the Afghan govern¬ 
ment’s use of billions of dollars in 
foreign aid for education, health 
care, humanitarian support and 
needs since 2016. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said his country 
hoped for an “end of this fratri¬ 
cidal war” in Afghanistan and 
cited concerns about the stepped- 
up militant attacks by the Islamic 
State affiliate in Afghanistan. 

Federica Mogherini, the EU 
foreign affairs chief, said the 
bloc was “ready to do our part as 


a neutral player.” She welcomed 
Ghani’s offer of peace talks with 
the Taliban. 

“It is a unique opportunity to 
break the stalemate and to move 
the country forward,” she said. 
“We believe it is time for concrete 
talks about peace to begin.” 

U.S. Undersecretary of State 
for Political Affairs David Hale 
urged all to seize the opportunity 
to move toward peace. 

“Today we reaffirm our com¬ 
mitment to the Afghan people,” 
he said, noting that Ghani’s ini¬ 
tiative was among “encouraging 
signs.” 

Iran Foreign Minister Mo¬ 


hammad Javad Zarif said he was 
concerned about the drug trade 
across the region’s borders and 
said the “presence of foreign 
military forces has never brought 
stability in our region and has 
historically provided a recruiting 
ground for extremists.” 

“All of us need to facilitate the 
inter-Afghan dialogue,” he said. 

Ghani, who has faced an in¬ 
creasingly violent Taliban insur¬ 
gency in recent months — the 
Taliban now hold sway in nearly 
half of the country — presented 
his government’s efforts in areas 
such as security, justice, women’s 
rights and anti-corruption. 


“We have a plan for reform, 
and we need your support to help 
implement it,” he told the confer¬ 
ence. “Does this mean that we 
have eliminated corruption? Ab¬ 
solutely not. We want it to happen 
faster, but meaningful change 
cannot be rushed. 

“We face multiple challenges 
on many fronts,” he concluded. 

Afghanistan is among the most 
corrupt countries in the world, 
and last year Transparency Inter¬ 
national ranked it 177th out of 180 
countries ranked. The corruption 
monitoring agency said the Af¬ 
ghan government’s anti-corrup¬ 
tion efforts had been insufficient. 
The country’s overall score was a 
dismal 15 out of 100. 

The United States has spent 
nearly $1 trillion on the war in 
Afghanistan, nearly $800 billion 
of which was spent on Ameri¬ 
ca’s own troops there and also 
Afghanistan’s National Security 
Forces. The U.S. has committed 


roughly $4 billion annually for 
the next several years toward fi¬ 
nancing those forces. 

Russia has been accused by 
the U.S. of aiding the Taliban, a 
militant group that once ruled 
Afghanistan and that is seen by 
Moscow as a bulwark against an 
emerging Islamic State affiliate 
which has sought to recruit Af¬ 
ghanistan’s ethnic Uzbeks, posing 
a threat to Central Asian States 
and creating a source of instabil¬ 
ity for Russia. 

Also, Iran has been charged 
with sending Afghan Shiites, 
most of whom live as refugees in 
Iran, to fight in Syria in an Af¬ 
ghan-only brigade known as the 
Fatimayoun Brigade. Pakistan 
is routinely accused by both the 
U.S. and Afghanistan of harbor¬ 
ing the Taliban. 

On Tuesday, at the start of the 
conference, the European Union 
announced $535 million in finan¬ 
cial aid for Afghanistan. 
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Carolyn Kaster/AP 

First lady Melania Trump, second from right, works with other volunteers at the Red Cross in 
Washington on Tuesday. 


Melania Trump and Karen Pence 
assemble comfort kits for troops 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Melania 
Trump and Karen Pence helped 
to assemble military comfort 
kits for troops deployed overseas 
at the American Red Cross in 
Washington. 

Trump said Tuesday the pack¬ 
ages are “one small way that we 
can say thank you and honor the 


sacrifices that members of the 
military make year-round.” 

The first lady added, “Our 
prayers remain with all those 
serving overseas and for the fam¬ 
ilies who wait for them to come 
home.” 

Trump then joined Pence, Cab¬ 
inet secretaries’ spouses, mili¬ 
tary families, Elizabeth Dole and 


other volunteers to assemble the 
packages. 

The packages contain snacks 
such as popcorn and peanuts, 
playing cards and toiletries in¬ 
cluding bottles of hand soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste and tis¬ 
sues. They will be sent to troops 
deployed in Iraq, Poland, Djibouti 
and Kuwait. 


Police say California bar shooter had 
enough ammunition to kill many more 


By Amanda Lee Myers 
Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif — The gunman who 
killed 12 people in a crowded Southern California 
bar had more than 150 bullets left to fire but stopped 
shooting to ambush arriving officers, killing one of 
them, police said Tuesday. 

Investigators said they still don’t know why Ian 
David Long, 28, attacked staff and customers at the 
Borderline Bar and Grill in the Los Angeles suburb 
of Thousand Oaks on Nov. 7. 

There’s no evidence that Long was radicalized or 
was targeting anyone at the bar, and though Long 
had previously been a customer there the owner 
didn’t know him, investigators said. 

They painted a clearer picture of the chaos that 
ensued when Long opened fire as a crowd of people 
mostly in their 20s danced to country music. 

Long threw smoke grenades into the group of rev¬ 
elers, obstructing what they could see. He used a 
flashlight with a laser sight attached to his .45-cali- 
ber semiautomatic pistol as he fired, killing 12 of the 
13 people who were struck. 

He stabbed one of the shooting victims in the neck, 
though it was unclear why, a coroner’s official said. 

Some people laid on top of friends to protect them 
as the bullets flew while others frantically broke the 
windows of the bar to escape. 

“As you can imagine, this was a terrifying experi¬ 
ence for everyone who was there,” Ventura County 
Sheriff Bill Ayub said. “Confusion and chaos can 
only begin to adequately describe the situation.” 


The first two officers to arrive at the scene, sher¬ 
iff’s Sgt. Ron Helus and a highway patrolman, saw 
at least 100 people fleeing the bar and ran into an 
ambush, Ayub said. Long had gotten into a tactical 
position and fired on them when they entered, kill¬ 
ing Helus, a 29-year veteran of the department who 
was close to retirement. 

Initial reports from survivors spread further 
confusion. Some of those who were injured in the 
escape fled to a nearby bar, and authorities at first 
feared that a separate shooting had occurred there. 
Survivors also gave different descriptions of the 
shooter, leading officers to believe there was more 
than one gunman. 

Long, who was not hit by the officers’ gunfire, fa¬ 
tally shot himself The former machine gunner and 
Afghanistan War veteran posted on social media 
during a break in the gunfire that he wondered if 
people would think he was insane. 

He had the capability to kill many more than 12 
people. Of seven 30-round high-capacity magazines 
that Long had, five remained unused, Ayub said. 
Such magazines are illegal to buy and possess in 
California but can easily be purchased in neighbor¬ 
ing states. 

Investigators have interviewed hundreds of wit¬ 
nesses and gathered bullet casings, surveillance 
video and other evidence from the scene, as well 
as seized items from Long’s home, including digi¬ 
tal media, said Paul Delacourt, assistant director in 
charge of the FBI’s Los Angeles field office. Most of 
the evidence taken by the FBI is being analyzed at 
its lab in Quantico, Va. 


Denver pushes 
for staffed drug 
injection site 


By Colleen Slevin 
Associated Press 

DENVER — Despite federal 
opposition, Denver is trying 
again to become what could be 
the first U.S. city to open a super¬ 
vised drug injection site, a strat¬ 
egy that some liberal cities have 
tried repeatedly to launch to re¬ 
duce overdose deaths fueled by a 
nationwide opioid epidemic. 

The Denver City Council voted 
12-1 on Monday to approve a mea¬ 
sure that would allow one site to 
open for at least two years under 
a pilot program. But there are 
still several hurdles to clear. 

The program must win ap¬ 
proval from the state Legislature, 
which is now under Democratic 
control after this month’s elec¬ 
tion. Earlier this year, the Re¬ 
publican-controlled state Senate 
killed similar legislation. 

Despite the Democratic edge 
in the session starting in Janu¬ 
ary, Democratic Gov.-elect Jared 
Polls has not taken a position 
on the issue and could veto the 
measure. 

If successful, Denver could 
have the nation’s first publicly 
sanctioned site for people to use 
heroin, methamphetamine and 
other illegal drugs under medical 
supervision, with staffers able to 
intervene in case of an overdose. 

Supporters say it’s a safer al¬ 
ternative for those who aren’t 
ready for rehab, while opponents 
say it condones dangerous drug 
use. Facilitating the use of illegal 
drugs is a federal felony, and the 
U.S. government has indicated it 
wouldn’t stand by if cities move to 
open such sites. 

Other U.S. cities, including San 
Francisco, Seattle, New York and 
Philadelphia, have expressed in¬ 
terest in opening supervised in¬ 
jection sites. 

California lawmakers passed a 
measure that would have protect¬ 
ed workers and participants in a 
San Francisco pilot program from 
state prosecution, but Gov. Jerry 


Brown vetoed it in September. 

A private nonprofit is raising 
money for a supervised injec¬ 
tion site in Philadelphia but has 
pushed back its potential opening 
date from January to mid-March, 
the group Safehouse said. While 
Philadelphia District Attorney 
Larry Krasner has said he won’t 
prosecute anyone providing 
medical oversight at the facilities, 
state and federal officials have 
said they wouldn’t be legal. 

Former Pennsylvania Gov. 
Ed Rendell, who serves on Safe- 
house’s board, said he’s willing to 
go to prison to try a new approach 
that may save lives in Philadel¬ 
phia, which has the highest rate 
of opioid deaths of any large U.S. 
city. It had more than 1,200 fatal 
overdoses last year. 

Drug overdoses were the sec¬ 
ond-leading cause of death in 
Denver last year, killing 201 peo¬ 
ple. They died in places like gro¬ 
cery stores, abandoned buildings 
and along a bike path, according 
to death records reviewed by 
Denver’s Harm Reduction Ac¬ 
tion Center, the largest needle ex¬ 
change in Colorado. It’s offered to 
host the supervised injection site. 

Once users get a clean needle, 
they now have to leave the center, 
which is across the street from the 
state Capitol, and usually wind up 
injecting drugs in nearby alleys 
and streets, executive director 
Lisa Raville said. 

The cities’ efforts come as fed¬ 
eral officials have vowed to crack 
down on injection sites. U.S. law 
includes a “crack house” statute 
that makes it a felony to know¬ 
ingly maintain a place for using a 
controlled substance. 

In an op-ed in The New York 
Times in August, days after Cali¬ 
fornia lawmakers passed their 
measure, U.S. Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein said cit¬ 
ies and counties that allow such 
sites should expect “swift and ag¬ 
gressive action” from the Justice 
Department. 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Lisa Raville, executive director of the Harm Reduction Action Center, 
stands outside the safe injection site across Colfax Avenue from the 
State Capitol in Denver on Tuesday. 
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Mattis, Pompeo press senators on Yemen 



By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis and Sec¬ 
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
pressed senators in a closed-door 
meeting Wednesday to thwart a 
resolution that would stop U.S. 
military aid to the Saudi-led co¬ 
alition fighting in the Yemen civil 
war. 

The private meeting at the 
Capitol comes in the midst of ris¬ 
ing concerns of U.S. support to 
Saudi Arabia, especially in light 
of Washington Post journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi’s slaying at the 
country’s consulate in Istanbul. 

Mattis and Pompeo told sena¬ 
tors the United States was at a 
critical juncture in the Yemen 
confrontation and couldn’t afford 
to withdraw at this time. 

“Pulling back our limited U.S. 
military support, our weapons 
sales to our partners and our pro¬ 
tection of the Saudi and Emirati 
populations would be misguided 
on the eve of the promising ini¬ 
tial negotiations,” Mattis said, ac¬ 
cording to prepared remarks. “It 
took us too long to get here, but at 
this key juncture, a change in our 
approach would work against” 
United Nations efforts. 

U.S. forces have provided sup¬ 
port for Saudi Arabia and the 
Yemen government in their fight 
against Iran-backed Houthi reb¬ 
els, which some lawmakers con¬ 
tend the U.S. military has not 
been given proper authority to do. 
The U.S. forces have assisted in 
coordinating, refueling and pro¬ 
viding target guidance and intel¬ 
ligence to the Saudi-led coalition 
in Yemen. 

The stakes were high for 
Wednesday’s meeting between 
Mattis, Pompeo and the senators. 
Democrats have said after win¬ 
ning the House in the midterm 
elections earlier this month that 
they would push for greater over¬ 
sight of U.S. operations, and look 
at efforts to withdraw the U.S. 
presence in Yemen, with some 
Republicans echoing the con¬ 
cerns. Also this week. Sen. Ber- 
nie Sanders, I-Vt., said he could 
have enough support to force a 
Senate vote on his measure that 


would force the withdrawal of 
U.S. forces from Yemen. 

Mattis and Pompeo were at the 
Capitol on Wednesday as part 
of a White House effort to push 
against such a resolution. Peace 
talks involving all sides of the 
Yemen civil war are slated to take 
place in Sweden as early as next 
week. 

“The view of the [President 
Donald Trump] administration. 
Secretary Mattis and myself [is] 
that passing a resolution at this 
point undermines that,” Pompeo 
said in comments to reporters 
following the meeting. “It would 
encourage the Houthis. It would 
encourage the Iranians. It would 
undermine the fragile agreement 
for everyone to go to Sweden 
and have this discussion. So we 
hope that they’ll consider that, be 
thoughtful in how they proceed, 
and we’re happy to give them fur¬ 
ther information if they should so 
choose.” 

The 11 a.m. meeting Wednes¬ 


day wasn’t without controversy, 
with some lawmakers and pun¬ 
dits questioning why CIA Direc¬ 
tor Gina Haspel wasn’t included 
in the briefing with senators. As 
senators exited Wednesday’s 
meeting, some of them said Has¬ 
pel wasn’t at the meeting at the 
direction of the White House, ac¬ 
cording to news reports. 

Mattis, in his remarks, said if 
the United States was to pull its 
support, it would disrupt ongo¬ 
ing efforts by UN. Special Envoy 
Martin Griffiths and breathe 
new life into the Houthis’ com¬ 
bat operations just as they are 
reluctantly engaging with a UN. 
interlocutor. 

Mattis said he has had eight 
meetings with Griffiths since his 
February appointment to align 
those efforts with the U.S. mis¬ 
sion in Yemen. 

“We actively facilitate diploma¬ 
cy and the U.N.-brokered peace 
process led by UN. Special Envoy 
Martin Griffiths to end this civil 


war,” Mattis said of the progress 
so far in the Yemen conflict. “We 
have worked assiduously with the 
State Department to assist him in 
bringing all parties to the negoti¬ 
ating table to discuss substantive 
issues.” 

In his prepared remarks, 
Pompeo said abandoning Yemen 
would do immense damage to 
U.S. national security interests 
and the interests of its Middle 
East allies and partners. He also 
suggested Griffiths’ efforts are 
gaining momentum. 

Mattis and Pompeo called for 
a cease-fire on Oct. 30, with the 
goal of causing all sides to take a 
step back from the fighting, Pom¬ 
peo said in his remarks. 

“If that diplomacy starts to 
make breakthroughs, our hopes 
are high that hostilities will soon 
stop entirely,” he said. 

Questions about U.S. support of 
Saudi Arabia have grown in the 
wake of the death of Khashoggi 
after the Virginia resident visited 


the Saudi consulate in Turkey. 
Subsequent reports of recordings 
and other intelligence tied to the 
meeting have detailed Khashog¬ 
gi’s brutal slaying at the hands of 
several Saudi officials. 

“Our security interests cannot 
be dismissed, even as we seek ac¬ 
countability for what President 
Trump described as the ‘unac¬ 
ceptable and horrible crime’ of 
Jamal Khashoggi’s slaying, a 
crime which ‘our country does not 
condone,”’ Mattis said in quoting 
Trump. “We must maintain our 
twin requirements of holding 
those responsible for the slaying 
to account while recognizing the 
reality of Saudi Arabia as a nec¬ 
essary strategic partner.” 

However, Trump’s comments 
about Khashoggi’s death have 
been met with its share of con¬ 
troversy since the president 
hasn’t fully agreed with U.S. in¬ 
telligence reports suggesting the 
Saudi crown prince, Mohammed 
bin Salman, directed the killing. 

Pompeo on Wednesday ap¬ 
peared aligned with Trump’s 
take on the intelligence. 

“There is no direct report¬ 
ing connecting the crown prince 
to the order to murder Jamal 
Khashoggi,” he said. 

Regardless, Mattis said the 
United States should not be de¬ 
terred from its effort to aid others 
who are innocent. 

“We cannot be deflected from 
using all our influence to end 
this war for the good of innocent 
people in trouble, and ultimately 
the safety of our own people, and 
this includes our military engage¬ 
ment,” he said. 

For example, Mattis said a with¬ 
drawal of limited military support 
would further remove any reason 
for the Saudi-led coalition to hold 
up its operation against Yemen’s 
Hudaydah Port, a critical artery 
for supplies that has come under 
Houthi control and as a result 
exacerbated rampant starvation 
throughout the country. A U.S. 
disengagement and subsequent 
loss of influence “would have the 
opposite effect of mitigating the 
humanitarian crisis,” he said. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Bolton: Didn’t listen to tape of slaying because ‘1 don’t speak Arabic’ 


By Felicia Sonmez 
The Washington Post 

White House national security adviser 
John Bolton on Tuesday defended his deci¬ 
sion not to listen to the tape of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi’s slaying, telling report¬ 
ers at the White House, “I don’t speak 
Arabic.” 

CIA Director Gina Haspel has listened 
to the tape, according to U.S. officials. But 
others, such as Bolton and President Don¬ 
ald Trump, have not. Trump said earlier 
this month that there was “no reason” for 
him to hear the recording, which was pro¬ 
vided by Turkey and captures Khashoggi 
being killed by a Saudi hit team moments 
after entering the Saudi Consulate in Is¬ 
tanbul on Oct. 2. 

Khashoggi was a prominent critic of 
Saudi leaders and a contributing columnist 


to The Washington 
Post. 

“No, I haven’t lis¬ 
tened to it, and I guess 
I should ask you, 
why do you think I 
should?” Bolton said 
Tuesday, turning a 
question back on a re¬ 
porter during an ap¬ 
pearance in the White 
House briefing room. 

“What do you think 
I’ll learn from it?” 

He went on to ask how many in the room 
spoke Arabic, prompting a contentious 
back-and-forth. 

“Do you have access to an interpreter?” 
the reporter asked. 

“You want me to listen to it?” Bolton re¬ 
sponded. “What am I going to learn from 


— I mean, if they were speaking Korean, I 
wouldn’t learn any more from it either.” 

Later in the briefing, another reporter 
again asked Bolton why he did not choose 
to listen to the tape with the help of an 
interpreter. 

“People who speak Arabic have listened 
to the tape and they have given us the sub¬ 
stance of what’s in it. ... I’m very satisfied 
that we know what the tape picked up, and 
it was factored into the president’s deci¬ 
sion and he’s announced his position very 
clearly,” Bolton said. 

Members of Congress from both parties 
have called for the Trump administration 
to take a harder line against Saudi Arabia 
in the wake of Khashoggi’s killing, and 
tensions were likely to be on full display 
Wednesday when Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
briefed lawmakers on Capitol Hill. 


Bolton’s remarks prompted criticism 
from some Democrats on Tuesday, in¬ 
cluding Sen. Sherrod Brown, of Ohio. He 
noted in an appearance on CNN that Has¬ 
pel, who has listened to the tape, would 
not be present at Wednesday’s briefing. 
Bolton on Tuesday dismissed reports that 
the White House had blocked Haspel from 
attending. 

“This is just a bad movie,” Brown said. 
“You have John Bolton refusing to listen to a 
tape because he doesn’t speak Arabic.... He 
should want more information, not less.” 

Brown added that a number of lawmak¬ 
ers will likely ask for the tape at Wednes¬ 
day’s briefing. He also took aim at what he 
described as the Trump administration’s 
“arrogance,” accusing the president of 
“throwing in with the world’s dictators.” 

“They’re the only people he doesn’t criti¬ 
cize,” Brown said. 



Bolton 
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Ted is way off-base with what they're doing' 

In interview, Trump slams chairman, questions climate change and threatens to cancel Putin meeting 



Jabin BoTSFORD/The Washington Post 


President Donald Trump sits at his desk in the Oval Office during an interview Tuesday with The 
Washington Post. He said he is considering visiting troops in a war zone soon, perhaps before Christmas. 


By Philip Rucker, 

Josh Dawsey 
AND Damian Paletta 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump placed respon¬ 
sibility for recent stock mar¬ 
ket declines and this week’s 
announcement of General Mo¬ 
tors plant closures and layoffs on 
the Federal Reserve during an 
interview Tuesday, shirking any 
personal blame for cracks in the 
economy and declaring that he is 
“not even a little bit happy” with 
his hand-selected central bank 
chairman. 

In a wide-ranging and some¬ 
times discordant 20-minute inter¬ 
view with The Washington Post, 
Trump complained at length 
about Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome “Jay” Powell, whom he 
nominated last year. When asked 
about declines on Wall Street and 
GM’s announcement that it was 
laying off 15 percent of its work¬ 
force, Trump responded by criti¬ 
cizing higher interest rates and 
other Fed policies, though he in¬ 
sisted that he is not worried about 
a recession. 

“I’m doing deals, and I’m not 
being accommodated by the Fed,” 
Trump said. “They’re making a 
mistake because I have a gut, and 
my gut tells me more sometimes 
than anybody else’s brain can 
ever tell me.” 

He added: “So far. I’m not even 
a little bit happy with my selec¬ 
tion of Jay. Not even a little bit. 
And I’m not blaming anybody, 
but I’m just telling you I think 
that the Fed is way off-base with 
what they’re doing.” 

Sitting at the Resolute Desk 
in the Oval Office, Trump also 
threatened to cancel his sched¬ 
uled meeting with Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin at a global 
summit this week in Argentina 
because of Russia’s maritime 
clash with Ukraine. 

Asked whether he thought 
Putin was within his rights to 
capture three Ukrainian ships 
and their crews Sunday in the 
Black Sea, Trump said he was 
awaiting a “full report” from his 
national security team about the 
incident. “That will be very deter¬ 
minative,” Trump said. “Maybe I 
won’t have the meeting. Maybe I 
won’t even have the meeting.” 

When asked whether Russia’s 
aggression is a cause for concern 
for the American people. Trump 
responded with a more forceful 
critique of Putin’s actions than he 
has delivered in the past. 

“I don’t like that aggression,” 
he said. “I don’t want that ag¬ 
gression at all. Absolutely. And 
by the way, Europe shouldn’t like 
that aggression. And Germany 
shouldn’t like that aggression.” 

Trump also dismissed the fed¬ 
eral government’s landmark re¬ 
port released last week finding 
that damages from global warm¬ 
ing are intensifying around the 
country. The president said that 
“I don’t see” climate change as 
man-made and that he does not 
believe the scientific consensus. 

“One of the problems that a lot 


of people like myself, we have 
very high levels of intelligence 
but we’re not necessarily such 
believers,” Trump said. “You look 
at our air and our water, and it’s 
right now at a record clean.” 

The president added of climate 
change, “As to whether or not it’s 
man-made and whether or not the 
effects that you’re talking about 
are there, I don’t see it.” 

The comments were Trump’s 
most extensive yet on why he dis¬ 
agrees with the dire National Cli¬ 
mate Assessment released by his 
own administration Friday, which 
found that climate change poses 
a severe threat to the health and 
financial security of Americans, 
as well as to the country’s infra¬ 
structure and natural resources. 

Trump again questioned the 
CIA’s assessment that Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s crown prince ordered the 
assassination of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, and said he consid¬ 
ered Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman’s repeated denials in 
his decision to maintain a close 
alliance with the oil-rich desert 
kingdom. 

“Maybe he did and maybe he 
didn’t,” Trump said. “But he de¬ 
nies it. And people around him 
deny it. And the CIA did not say 
affirmatively he did it, either, 
by the way. I’m not saying that 
they’re saying he didn’t do it, but 
they didn’t say it affirmatively.” 

Trump said he could visit with 
Mohammed on the sidelines of 
the Group of 20 summit, though 
no formal meeting has been 
scheduled. 

The CIA has assessed that Mo¬ 
hammed ordered Khashoggi’s 
killing and has shared its findings 
with lawmakers and the White 
House, according to people famil¬ 
iar with the matter. Intelligence 
assessments are rarely, if ever, 
ironclad, and Trump has repeat¬ 
edly stressed there is no evidence 
that would irrefutably lay the 


blame at Mohammed’s feet. 

But the CIA based its overall as¬ 
sessment of Mohammed’s role on 
a number of pieces of compelling 
evidence, including intercepted 
communications; surveillance 
from inside the Saudi Consulate 
in Istanbul where Khashoggi was 
killed last month; and the agen¬ 
cy’s analysis of Mohammed’s 
total control of his government. 

Meanwhile, Trump said he had 
“no intention” of moving to stop 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation of Russian interfer¬ 
ence in the 2016 election. 

“The Mueller investigation is 
what it is. It just goes on and on 
and on,” he said. When pressed 
on whether he would commit to 
letting the probe continue until its 
conclusion. Trump stopped short 
of making an explicit pledge. 

“This question has been asked 
about me now for almost two 
years,” he said, at which point 
counselor Kellyanne Conway 
chimed in, “A thousand times.” 

Trump continued: “And, in the 
meantime, he’s still there. He 
wouldn’t have to be, but he’s still 
there, so I have no intention of 
doing anything.” 

The president declined to dis¬ 
cuss on the record the Mueller 
team’s accusation Monday that 
Paul Manafort had breached his 
plea agreement by lying repeat¬ 
edly to investigators, or whether 
he would use presidential pow¬ 
ers to help his former campaign 
chairman. 

“Let me go off the record be¬ 
cause I don’t want to get in the 
middle of the whole thing,” he 
said. He added later: “At some 
point. I’ll talk on the record about 
it. But I’d rather not.” 

Trump also floated the idea of 
removing US. troops from the 
Middle East, citing the lower price 
of oil as a reason to withdraw. 

“Now, are we going to stay in 
that part of the world? One reason 


to is Israel,” Trump said. “Oil is 
becoming less and less of a reason 
because we’re producing more oil 
now than we’ve ever produced. 
So, you know, all of a sudden it 
gets to a point where you don’t 
have to stay there.” 

Trump also called the killing 
of three US. troops in a roadside 
explosion in Afghanistan this 
week “very sad.” He said he was 
continuing the military presence 
in Afghanistan only because “ex¬ 
perts” told him the United States 
needed to keep fighting there. 

The president said he was 
considering visiting troops in 
the region soon, perhaps before 
Christmas. “At the right time 
I will,” he said of a war zone 
visit, which would be his first as 
president. 

Trump’s sharpest criticism 
was reserved for his Fed chair¬ 
man. Though Trump said several 
times in response to a question 
about emerging cracks in the 
economy that he wasn’t “blam¬ 
ing anybody,” he clearly assigned 
blame to Powell for leading the 
Fed through several interest rate 
increases this year. 

In a series of Twitter posts 
Tuesday, issued shortly after his 
interview with The Post, Trump 
blamed GM chief executive Mary 
Barra for the company’s plant 
closures and layoffs and threat¬ 
ened to strip away any govern¬ 
ment subsidies for the auto giant. 

Trump’s fury at GM and the 
Fed was similar to his outrage 
at Harley-Davidson last sum¬ 
mer after the Milwaukee-based 
motorcycle company announced 
it was moving some jobs over¬ 
seas in part because it said it was 
caught in the midst of a trade war 
between the White House and 
foreign leaders. 

The stock market has tum¬ 
bled in recent weeks, unnerving 
Trump, who in turn has blamed 
Democrats, the Chinese govern¬ 


ment and the central bank for any 
perceived economic weakness. 

The Federal Reserve is the 
nation’s central bank and sets the 
direction for interest rates, or the 
cost of borrowing money. Higher 
rates make it more expensive for 
consumers and businesses to ob¬ 
tain credit, which can put down¬ 
ward pressure on the economy. 

During the interview, Trump’s 
description of the economy was at 
odds with its performance. It has 
grown since he took office and the 
unemployment rate has fallen, but 
he suggested that as many jobs 
were returning to the US. from 
overseas as were being lost in lay¬ 
offs. In addition. Trump said the 
stock market was up 38 percent 
since he took office. In fact, the 
Dow Jones industrial average is 
up 25 percent since he was sworn 
in, less than the increase during 
President Barack Obama’s first 
two years in office. 

The United States has had very 
low interest rates for more than 
a decade, and Fed officials are 
slowly trying to bring them back 
up. Many economists believe that 
higher interest rates are a way to 
combat inflation and prevent the 
economy from overheating. 

Powell took over as chairman 
earlier this year. Since then, the 
Fed has raised interest rates three 
times and is expected to increase 
them another time next month. 

“The Fed is doing exactly what 
it should be doing, which is to pre¬ 
vent overheating and boom- bust- 
type conditions in the future,” 
former Federal Reserve vice 
chairman Donald Kohn said. 

Brad DeLong, an economics 
professor at the University of 
California at Berkeley, said the 
Fed was responding in part to 
economic conditions Trump had 
helped foster, such as last year’s 
tax cut, which led to what some 
had projected would be a short¬ 
term economic growth spurt. 

“The Federal Reserve cannot 
be expected to do otherwise than 
raise interest rates,” DeLong 
said. “This is what Trump bought 
when he made his Fed appoint¬ 
ments. So why is he surprised?” 

Trump’s selection of Powell to 
lead the central bank was driven 
largely by Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin. Powell’s appoint¬ 
ment was very unusual, as he is 
not an economist. He had served 
in a past Republican White House 
but was first tapped to serve as a 
Fed governor by Obama. During 
his initial tenure at the Fed, Pow¬ 
ell was seen as largely supportive 
of the slow-but-steady interest 
rate increase strategy used by 
then-Chairwoman Janet Yellen. 

Trump considered reappoint¬ 
ing Yellen to the post, and she 
impressed him greatly during 
an interview, according to people 
briefed on their encounter. But 
advisers steered him away from 
renominating her, telling him 
that he should have his own per¬ 
son in the job. 

Discussing his decision to tap 
Powell, Trump said Monday: 
“Look, I took recommendations. 
I’m not blaming anybody.” 
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How Mueller may 
make Manafort 
findings public 


By Deanna Paul 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller on Mon¬ 
day accused Paul Manafort 
— President Donald Trump’s 
former campaign chairman — of 
breaching his cooperation agree¬ 
ment. In doing so, Mueller may 
have created the opportunity 
to release information outside 
of grand jury indictments and 
a final report, sidestepping act¬ 
ing Attorney General Matthew 
Whitaker. 

Manafort’s attorneys disputed 
allegations that he had repeat¬ 
edly lied to fed- 
ANALYSIS eral agents since 
entering the 
deal in Septem¬ 
ber. Mueller vowed to file a de¬ 
tailed sentencing memo with the 
court “that sets forth the nature 
of [Manafort’s] crimes and lies, 
including those after signing the 
plea agreement.” 

Now, the public could poten¬ 
tially see details from the spe¬ 
cial counsel’s investigation in the 
Manafort sentencing memo and 
its accompanying hearing. 

Whitaker plays a significant 
role in whether Mueller’s find¬ 
ings are made public, according 
to attorney Jonathan Meyer, a 
partner at Sheppard Mullin and 
former Department of Justice se¬ 
nior official. 

When a special counsel con¬ 
cludes a grand jury investigation. 
Department of Justice regula¬ 
tions require he write a confiden¬ 
tial report detailing his decision 
to indict or decline to indict its 
subjects and submit it to the at¬ 
torney general. 

The attorney general must then 
notify the chair and ranking mem¬ 
ber of the House and Senate Judi¬ 
ciary committees that the special 
counsel investigation has ended. 
The attorney general can forward 
the final report to Congress but is 
not required to. He is also autho¬ 
rized to release the document to 
the general public if he determines 
it’s in the public interest. 

For the time being, Whitaker, 
an outspoken critic of the Russia 
probe who has decried calls to re¬ 
cuse himself as Jeff Sessions did, 
is the acting attorney general. 

Trump’s controversial appoint¬ 
ment has been called unconstitu¬ 
tional; prominent figures across 
party lines opposed it, including 
George Conway and former so¬ 
licitor general Neal Katyal, and 
Senate Democrats filed a lawsuit 
challenging it. 

Since he has not recused him¬ 
self from the special counsel 
investigation, Whitaker — and 
presumably, through him, the 
White House — will get the first 


look at the Mueller report. It will 
be his decision whether to dis¬ 
close it to Congress or the Ameri¬ 
can people. 

As a practical matter, sitting 
on a report of this magnitude and 
media interest would be difficult. 
If the acting attorney general 
tried to restrict access, Meyer 
said there are several other ways 
Mueller’s findings could become 
public. 

“It’s safe to say there’s going to 
be strong public pressure to re¬ 
lease some version of the report, 
and since the Democrats will 
soon take control of the House, 
they have subpoena power as a 
measure to get it,” Meyer said, 
though a legal fight would ensue 
between Congress and the execu¬ 
tive branch. 

Another way the information 
may come out is through filings 
by Mueller himself. 

In the past, he has intention¬ 
ally released information by 
making certain indictments pub¬ 
lic and painstakingly detailed. 
Mueller could do the same with 
the Manafort sentencing memo, 
which would neither be covered 
by executive privilege nor in 
Whitaker’s reach. 

At the same time, the sentenc¬ 
ing memo may contain informa¬ 
tion that could hinder his ongoing 
work. Up to this point, the Muel¬ 
ler operation has been leak-proof, 
with no unnecessary disclosures, 
making it interesting whether 
he requests to have the memo 
sealed. 

Many attorneys were struck by 
the extent to which Manafort’s 
lawyers appeared to distance 
themselves from their client. In 
Monday’s joint pleadings they 
wrote, “ [Manafort] believes he has 
provided truthful information.” 

David Sklansky, co-director of 
Stanford Law’s Criminal Justice 
Center, told The Post that it is 
significant “that Manafort’s at¬ 
torneys won’t even attest to ‘we 
think he’s telling the truth.’ ” 

To decide whether Manafort 
breached the agreement, the judge 
will review Mueller’s sentencing 
memo and hold a hearing. Muel¬ 
ler’s team, bearing the burden of 
proof, will be required to prove 
two things: What did Manafort tell 
them and why is it a he? 

Mueller will need to introduce 
evidence about the truth of mat¬ 
ters Manafort was questioned 
about, Sklansky said, which will 
likely involve details about al¬ 
leged contacts between Russians 
and the Trump campaign. 

The hearing will likely be a 
matter of public record. More, 
the ultimate question — whether 
Manafort violated terms of the 
deal — will be out of Whitaker’s 
hand and up to the sentencing 
judge. 


Ivanka Trump: ‘Lock her up!’ 
doesn’t apply to her email use 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Ivanka 
Trump defended her use of a 
private email account as she was 
moving into an adviser’s position 
in her father’s administration, 
saying that it cannot be compared 
to the flap over former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton’s private 
email server and that “Lock her 
up!” doesn’t apply to her. 

“All of my emails are stored and 
preserved. There were no dele¬ 
tions,” President Donald Trump’s 
elder daughter and adviser told 
ABC News in an interview broad¬ 
cast Wednesday. 

The Washington Post reported 
this month that Ivanka Trump 
sent hundreds of emails about 
government business from a per¬ 
sonal email account last year to 
White House aides. Cabinet mem¬ 
bers and her assistant, many in 
violation of public records rules. 

“There is no restriction of 
using personal email,” she said. 
“In fact, we’re instructed that if 
we receive an email to our per¬ 
sonal account that could relate to 
government work, you simply just 
forward it to your government ac¬ 
count so it can be archived.” 

Clinton used a personal email 
account linked to a private server 
at her home in Chappaqua, a New 
York City suburb, during her time 
as the top US. diplomat under 
President Barack Obama. The 
FBI found classified information 
in some of the emails that were 
sent or received through her pri- 
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Ivanka Trump says there is no 
comparison between her use 
of private emails and Hillary 
Clinton’s. 

vate server. 

Clinton deleted thousands of 
emails that she and her lawyers 
decided were personal or unre¬ 
lated to her work as secretary of 
state before she turned over thou¬ 
sands of other emails to federal 
investigators. She said she had 
been unaware of rules against 
using private email to conduct the 
public’s business. 

Donald Trump harshly criti¬ 
cized Clinton, his 2016 Democrat¬ 
ic presidential rival, for her use of 
the private email server. Trump 
dubbed her “Crooked Hillary” 
and repeatedly said, including to 
her face, that she belonged in jail. 
At his campaign rallies, chants of 
“Lock her up!” rang out. 

Ivanka Trump was asked by 


ABC News, “So the idea of ‘Lock 
her up!’ doesn’t apply to you?” 

“No,” she replied. 

Referencing her father’s de¬ 
nunciations of Clinton’s private 
email server, she said, “There’s 
no equivalency to what my fa¬ 
ther’s spoken about.” 

Republicans and Democrats 
on Capitol Hill plan to scrutinize 
Ivanka Trump’s personal email 
use. The Republican chairmen of 
Senate and House oversight com¬ 
mittees — as well as a top House 
Democrat who will be wielding a 
gavel when his party takes power 
in January — have called on the 
White House to provide more in¬ 
formation about the email account 
and the nature of her messages. 

That would renew Republican- 
led congressional probes that had 
languished since last year when 
reports by Politico revealed that 
Ivanka Trump’s husband, Jared 
Kushner, and other White House 
officials had been using private 
email for government purposes 
in possible violation of the Presi¬ 
dential Records Act and other 
federal record-keeping laws. 

On other issues, Ivanka Trump 
said she is not worried about legal 
exposure for herself, her father 
or anyone else in her family with 
regards to special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe into Russian in¬ 
terference in the 2016 elections. 

“I know the facts as they re¬ 
late to me and my family, and so 
I have nothing to be concerned 
about,” she said. 


INJURED? 

CmUAN WORKERS 

(INCLUDING NON-US CITIZENS) 

KNOW AND PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS 
D.B.A./N.A.F. ATTORNEYS 


www.injuredoverseas.com 


Phone: 954.920.7400 US Toll Free: 888.732.7425 


LAW OFFICES OF BARNETT & LERNER, P.A. 
: FREE CONSULTATION 



American dentists and team, 
trained and iicensed in the U.S.A. 

Compassionate and comprehensive care. 
Located in the heart of Schonaich, 7 minutes from 
Panzer military base. On-site parking. 

DENTISTRY 

www.midwest-dentistry.com 































Page 12 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, November 29,2018 


NATION _ 

Republican prevails in Miss. Senate race 



Rogelio V. Solis/AP 


Republican Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith celebrates her runoff win over Democrat Mike Espy 
in Jackson, Miss., on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — Republican Sen. 
Cindy Hyde-Smith returns to Washington 
as a solidly loyal Trump supporter after 
the president stumped for her in a divisive 
runoff marked by racial turmoil over a 
video-recorded remark Hyde-Smith made 
that was decried as racist. 

Hyde-Smith defeated Democrat Mike 
Espy, who was vying to become the state’s 
first black senator since Reconstruction, 
during Tuesday’s runoff. The win makes 
Hyde-Smith, 59, the first woman elected to 
Congress from Mississippi. 

The race was rocked by the video, in 
which Hyde-Smith said of a supporter, “If 
he invited me to a public hanging. I’d be on 
the front row.’’ A separate video showed 
her talking about “liberal folks” and mak¬ 
ing it “just a little more difficult” for them 
to vote. The comments by Hyde-Smith, 
who is white, made Mississippi’s history of 
racist lynchings a theme of the runoff and 
spurred many black voters to return to the 
polls on Tuesday. 

In the aftermath of the video. Republi¬ 
cans worried they could face a repeat of 
last year’s special election in Alabama, 
in which a flawed Republican candidate 
handed Democrats a reliable GOP Senate 
seat in the Deep South. The GOP pumped 
resources into Mississippi, and President 
Donald Trump made a strong effort on 
behalf of Hyde-Smith, holding last-minute 
rallies in Mississippi on Monday. 

Speaking to supporters after her win, 
Hyde-Smith vowed to fight for every¬ 


one in the state when she goes back to 
Washington. 

“I want everybody to know, no matter 
who you voted for today. I’m going to always 
represent every Mississippian. I will work 
very hard and do my very best to make 
Mississippi very proud,” she said. Speak¬ 


ing to reporters later she said Trump had 
called to congratulate her and said she’d 
“been through a storm” and “survived it 
with grace.” 

Her supporters said the furor over her 
comments was overblown. They also stuck 
by her as a photo was circulated of her 


wearing a replica Confederate military 
hat during a 2014 visit to Beauvoir, the last 
home of Confederate president Jefferson 
Davis. 

“So many things are taken out of con¬ 
text,” said Elizabeth Gallinghouse, 84, from 
Diamondhead. “The fact that she toured 
Jefferson Davis’ house. You or I could have 
done the same thing. They said, ‘Put this 
cap on. Hold this gun.’ It was a fun time. 
She wasn’t trying to send any messages.” 

With Hyde-Smith’s victory. Republi¬ 
cans control 53 of the Senate’s 100 seats. 
The GOP lost control of the House, where 
Democrats will assume the m^ority in 
January. 

In the final weeks of the runoff, Hyde- 
Smith’s campaign said the remark about 
making voting difficult was a joke. She said 
the “public hanging” comment was “an ex¬ 
aggerated expression of regard” for a fel¬ 
low cattle rancher. During a debate nine 
days after the video was publicized, she 
apologized to “anyone that was offended by 
my comments,” but also said the remark 
was used as a “weapon” against her. 

Espy, 64, a former U.S. agriculture sec¬ 
retary, replied, “I don’t know what’s in 
your heart, but I know what came out of 
your mouth.” 

Hyde-Smith was in her second term 
as Mississippi agriculture commissioner 
when Republican Gov. Phil Bryant ap¬ 
pointed her to temporarily succeed GOP 
Sen. Thad Cochran, who retired in April 
amid health concerns. 


Write then run: Democrats pen 
books, consider 2020 campaigns 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., a potential 2020 presidential candidate 
discusses his book “Where We Go From Here: Two Years in the 
Resistance” at George Washington University in Washington on 
Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Speaking 
to a packed auditorium of enthu¬ 
siastic young people Tuesday 
night, Bernie Sanders already 
seemed to be campaigning for 
the White House again. But the 
Vermont senator was appearing 
at George Washington University 
as an author — not a presidential 
candidate. 

Sanders’ new book, “Where We 
Go From Here: Two Years in the 
Resistance,” went on sale Tues¬ 
day, giving him a fresh opportu¬ 
nity to promote his ideas without 
going through the formality—yet 
— of launching another presiden¬ 
tial campaign. 

“What I believe from the bot¬ 
tom of my heart is that it is ab¬ 
solutely imperative that Donald 
Trump not be elected president of 
the United States of America. And 
I’m going to do everything that I 
can to make certain that that does 
not happen,” Sanders said. 

He later added that if he con¬ 
cludes he is the strongest candi¬ 
date to take on Trump, he’ll jump 
into the race. 

Regardless of whether Sanders 
runs, he and virtually every other 
prominent Democrat consider¬ 
ing a 2020 presidential bid are 
already participating in the book 
primary. 

Julian Castro, the former 
Housing and Urban Develop¬ 
ment secretary, has promoted 
his book, “An Unlikely Journey: 


Waking up from My American 
Dream.” New York Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand has been on the road 
touting her children’s book, “Bold 
& Brave: Ten Heroes Who Won 
Women the Right to Vote.” And in 
January, California Sen. Kamala 
Harris will release her memoir, 
“The Truths We Hold: An Ameri¬ 
can Journey,” with a picture book 
memoir to debut around the same 
time. 

Ahead of a 2020 primary that 
could pit as many as two dozen 
Democrats against one another, 
the books offer potential presi¬ 
dential candidates an early op¬ 
portunity to introduce themselves 
to voters in a favorable light. 

“Every campaign book has to 
figure out a way in the predict¬ 
able tsunami of campaign books 
that will be coming for the 2020 
election to distinguish their book 
and their product and to extend 
their brand,” said Steve Ross, who 
formerly led Random House’s 
Crown division and worked with 
authors including former Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama. 

It’s a strategy that has served 
presidential hopefuls from Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln to Donald Trump, 
who wrote or authorized books 
that served as platforms for ideas 
and shaping their image. 

John F. Kennedy’s “Profiles in 
Courage” came out in 1955, when 
he was in his late 30s, and its 
sketches of political figures who 
made unpopular decisions pre¬ 


sented him as a serious thinker 
who, like his subjects, would risk 
his career for the right cause. 

Sen. John McCain’s career 
was influenced, in part, by his 
acclaimed memoir “Faith of My 
Fathers,” which came out in 1999, 
around the time of his first presi¬ 
dential run. It marked the first 
time he wrote at length about 
his time as a prisoner of war in 
Vietnam, which helped define his 
public identity. 

The deeply personal explora¬ 
tion of race in Barack Obama’s 
“Dreams from My Father” pro¬ 
pelled him onto the national 
scene when it was republished 
during his 2004 Senate campaign. 
His follow-up, “The Audacity of 
Hope,” mixed policy ideas and 
personal reflections to become a 
vital part of his successful 2008 
presidential campaign. 

Ross, now president of the Steve 
Ross Agency LLC, said the qual¬ 
ity of the writing is key to a cam¬ 
paign book’s success. If a book 
is well-written, he said, “it’s like 
selling out a theater with a two- 
hour biopic about your life that’s 
directed by you and starring you, 
the politician.” 

“There are a lot of advantages 
for both the publisher and for the 
candidate to have a book as a nar¬ 
rative product,” he added. “They 
can’t control what The Washing¬ 
ton Post and The New York Times 
and Fox News is going to say about 
them, but they can control what’s 


between the covers.” 

With book authorship comes 
the opportunity for would-be 
candidates to travel to promote 
not only their book but also their 
strategy for the country, said 
Michael Steel, who was an ad¬ 
viser to former House Speaker 
John Boehner and to Jeb Bush’s 
2016 Republican presidential 
campaign. 

“Particularly for the higher 
profile potential candidates, it’s 
an opportunity to get out there 
and talk about your vision and 
your record — and it’s particular¬ 
ly good because in addition to po¬ 
litical news outlets, you can talk 
to softer-edged media outlets,” 
Steel said. “You can go on ‘The 
View,’ you can go on the ‘Today’ 
show, you can go on radio stations 


across the country and talk about 
the book.” 

Gillibrand appeared on “The 
View” earlier this month to pro¬ 
mote her book. 

Steel drew a distinction be¬ 
tween the flurry of books that are 
being released as candidates con¬ 
sider launching campaigns and 
the books that are released before 
a presidential run is officially in 
the works. 

“The books that are written 
before a candidate decides to run 
are often far more revealing about 
their actual character and person¬ 
ality and background,” Steel said. 
“Those are also the ones that can 
occasionally reveal things that 
the person probably wouldn’t 
have revealed if they were plan¬ 
ning to run for president.” 
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Climate talks face 
‘impossible’ task 


By Frank Jordans 
AND Monika Scislowska 
Associated Press 

KATOWICE, Poland — Three 
years after sealing a landmark 
global climate deal in Paris, 
world leaders are gathering again 
to agree on the fine print. 

The euphoria of 2015 has given 
way to the sober realization that 
getting an agreement among al¬ 
most 200 countries, each with 
their own political and economic 
demands, will be challenging — 
as evidenced by President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s decision to pull the 
United States out of the Paris ac¬ 
cord, citing his “America First” 
mantra. 

“Looking from the outside per¬ 
spective, it’s an impossible task,” 
Poland’s deputy environment 
minister, Michal Kurtyka, said of 
the talks he will preside over in 
Katowice on Dec. 2-14. 

The top of the agenda will be 
finalizing the so-called Paris 
rulebook, which determines how 
countries have to count their 
greenhouse gas emissions, trans¬ 
parently report them to the rest 
of the world and reveal what they 
are doing to reduce them. 

Seasoned negotiators are call¬ 
ing the meeting, which is expect¬ 
ed to draw 25,000 participants, 
“Paris 2.0” because of the high 


stakes at play in Katowice. 

Forest fires from California 
to Greece, droughts in Germany 
and Australia, tropical cyclones 
Mangkhut in the Pacific and Mi¬ 
chael in the Atlantic — scientists 
say this year’s extreme weather 
offers a glimpse of disasters to 
come if global warming contin¬ 
ues unabated. 

A recent report by the Interna¬ 
tional Panel on Climate Change 
warned that time is running out 
if the world wants to achieve the 
most ambitious target in the Paris 
agreement — keeping global 
warming at 2.7 Fahrenheit. The 
planet has already warmed by 
about 1 degree since pre-indus¬ 
trial times and it’s on course for 
another 2-3 degrees of warming 
by the end of the century unless 
drastic action is taken. 

The conference will have 
“quite significant consequences 
for humanity and for the way in 
which we take care of our planet,” 
Kurtyka said. 

Experts agree that the Paris 
goals can be met only by cutting 
emissions of carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases to net 
zero by 2050. 

But the Paris agreement let 
countries set their own emissions 
targets. Some are on track; others 
aren’t. Overall, the world is head¬ 
ing the wrong way. 


UK government: Brexit 
to make country poorer 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain will be 
poorer after leaving the European 
Union than if it had stayed in, no 
matter what sort of trade deal it 
has with the bloc, the government 
said Wednesday — unwelcome 
news for Prime Minister Theresa 
May as she tries to sell her Brexit 
divorce deal to a skeptical nation. 

A government assessment esti¬ 
mated that 15 years from the day 
of departure on March 29, the 
country’s GDP will be 0.6 percent 
lower than it would have been 
if Britain had stayed in the EU 
— and that’s if the UK. maintains 
frictionless trade with the bloc. 

If Britain leaves the EU with¬ 
out a Brexit deal and there are 
significant barriers to trade, the 
British economy would be up to 
9.3 percent smaller, economists 
from the Treasury and other gov¬ 
ernment departments said. 

“This analysis does not show 
that we will be poorer in the fu¬ 
ture than we are today,” May in¬ 
sisted — correctly, since the data 
say the economy would still grow, 
albeit less robustly than if Britain 
remained in the EU. 

May told lawmakers that her 
Brexit agreement “is the best 
deal available for jobs and our 
economy that allows us to honor 


the referendum and realize the 
opportunities of Brexit.” 

The analysis looked at a range 
of options, from leaving without a 
deal to staying in the EU’s single 
market for goods and services. 

It did not analyze the specific 
deal agreed upon between Brit¬ 
ain and the bloc last week. But 
it estimated that under similar 
terms, involving no tariffs but 
some non-tariff barriers to trade, 
the economic hit would be at the 
lower end of the range — a de¬ 
cline in GDP of between 2.5 and 
3.9 percent. 

Independent experts have said 
that 3.9 percent of Britain’s GDP 
will amount to about $128 billion 
a year by the 2030s. 

“If you look at this purely from 
an economic point of view, there 
will be a cost to leaving the Euro¬ 
pean Union, because there will be 
impediments to our trade,” said 
Treasury chief Philip Hammond. 

But he said the deal agreed on 
between May’s Conservative gov¬ 
ernment and the EU, which calls 
for continued close economic ties, 
would minimize the economic 
damage. 

Supporters of Brexit argue that 
leaving the EU will bring eco¬ 
nomic benefits that these fore¬ 
casts do not show, such as the 
power to control immigration and 
to strike new trade deals. 



Mikhail Kliivientyev/AP 


Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, toasts as he attends a state prize awards ceremony Tuesday in 
the Kremlin. He blamed the latest standoff with the Ukraine on the presidential ambitions of Ukraine’s 
leader. 


Putin: Ukrainian politics 
to blame in new standoff 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva and Yuras Karmanau 
Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine — Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Wednesday blamed the latest standoff with 
neighboring Ukraine on the presidential ambitions 
of Ukraine’s leader as the Russian military an¬ 
nounced it was boosting its defenses in Crimea. 

Ukraine, for its part, released what it said was the 
exact location where its ships were fired on Sunday 
by Russia, showing that they were in international 
waters approaching the Kerch Strait from the west, 
not from the east, as Putin suggested. 

Russia and Ukraine are still reeling from their 
first overt military confrontation since the 1991 
collapse of the Soviet Union, a clash Sunday in the 
Kerch Strait near Russia-occupied Crimea. Rus¬ 
sian border guards fired on three Ukrainian ships, 
seizing them and their 24 crewmembers. Ukraine 
insists its vessels were operating in line with inter¬ 
national maritime rules, while Russia says they had 
failed to get permission to pass through a Russia- 
controlled area. 

Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov claimed that detained Ukrainian officers 
from one of the confiscated boats secretly sought to 
break through the Russian-controlled strait. 

Speaking Wednesday after a bilateral U.N.-backed 
conference on Afghanistan in Geneva, Lavrov said 
Russian border agents and interrogators turned up 
documents that “clearly show that these ships had 
been ordered to not inform the authorities of Kerch 
Strait and to try and break into the Sea of Azov 
secretly.” 

The strait links the Black Sea with the Sea of Azov 
and is where Russia has built a long new bridge — 
the only land link between Crimea and the Russian 
mainland. 

The incident has drawn strong criticism of Rus¬ 
sia by the United States and its allies and has fueled 
fears of wider fighting in the region. It’s part of the 
long-simmering conflict between the two countries, 
in which Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimean Penin¬ 
sula in 2014 and supported separatists in Ukraine’s 
east with clandestine dispatches of troops and weap¬ 
ons. That fighting has killed at least 10,000 people 
since 2014 but eased somewhat with a 2015 truce. 

Putin on Wednesday broke his silence on the 
maritime clash, blaming it on Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko’s desire to get re-elected. 


That was a provocation which 
was certainly oi^anized by the 
sitting officials, including the 
president.’ 

Vladimir Putin 

Russian president 


“That was a provocation which was certainly or¬ 
ganized by the sitting officials, including the presi¬ 
dent,” ahead of Ukraine’s presidential election in 
March, Putin said. 

Poroshenko’s original proposal — to impose mar¬ 
tial law in Ukraine for two months after the clash 
with Russia — would have meant the March presi¬ 
dent vote would have to be scrapped due to election 
rules. He later halved the martial law time frame to 
a month, which would allow the election to go ahead 
as planned. 

The Kremlin has warned that Ukraine’s declara¬ 
tion of martial law in areas that border Russia could 
reignite the fighting in eastern Ukraine. 

Putin also claimed the Ukrainian vessels refused 
to communicate with Russian border guards and 
were in violation of the Russian territorial waters 
off the country’s south which, unlike the Crimean 
coast, is Russia’s internationally recognized border. 
That runs counter to the claims of the Ukrainian 
government, which said the ships were approaching 
from another direction and were firmly in interna¬ 
tional waters. 

Kurt Volker, the US. special envoy to Ukraine, 
told reporters in Berlin that Washington sees no 
reason to doubt the information from Kiev that its 
vessels were operating in line with international 
maritime rules. 

Putin insisted that the Russian border guards 
were acting in line with the usual protocol when 
they decided to fire on the Ukrainian ships. 

US. authorities, however, believe that there was 
“no conceivable justification ... for the use of force 
in this scenario.” 

Earlier Wednesday, the Russian military an¬ 
nounced it would be boosting the defenses of the oc¬ 
cupied Crimean Peninsula with more anti-aircraft 
missiles in the wake of the standoff 
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Chinese scientist defends gene editing 


By Gerry Shih and Carolyn Y. Johnson 

The Washington Post 

HONG KONG — He Jiankui, the Chinese re¬ 
searcher who claimed this week to have helped pro¬ 
duce the world’s first genetically altered babies, said 
Wednesday there was another “potential pregnan¬ 
cy” involved in his study as he defended a procedure 
that has shaken the scientific world. 

Appearing in public for the first time since claim¬ 
ing he had successfully altered the DNA of twin girls 
while they were embryos to make them resistant to 
HIV infection, the Stanford-trained bioengineering 
professor said he felt “proud” of his work and its 
implications for public health in the face of nearly 
universal condemnation. 

“We should, for millions of families with inherited 
disease, show compassion,” he told a packed audi¬ 
ence at the Second International Summit on Human 
Genome Editing in Hong Kong. “If we have this 
technology, we can make it available earlier. We can 


help earlier those people in need.” 

His scientific talk chronicled the development of 
his line of research, from early mouse experiments 
to primates and eventually a human clinical trial. 
He said that eight couples were enrolled in the trial 
but one dropped out. All had fathers with well-con¬ 
trolled HIV and mothers who were not infected. 

There were 31 embryos created through in vitro 
fertilization, and 70 percent were successfully ed¬ 
ited. He showed data indicating that he had not 
detected unintended genetic changes caused by 
CRISPR/Cas-9, the gene-editing tool that he used 
— although it remains to be seen whether outside 
scientists will find the evidence convincing. 

The disclosure this week of He’s research — car¬ 
ried out in southern China mostly under a shroud 
of secrecy — has sparked urgent debate about the 
ethics of gene-editing and raised the prospect of a 
future in which parents produce “designer babies” 
with selectively improved traits like intelligence or 
strength. 



Kin Cheung/AP 


He Jiankui, a Chinese researcher, discusses his claim to have helped 
produce the first gene-edited babies, speaking at the Human 
Genome Editing summit in Hong Kong on Wednesday. 



A Pakistani laborer sieves wheat during the wheat harvest near Lahore, Pakistan. A U.N. report released 
Wednesday said popuiation growth requires supplies of more nutritious food at affordable prices. 


UN report says fragile climate is 
undermining global food systems 


By Elaine Kurtenbach 

Associated Press 

BANGKOK — Feeding a hun¬ 
gry planet is growing increasing¬ 
ly difficult as climate change and 
depletion of land and other re¬ 
sources undermine food systems, 
the U.N. Food and Agricultural 
Organization said Wednesday 
as it renewed appeals for better 
policies and technologies to reach 
“zero hunger.” 

Population growth requires 
supplies of more nutritious food 
at affordable prices, but increas¬ 
ing farm output is hard given the 
“fragility of the natural resource 
base” since humans have out¬ 
stripped Earth’s carrying capac¬ 
ity in terms of land, water and 
climate change, the report said. 

About 820 million people are 
malnourished. 

The FAO and International 


Food Policy Research Institute 
released the report at the outset 
of a global conference aimed at 
speeding up efforts to achieve 
zero hunger around the world. 

“The call for action is very 
clear. It is possible in our lifetime 
and it is also realistic to end hun¬ 
ger and malnutrition,” Inonge 
Wina, vice president of Zambia, 
told the gathering. 

Food security remains tenu¬ 
ous for many millions of people 
who lack access to affordable, 
adequately nourishing diets for a 
variety of reasons, the most com¬ 
mon being poverty. 

But it’s also endangered by 
civil strife and other conflicts. In 
Yemen, where thousands of civil¬ 
ians have died in airstrikes by a 
Saudi-led coalition, the aid group 
Save the Children says 85,000 
children under 5 may have died 


of hunger or disease in the war. 

In Afghanistan, severe drought 
and conflict have displaced more 
than 250,000 people, accord¬ 
ing to UNHCR, the U.N. refugee 
agency. 

FAO Director-General Jose 
Graziano da Silva noted that the 
number of hungry and malnour¬ 
ished people has risen to levels 
last seen a decade ago. 

“After decades of gains in fight¬ 
ing hunger, this is a serious set¬ 
back and FAO and the U.N. sister 
agencies, together with member 
governments and other partners, 
are all very concerned,” Grazia¬ 
no da Silva said in a videotaped 
address to the conference. 

Hunger is still most severe in 
Africa, but the largest number of 
undernourished people live in the 
Asia-Pacific region, the report 
said. 


Report blames crash 
on poor safety plans 


By Niniek Karmini 
AND David Koenig 
Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia—Faulty 
equipment and Indonesian carri¬ 
er Lion Air’s own safety failures 
had pilots fighting for control 
of their Boeing 737 MAX 8 as it 
plunged into the Java Sea on Oct. 
28, killing all 189 people aboard, 
investigators said Wednesday. 

Briefing reporters on the 
aircraft’s black box data, the in¬ 
vestigators said they were still 
struggling to understand why the 
plane crashed but cited multiple 
factors centered on faulty sensors 
and an automatic safety system 
that repeatedly forced the plane’s 
nose down despite the pilots’ ef¬ 
forts to correct the problem. 

Based on the number of prob¬ 
lems with the aircraft beforehand, 
they suggested the jet should not 
have been in service. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Commission’s Nurcahyo 
Utomo said investigators were try¬ 
ing to figure out from interviews 
with engineers why they deemed 



Achmad Ibrahim/AP 


Indonesian National 
Transportation Safety Committee 
investigator Nurcahyo Utomo 
discusses the Oct. 28 airline 
crash into the Java Sea during a 
press conference Wednesday. 

the Boeing 737 airworthy. 

“We need to compare the state¬ 
ments of the engineers with the 
required procedures,” he said. 

Once the jet was airborne, the 
pilots appeared to have been 
overwhelmed, said another of the 
crash investigators, Ony Suryo 
Wibowo. “The problem is if mul¬ 
tiple malfunctions occur all at 
once, which one should be priori¬ 
tized?” Wibowo said. 


Security fears halt Huawei 
upgrade in New Zealand 


Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— New Zealand’s international 
spy agency on Wednesday halt¬ 
ed mobile company Spark from 
using Huawei equipment in its 
planned 5G upgrade, saying it 
posed a “significant network se¬ 
curity risk.” 

The action follows a ban in 
Australia, where the Chinese 
telecommunications giant was 
blocked in August from rolling 
out Australia’s 5G network due to 
security concerns. 


In New Zealand, Huawei has 
previously helped build mobile 
networks. In March, Spark and 
Huawei showcased a 5G test site 
across the street from the Parlia¬ 
ment in a publicity move that was 
attended by then-Broadcasting 
Minister Clare Curran. 

The latest development could 
have diplomatic and economic im¬ 
plications for New Zealand, which 
relies on China as its largest trad¬ 
ing partner but which is also part 
of the “Five Eyes” security alli¬ 
ance that includes the US., Brit¬ 
ain, Canada and Australia. 
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Historical society sorry 
for insensitive greeting 

||i| A BOSTON — A neigh- 
lwl^% borhood historical 
society in Boston is apologizing 
for an awkwardly worded holiday 
greeting card that some people in¬ 
terpreted as insensitive. 

The Dorchester Historical Soci¬ 
ety in a postcard promotion for its 
annual Christmas open house fea¬ 
tured the phrase “We’re dream¬ 
ing of a white Dorchester” along 
with a picture of a building inside 
a snow globe. 

The image drew rebukes on 
social media and the organiza¬ 
tion quickly issued an apology via 
Twitter. 

The slogan was meant to be a 
play on the classic holiday song 
“White Christmas,” but the or¬ 
ganization said it did not “think it 
through properly.” 

4 puppies taken 
in armed robbery 

^ A PERRIS — A 22-year- 
old Southern California 
man was arrested in connection 
with an armed robbery that net¬ 
ted four puppies. 

The Riverside County Sheriff’s 
Department said the victims had 
agreed to meet the suspect Nov. 
22 at a Perris shopping center to 
sell him an 8-week-old English 
bulldog. 

When the victims arrived, they 
were confronted by two suspects, 
and one had a weapon. The rob¬ 
bers took four puppies and fled. 

A Sheriff’s Department state¬ 
ment said investigators identified 
Alexxys Octavio Jimenez as a sus¬ 
pect on Friday and arrested him 
at his Moreno Valley residence 
where all four puppies were 
recovered. 


THE CENSUS 

5 The number of cars a bear in Colorado broke into in three days. The Steamboat Pilot and Today reported that two cars broken 
into Thursday night were the latest targeted by the same black bear. Colorado Parks and Wildlife Area Wildlife Manager Kris 
Middledorf said he believes a single bear is responsible for the break-ins because they all occurred in the same area of Steam¬ 
boat Springs. Wildlife officials said they likely will remove a bear trap they had set if they do not catch the bear soon. 




Mark Rogers, Odessa (Texas) American/AP 


Lighting check 


Odessa Parks and Recreation employee Alex Fayen checks the LED light bulbs on a Poinsettia Candles display while making final 
adjustments to Starbright Village at McKinney F^rk in Odessa, Texas, on Monday. Payen said it takes a crew around two hours to check the 
7,330 bulbs on this display. 


Crews haul away junk 
from problem property 

A iC anchorage — An- 

chorage crews hauled 
away hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of junk from a property 
in Bear Valley as part of the city’s 
efforts to address neighborhood 
blight. 

Crews recently removed 343 
tons of junk, five drums of liquid 
waste and 21 junk vehicles from 
the property over a week, the An¬ 
chorage Daily News reported. 

The cleanup cost $84,000 and 
was the largest in the city’s his¬ 
tory, said Jack Frost, chief code 
enforcement officer. 

The cleanup comes more than 
a year after a group of residents 
pleaded with the Anchorage As¬ 
sembly to take action on the 
property. 

Military, tree farm work 
to ship trees overseas 

lyW BALLSTON SPA 
■ — The New York state 

Army and Air National Guard, 
alongside area military veterans, 
worked with an upstate tree farm 
to send more than 100 trees to 
military bases around the coun¬ 
try and overseas. 

Now in its 14th year, “Trees for 
Troops” has delivered more than 
200,000 trees to servicemem- 
bers and their families in every 


branch of the military at nearly 
65 bases in 17 countries. Films 
Family Tree Farm in the village 
of Ballston Spa helps provide the 
trees to be shipped to members of 
the military who are not able to 
come home for the holidays. 

Stranger returns lost 
wallet, adds extra cash 

Q r\ BRANDON — A South 
Dakota man has his 
lost wallet back with some extra 
cash thanks to a stranger. 

Hunter Shamatt thought he’d 
never see the wallet again when 
he lost it on a flight to Las Vegas 
for his sister’s wedding. Inside 
was $60 cash and a check for 
about $400. 

Shamatt told KSFY-TV he re¬ 
ceived a package a few days later 
along with the wallet and a letter. 
The stranger wrote he found the 
wallet wedged between a seat and 
a wall on a flight from Omaha, 
Neb., to Denver. He added $40 
so Shamatt would have “an even 
$100” to celebrate the wallet’s re¬ 
turn. The stranger signed the let¬ 
ter with only initials. 

Shamatt was able to thank the 
man after tracking down his re¬ 
turn address in Omaha. 


Second auction for 
mayor’s stuff to be held 

nA PHILADELPHIA 

— An estate sale at the 
home of former Philadelphia 
Mayor Frank Rizzo went like 
gangbusters last weekend — and 
some new treasures were found 
afterward. 

The agent in charge of the sale 
said an additional trove of per¬ 
sonal items was discovered in the 
attic. They included phone num¬ 
bers for Frank Sinatra and Rich¬ 
ard Nixon, Rizzo’s gold watch, 
and passports. 

Agent John Romani said those 
new items will go up for auction 
Jan. 29. 

Top sellers over the weekend 
were Rizzo’s single-digit license 
plate, which went for $5,000, and 
a Rolodex that went for $2,500. 

A number of billy clubs were up 
for grabs and went for $1,250 to 
$1,500. 

Cited driver: I was 
eating a hash brown 

WESTPORT — A Con- 
I necticut man who said 
he was wrongly cited for distract¬ 
ed driving after police mistook 


a McDonald’s hash brown for a 
cellphone is continuing his legal 
fight. 

The Hour reported that West- 
port police gave Jason Stiber a 
$300 distracted driving ticket in 
April. The Westport man chal¬ 
lenged the charge and lost in 
court. 

He was granted a retrial that’s 
scheduled to start Dec. 7. 

Stiber said the officer thought a 
hash brown he was eating while 
driving was a cellphone. Stiber 
says phone records show he didn’t 
make any calls around the time 
he was pulled over, and he has 
Bluetooth so has no reason to hold 
a phone while driving. 

Prehistoric reptile left 
tracks at Grand Canyon 

ly W LAS VEGAS — A Ne- 
1^ w vada geology professor 
said he recently identified fossil¬ 
ized tracks from a reptile along 
a popular trail in Grand Canyon 
National Park. 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal 
reported that University of Ne¬ 
vada, Las Vegas, professor Steve 
Rowland said the tracks belong 
to a primitive reptile the size of 
a baby alligator and date back 
about 315 million years. 

The 28 footprints run diagonal¬ 


ly across a boulder on the edge of 
the Grand Canyon’s Bright Angel 
Trail. 

Rowland first saw the prints 
last year during a family vacation 
to the park after hearing about 
them from another geologist. 

Guide escapes serious 
injury in avalanche 

aspen — A tour 
guide in the Aspen 
Mountain Powder Tours permit 
area on Richmond Ridge was un¬ 
harmed after being buried by an 
avalanche. 

The Aspen Daily News report¬ 
ed the Aspen Skiing Co. employee 
was rescued Saturday by his ski¬ 
ing partner. The company said 
the staff members were scouting 
terrain prior to Sunday’s season 
opening. 

Company Vice President of 
Communications Jeff Hanle said 
neither employee was seriously 
injured, and both staff members 
have returned to work. 

A report from the Colorado Av¬ 
alanche Information Center said 
the first skier, whose name has 
not been released, was carried at 
least 20 yards and buried at the 
base of a tree. 

From wire reports 
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Martins on tour 

Comedians talk about their friendship, new material 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

teve Martin and Martin Short are back on 
the road again for their new tour “Now You 
See Them, Soon You Won’t.” 

The two comedy legends spoke to The 
Associated Press recently about the tour, which 
kicks off its 2019 leg on Jan. 12 in Atlanta, their 
friendship and when they knew that roasting each 
other was OK. 

AP: Is “Now You See Them, Soon You Won’t” 
mostly new material? 

Martin: A lot of it is. It’s very hard for us to judge 
what is new because a lot of it is new but it’s in the 
same framework. What we tried to do is salvage 
or keep what we suspected the audience wanted to 
see again, but we try to replace lines and do it a lit¬ 
tle different. But if somebody saw the show, they’d 
say ‘that’s mostly a new show!’ 

What is your process for determining what to 
cut and add? 

Martin: OK. It’s trial and error. We work with 
writers, we work on our own and we put things in, 
we take things out, and every night after the show 
we walk off stage and we go, ‘What should we do, 
how should we fix that, should we move that line 
up to the front?’ 

Do you allow for spontaneous moments? 

Short: You absolutely allow. What a set show 
gives you is the confidence to go out because you 
know you’re prepared, and you have lots of great 
material, but then you go out there and you’re so 
loose that other things happen and sometimes 
they’re the most delightful. 

Do you use one another as a test audience? 

Martin: Well, I think each other is our first test 
audience. And then I tend to just try out mate¬ 
rial on my wife and on my dog and on the band. 
And finally on the audience, who, of course, has 
the ultimate say. When I first started out, people 
would say, ‘You have a great sense of humor.’ And I 
would say, really, the audience has the great sense 
of humor. 

When did you figure it was OK to roast each 
other? 

Martin: Day one. 

Short: It’s very natural for people in comedy 
to do it. I think it’s very natural for friends, close 
friends, to do it. And we probably started doing 
it playing scrabble in the trailer while making 
‘Three Amigos.’ 

Martin: The first day we met, Marty zinged 
me. He came to my house to pick up the script to 
‘Three Amigos’ and he saw all of the paintings and 


he said, ‘How did you get this rich? I’ve seen the 
work.’ 

Short: And I was looking for the script for ‘Three 
Amigos’ and Steve handed it to me and said, ‘Can 
you give this to Martin Short, please?’ 

You said the previous tour was not a nostalgia 
tour. Is that still true, and why was that impor¬ 
tant to specify? 

Short: A nostalgia tour would be if I came out 
as Ed Grimley and we did the ‘Wheel of Fortune’ 
sketch and hope that that would get some nostalgia 
applause. If a singer comes out and sings all old 
hits, then that is a nostalgia tour and there’s noth¬ 
ing wrong with that and that’s great. 

Martin: I think a nostalgia tour implies that 
you’ll come out and say, ‘You know, ladies and 
gentlemen, when I first started, I did a little movie 
called “The Jerk.’” And then you stand there and 
wait for applause. 

Short: And I’d love that show. 

Will there still be singing and banjo playing in 
this go-around? 

Martin: Absolutely. We describe the show as a 
lot of comedy and a little bit of music. 

It is incredible that singing and the banjo are 
‘side talents’ for you two. 

Martin: You know, Marty would never do this, 
but he could make a serious album and I would lis¬ 
ten to it all the time. I find his voice so beautiful. 
Pitch perfect. Beautiful tone. He sings ‘Send in the 
Clowns’ in the show, and it’s just gorgeous. 

Short: Well, thank you. I of course have all 
Steve’s albums, and one day plan to listen to them. 

Was there a moment when you realized this 
was more than a showbiz friendship? 

Martin: Yeah, I would say very early on. We per¬ 
severed. When you finish doing a movie, mostly 
everyone drifts away from each other. We just 
went and had dinners and saw each other. 

Short: I think you make that choice. You have to 
be conscientious and say, you know what? I don’t 
want to lose that person. 

Is there anything else you want people to 
know about the show? 

Martin: Our goal, and sometimes we achieve it, 
I think, maybe I’m a little arrogant, but we want it 
to be one of the best shows the audience ever saw. 
We want to give the audience their money’s worth 
and really make them laugh and make them really 
have a good time and leave that theater feeling bet¬ 
ter than they did when they came in. 

Short: Totally agree. And you don’t always 
achieve it, but it’s awfully fun to have a goal. 

Martin: How could I possibly achieve it with you 
next to me? 



Steve Martin and Martin Short, shown in 2017, kick off a comedy tour in the U.S. in January. 

AP 


‘SpongeBob SquarePants’ 
creator Hillenburg dies 


From wire services 

Stephen Hillenburg, the cre¬ 
ator of the popular animated se¬ 
ries “SpongeBob SquarePants,” 
died Monday after a battle with 
ALS. He was 57. 

Nickelodeon remembered the 
showrunner in a statement as a 
“beloved friend and long-time 
creative partner.” 

“Steve imbued ‘SpongeBob 
SquarePants’ with a unique sense 
of humor and innocence that has 
brought joy to generations of 
kids and families everywhere,” 
the statement read. “His utterly 
original characters and the world 
of Bikini Bottom will long stand 
as a reminder of the value of op¬ 
timism, friendship and the limit¬ 
less power of imagination.” 

Hillenburg revealed he had 
been diagnosed with ALS in 
March 2017, but said at the time 
that he would continue working 
on “SpongeBob,” the beloved se¬ 
ries he created in 1999. 

A former marine biologist, 
Hillenburg blended his love of 
the sea and animation with the 
groundbreaking show, which fea¬ 
tured a yellow sponge living in a 
pineapple under the sea with his 
starfish best friend Patrick, his 
crab boss Mr. Krabs and his pet 
snail Gary, among others. 

“I wanted to do a show about a 
character that was an innocent, 
and so I focused on a sea sponge 
because it’s a funny animal, a 
strange one,” Hillenburg told 
the New York Times in 2001. “I 
thought he was a funny, nerdy, 
squeaky-clean square.” 

The show premiered in 1999, 
and is currently in its 12th sea¬ 
son, having aired more than 250 
episodes. 

“SpongeBob” inspired a fea¬ 
ture-length film in 2004, which 
the Emmy-nominated Hillenburg 
wrote, produced and directed, 
as well as a sequel in 2015 and 
a Broadway musical, which de¬ 
buted in 2017 to critical acclaim. 

National Board honors 
film ‘Green Book’ 

“Green Book” has been named 
the year’s best picture by the Na¬ 
tional Board of Review. 

The film recounts the friend¬ 
ship that developed between es¬ 
teemed musician Don Shirley 
(Mahershala Ali) and driver 
Tony Lip (Viggo Mortensen) as 
they drove through the American 
South in the early ’60s. 

Other top awards went to Brad¬ 
ley Cooper, Lady Gaga, Sam El¬ 
liott, Regina King, Paul Schrader, 
Barry Jenkins, Bo Burnham and 
the cast of “Crazy Rich Asians.” 

The board’s taste often devi¬ 
ates from that of the m^ority of 
critics and prognosticators. The 
NBR last picked the same best 
picture as the Academy of Mo¬ 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences 
in 2008, when “Slumdog Million¬ 
aire” won the Oscar. Last year, 
the group selected “The Post,” 
and “The Shape of Water” won. 

Chen returns to 
‘Big Brother’ host job 

Julie Chen will return as the 


host of the CBS reality show 
“Big Brother: Celebrity Edition” 
in the aftermath of her husband 
Les Moonves’ departure from the 
network. 

CBS officially confirmed Chen’s 
return in a press release Tuesday, 
referring to her as “Julie Chen 
Moonves” in the announcement. 

Chen’s husband stepped down 
from his role of CEO of CBS 
Corp. in September after numer¬ 
ous women came forward and ac¬ 
cused him of sexual misconduct. 

Moonves has denied the 
allegations. 

Chen, who’s been married to 
Moonves since 2004, has stood 
by her husband since the accu¬ 
sations emerged. She announced 
she was leaving another CBS pro¬ 
gram, “The Talk,” in September, 
but her future with “Big Brother” 
had been unclear. 

Other news 

■ Stevie Wonder wants to raise 
money through a benefit concert 
for California fire victims im¬ 
pacted by the recent catastrophic 
wildfires. The R&B legend an¬ 
nounced his plan Tuesday to help 
firefighters and first responders 
who assisted with the fires at 
the 22nd annual House Full of 
Toys Benefit Concert on Dec. 9. 
The charity billed as “The Stevie 
Wonder Song Party: A Celebra¬ 
tion of Life, Love & Music” will 
be held at the Staples Center in 
Los Angeles. 

■ Netflix said Tuesday that 
it will bring animated series 
and specials based on the work 
of acclaimed children’s author 
Roald Dahl to its library, includ¬ 
ing “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory,” “Matilda” and “The 
BEG.” Terms of the deal were not 
announced. 

■ A cause of death has been re¬ 
vealed for late Marvel icon Stan 
Lee. The legendary comic book 
creator died from heart and respi¬ 
ratory ailments, a newly released 
death certificate shows. Lee died 
on Nov. 12 at the age of 95 in Los 
Angeles. 

■ John O. Brennan, the former 
CIA director and longtime intel¬ 
ligence official, is working on a 
memoir. According to Celadon 
Books, a division of Macmillan 
Publishers, Brennan will cover 
his more than 30 years in gov¬ 
ernment under Republican and 
Democratic presidents, includ¬ 
ing his time as CIA director from 
2013-2017. The book is currently 
untitled and scheduled to come 
out in 2020. 

■ John Paul Stevens, one of 
only four living retired Supreme 
Court justices, is ready — at 98 
years old — to tell his story. In 
his new book, “The Making of a 
Justice: Reflections on My First 
94 Years,” Stevens recounts tales 
from his life as a kid growing up 
in a wealthy Chicago family, a 
naval officer stationed at Pearl 
Harbor during World War II and 
a Supreme Court justice ruling on 
landmark cases such as Bush v. 
Gore. “The Making of a Justice” 
will hit bookshelves in May, less 
than a month after Stevens’ 99th 
birthday. 
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End of the trail? 


Land dispute may block 
beloved hiking route in 
Utah’s Zion National Park 



By David Montero 

Los Angeles Times 

SPRINGDALE, Utah — The two of them 
walked slowly in the middle of the ice-cold 
river, bundled in layers and using their 
walking sticks to probe the rocky bed for 
safe footing. 

Annie Kitchen had wanted to go on ,this 
hike for years. So had Rama Rauitalai. 

“Nature. Solitude. Quiet,” Rauitalai said 
in a voice so soft it was nearly drowned out 
by the water’s steady current. Above them, 
the sky was periwinkle and the sun prom¬ 
ised more warmth than it was delivering. 

They had begun the top-down hike of 
the Narrows at Zion National Park in Utah 
in early November because permits were 
easier to obtain. During the summer, it’s a 
lottery system. Only 90 people are allowed 
through the hike daily, and the permits are 
reserved months in advance. During the 
winter, snow and cold make access to the 
trailhead at Chamberlain Ranch mostly 
inaccessible to hikers. 

“We’d been to Zion before, but never done 
the Narrows,” said Kitchen, 34, of Phoenix. 
“I’d heard stories and seen pictures and it 
looked amazing.” 

But Kitchen and Rauitalai, also from 
Phoenix, could be among the last few 
people to hike the top-down 16-mile route 
through the Narrows unless a dispute be¬ 
tween a private property owner and the 
federal government is resolved by a Dec. 
31 deadline. 

Local resident Scott Bulloch owns hun¬ 
dreds of acres of land that is cut by the Vir¬ 
gin River and, for about 50 years, he and his 
family have allowed hikers to traverse it on 
their way to the Temple of Sinawava, one of 
the park’s most popular destinations. 

Bulloch’s attorney, Barry Clarkson, said 
the family had wanted a permanent solu¬ 
tion to the public-private land issue and a 
few years ago asked whether the federal 
government would like to purchase it or set 
up a conservation easement. 

Government officials were agreeable to 
the idea. 

The property includes Simon Gulch, a 
spectacular canyon of walls smoothed by 
millions of years of wind and river water. 
There are tall trees and hidden wildlife 
that include mountain lions, bighorn sheep 
and ringtail cats. 

It’s a place that was made for photogra¬ 
phy before cameras were ever imagined, 
but years ago it became the Bullochs’ 
backyard. 

Christopher Hansen, a Park City-based 
appraiser who was commissioned by the 
Trust for Public Land, a nonprofit group, 
to come up with a price for the 880 acres, 
spent time at Simon Gulch and surveyed 
the raw land during the summer. 

Hansen factored in the most spectacular 
scenery as well as acreage best used by 
grazing cattle. He thought he’d nailed down 
a price everyone would agree upon and de¬ 
livered the dollar figure in the summer. 

The US. Forest Service, which had the 
final say, rejected it, startling Hansen, who 
has decades of appraisal experience. The 
Trust for Public Land was chagrined the 
process had stalled. The Bulloch family 
was not happy either. 

“That was upsetting to my clients,” 
Clarkson said. 

Up went signs warning about trespass¬ 
ing and down went hopes of an immediate 
resolution. 

National Park Service officials stopped 
issuing permits for the top-down hike. 
Springdale-based companies that shuttled 
people up to the Chamberlain Ranch trail- 


head for the hike worried about lost rev¬ 
enue amid a prolonged closure. 

Eager to resolve the issue, officials from 
Washington County offered to help medi¬ 
ate the dispute, and Bulloch agreed to take 
down the signs, meaning access through 
Simon Gulch would be permissible through 
the end of the year. 

A new firm is doing an appraisal of the 
Bulloch property and is expected to provide 
its findings in mid-December. Because the 
Hansen appraisal wasn’t accepted by the 
Forest Service, its dollar figure was not 
made public. 

Susanne Tracy, spokeswoman for the 


Forest Service, said in an email that her 
agency had completed a technical review 
of Hansen’s appraisal to determine wheth¬ 
er it complied with the Uniform Appraisal 
Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions 
and found it did not. 

“The Forest Service ... disapproved the 
appraisal as the basis for acquisition of the 
Simon Gulch easement,” Tracy wrote. 

Hansen said in a phone interview that 
the government was smearing his reputa¬ 
tion and making the Bullochs out to be un¬ 
reasonable and unwilling sellers. 

They aren’t, he said. 

“I view the government as being oppres¬ 


sive in this process and don’t want to pay 
the fair price,” Hansen said. 

Zion National Park, which celebrated its 
99th birthday this year, was established 
as Utah’s first national park by President 
Woodrow Wilson, but it has long had some 
access point disputes. 

Greg Hiner, southwest director of land 
protection for the Trust for Public Land, 
said the organization has been trying to as¬ 
sist in establishing conservation easements 
throughout Zion National Park’s 147,000 
acres for several years. Last month, the 
trust announced a donation to the National 
Park Service of a 35-acre inholding known 
as Firepit Knoll in the Kolob Terrace. 
That purchase will protect it from future 
development. 

Hiner said access to the Narrows is a 
high priority for everyone, given its popu¬ 
larity. In 2013, the trust worked out a con¬ 
servation easement deal with the owners 
of the Chamberlain Ranch trailhead to 
provide access into the canyon. He said he 
remains hopeful a deal can be worked out 
with the Bullochs. 

“I think everybody wants to see it done 
— and I include the Bulloch family in that,” 
Hiner said. 

The Bullochs say they too want the 
public to be able to access the Narrows 
through the top-down hike. Scott Bulloch, 
who declined an interview with the Los 
Angeles Times, told the Salt Lake Tribune 
last month that the issue involves a matter 
of fairness. 

“When the Forest Service people came 
down and looked at the (Simon Gulch) 
property, they said this land is priceless. 
Yet they don’t want to give us anything 
for it,” Bulloch said. “You can’t compare it 
with neighboring ranch land because it is 
the only property with the Zion Narrows.” 



Knaus advises hiker Annie Kitchen, of Phoenix that she and her companion are hiking 
on private land. 
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OPINION _ 

GM eschewed nostalgia as it cut jobs 


By Megan McArdle 

The Washington Post 

I n 1953, Charles Wilson, then the pres¬ 
ident of General Motors, famously 
told a congressional committee that 
“what was good for our country was 
good for General Motors, and vice versa.” 
A version of that soft industrial national¬ 
ism has been Donald Trump’s core po¬ 
litical philosophy. Though with a codicil: 
“What’s good for both is also very good for 
one Donald J. Trump.” 

The president has leaped to take the 
credit when even small numbers of auto 
jobs were added during his administration. 
In part that’s because of the electoral map; 
auto manufacturing is heavily concen¬ 
trated in the Midwestern states that sealed 
his 2016 victory. But Trump also clearly 
believes that the way to “Make America 
Great Again” is to bring back jobs from 
overseas. When he talks that way, he is 
looking back to the days of Wilson at GM, 
when the fortunes of America and its large 
manufacturers were so tightly linked that 
Wilson’s formula was less a fine bit of self- 
delusion than a simple statement of fact. 

During the midcentury peak of U.S. 
manufacturing prowess, the country’s in¬ 
dustrial might was the envy of the world, 
and auto companies were its crowning 
glory. General Motors was America’s larg¬ 
est company, and the state-of-the-art cars 
rolling off its assembly lines provided 
highly paid, secure jobs by the hundreds 
of thousands. When America prospered, so 
did GM — and when GM prospered, so did 
America. 

Wilsonianism has an undeniable appeal, 
and it’s not just helpless nostalgia. The for¬ 


mula’s underlying premise of a common 
national economic interest seems vastly 
preferable to our current politics, which 
offer little more than a battle to the death 
between the naked and incommensurable 
self-interests of various groups. 

But if a politics of that common national 
economic interest is possible, it won’t come 
about by simply fetishizing the jobs of 1953. 
Trump learned that on Monday, when GM 
announced it was cutting up to 15,000 jobs 
and shutting several production facilities 
in the United States and Canada. 

Trump, predictably, was furious, telling 
The Wall Street Journal, “They better damn 
well open a new plant there very quickly.” 
He seemed to be implicitly acknowledging 
that when he claimed the power to increase 
manufacturing in the United States, he 
would also be held responsible if it shrunk. 
Now that GM has announced a m^or re¬ 
structuring, his grandiose claim looks, and 
was, politically foolish. 

The truth is that Trump didn’t deserve 
much credit for the jobs added during his 
first two years in office; he also doesn’t de¬ 
serve much blame for the jobs GM is now 
shedding. 

Yes, the tariffs the Trump administra¬ 
tion has slapped on foreign steel aren’t 
helping an industry that consumes a whole 
lot of the stuff GM’s chief executive, 
Mary Barra, has listed tariffs as among 
the “headwinds” facing the company, and 
aluminum levies have cost the company 
$1 billion by themselves. But a modest in¬ 
crease in the cost of metal that is also borne 
by their competitors is unlikely to be the 
whole story. According to Mary Lovely, a 
trade economist, the tariffs “probably just 
added to the urgency of doing something 


to stem losses from unpopular models and 
production lines.” 

What is spurring the losses? Americans 
just aren’t interested in the smaller sedans 
many of the affected GM plants manufac¬ 
ture. Between better fuel efficiency and 
falling oil prices, Americans have greater 
freedom to indulge their long-standing 
preference for larger vehicles. As a result, 
SUVs and crossovers dominate U.S. auto 
purchases. 

In a Wilsonian America, GM might have 
hesitated to shut down production lines en¬ 
tirely, fearing what it would do to relation¬ 
ships with regulators, local communities 
and labor unions. But that America van¬ 
ished decades ago, and GM can’t afford to 
stage a historical re-enactment of its past 
glories. That’s how it got into so much trou¬ 
ble in 2008. 

It’s a good sign for the company that 
Barra isn’t acting like a traditional GM 
chief executive, letting things go along 
as before, hoping that nothing will ever 
change. Instead of waiting for disaster to 
force her hand, she is repositioning the 
company, while times are relatively good, 
for the market realities and technological 
changes shaking up the industry. 

But however good for GM Barra’s move 
ultimately proves to be, by Wilson’s metric 
— and by Trump’s — America is having 
a bad week. We no longer live in a coun¬ 
try where what’s good for big business is 
good for its workers or for its politicians. 
There may be no way back to such a place, 
but if there is, it’s pretty clear that Trump 
doesn’t have the map. 

Megan McArdle, a Washington Post opinions 
columnist, is a former columnist for Bloomberg 
View and author of “The Up Side of Down: Why 
Failing Well is the Key to Success.” 


Midterm voter turnout strong, but still not stellar 


By Amy Eskind 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

O ur democracy just won the trophy 
for Most Improved: The 49.4 per¬ 
cent voter turnout this month was 
higher than any midterm election 
in a century. But once we finish patting 
ourselves on the back, we need to look at 
the numbers again to take stock of what’s 
missing: half of the eligible voters in the 
United States. 

We’re never going to see 100 percent 
voter turnout. But when half of the elec¬ 
torate is abstaining, we install elected of¬ 
ficials who don’t necessarily represent the 
majority opinion. We can’t “vote the bums 
out” if we don’t vote. 

Writ large, the electoral choices were 
pretty stark. Would President Donald 
Trump continue to govern with little check 
on his actions? Would the U.S. save health 
coverage for pre-existing conditions? Take 
action on climate change or gun violence? 
More than half of eligible voters didn’t re¬ 
cord an opinion. 

In California, where same-day registra¬ 
tion makes it easy to cast a ballot, voters 
were weighing in on housing costs, water 
infrastructure, the governorship and con¬ 
gressional representatives. Still, of the 
25.6 million Californians eligible to vote, 
13 million sat on the sidelines. 

Texas had a budding Democratic su¬ 
perstar challenging a former GOP presi¬ 
dential candidate in a $90 million Senate 
race. Outreach efforts were Herculean. 
The Beto O’Rourke campaign knocked on 
nearly 2 million doors and made more than 
8.5 million phone calls to potential voters. 
O’Rourke told Rolling Stone, “What we are 
doing is the bar-none largest grass-roots 
registration, and contact, and conversa¬ 
tion, and turnout operation that you’ve 
seen in the state of Texas. Ever.” And yet. 


with 46.1 percent turnout, almost 10 mil¬ 
lion eligible Texans did not vote. 

In Florida, where contests for governor 
and senator were so close they ended in a 
recount, turnout was better: 54.3 percent. 
Still, 6.9 million voters abstained. 

Smarting from 2016, Rock the Vote, Vote, 
org and other nonprofits and PACs used 
texts, social media, clever campaigns and 
partnerships to disseminate information 
on how to register and vote. Celebrities am¬ 
plified the message to young people. Taylor 
Swift took a stand on social media. Rihan- 
na wrote on Instagram: “Who is awake this 
morning? And who’s woke? Cause today 
is an extremely crucial day to the future 
of America!!! Today is the last day in 14 
states to REGISTER TO VOTE...” Voting 
became cool, but two-thirds of those 18 to 
29 didn’t heed the call. 

Increasing turnout among young people 
is a conundrum. Research shows those 
contacted directly by candidates or other 
outreach campaigns are more likely to 
vote, but campaigns understandably focus 
their efforts on likely voters, not first-tim¬ 
ers. Two-thirds of this age group were 
never contacted, according to researchers 
at Tufts University. 

Outreach to the Latino community did a 
little better. The Democratic Congressio¬ 
nal Campaign Committee spent $30 mil¬ 
lion on reaching Latino voters this cycle. 
Voto Latino and others helped register vot¬ 
ers. Univision, the largest media company 
serving the U.S. Spanish-speaking audi¬ 
ence, launched Vota Conmigo (Vote With 
Me). Early voting figures showed Latino 
participation up 174 percent compared 
with the 2014 midterm, according to the 
Democratic committee. A quarter of those 
voters in 2018 said they were participating 
in a midterm for the first time. It’s a step. 

It doesn’t make sense to simply blame 


apathetic citizens. In a Pew Research Cen¬ 
ter survey a month before this election, 91 
percent of respondents said voting was im¬ 
portant. At the same time, only 73 percent 
said it was convenient and 70 percent said 
it was straightforward. And sure enough, 
those concerns played out across the 
country. Some states don’t allow early vot¬ 
ing. Precincts were closed in some urban 
areas, or closed early, or ran out of ballots, 
or gave voters a hard time when their sig¬ 
natures weren’t an exact match. Machines 
were broken. Wait times could be hours 
long. Some potential voters were misin¬ 
formed or confused about state-by-state 
ID requirements. 

There is more work to do to make voting 
more accessible. The states with the high¬ 
est turnout included two predominantly 
vote-by-mail states — Colorado (61.9 per¬ 
cent) and Oregon (61.3 percent) — so con¬ 
venience certainly makes a difference. But 
even in perennial high-turnout Minnesota 
(64.3 percent this year), 1.4 million people 
out of 4 million eligible didn’t vote. 

The United States has long professed 
the merits of democracy around the world, 
but we need to do better ourselves. Truly, 
we should aspire to rank among the top 
in turnout among developed countries. 
Belgium delivered 90 percent turnout in 
its last election (but voting is compulsory 
there). Sweden (where voting is optional) 
had a turnout this year of 87 percent. 

Of course, those countries are much, 
much smaller than the US., and their 
populations are more homogeneous. But 
having 80 percent or more eligible voters 
cast a ballot is a reasonable goal for us. For 
the U.S. to deserve a Democracy trophy, 
and not just Most Improved, we must aim 
higher. Yes, more than 116 million voted, 
but almost 120 million didn’t. 

Amy Eskind is a freelance writer in Washington. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Cloud 9: Microsoft stock soars past rivals 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella looks on during a video as he delivers the keynote address at Build, the 
company’s annual conference for software developers, in Seattle in May. Microsoft is threatening to 
overtake Apple as the world’s most valuable publicly traded company. 


By Matt O’Brien 

Associated Press 

Wall Street investors are enam¬ 
ored with a newly emergent tech 
company. 

It has nothing to do with post¬ 
ing selfies or finding a soul mate. 
The company is making billions 
of dollars selling cloud-comput¬ 
ing and other technical services 
to offices around the world. 

Say hello to Microsoft, the 
1990s home-computing power¬ 
house that is having a renaissance 
moment — eclipsing Facebook, 
Google, Amazon and the other 
tech darlings of the late decade. 

Now it is close to surpassing 
Apple as the world’s most valu¬ 
able publicly traded company. 
As other tech giants stumble, its 
steady resilience is paying off. 

That Microsoft is even close 
to eclipsing Apple — and did so 
briefly a few times this week — 
would have been unheard of just 
a few years ago. 

But under CEO Satya Nadella, 
Microsoft has found stability by 
moving away from its flagship 
Windows operating system and 
focusing on cloud-computing ser¬ 
vices with long-term business 
contracts. 

“They’ve finally turned the 
corner and have become a viable 
cloud player,” said Daniel Mor¬ 
gan, senior portfolio manager for 
Synovus Trust. “They’ve made a 
very strong transition away from 
the desktop.” 

A brief period of trading Mon¬ 
day was the first time in more 
than eight years that Microsoft 
was worth more than Apple. Mi¬ 
crosoft surpassed Apple again 
briefly Tuesday before Apple 
closed on top with a market value 
of $827 billion, just 0.5 percent 
ahead of Microsoft’s $822 billion. 

Apple has been the world’s most 


prosperous firm since claiming 
the top spot from Exxon Mobil 
earlier this decade. 

Microsoft became a contender 
again in large part because Ap¬ 
ple’s stock has fallen 25 percent 
since early October, while Micro¬ 
soft hasn’t done any worse than 
the rest of the stock market. But 
the fact that it hasn’t done poorly 
is a reflection of its steady focus 
on business customers in recent 
years. 

Just a few years ago, Micro¬ 
soft’s prospects looked bleak. 
The company was dependent on 
licensing fees from the Windows 
operating system used in per¬ 
sonal computers, but people were 
spending money instead on the 
latest smartphones. 

In 2013, PC sales plunged 10 
percent to about 315 million, the 
worst year-to-year drop ever, ac¬ 
cording to research firms Gart¬ 
ner and IDC. It didn’t help that 


Microsoft’s effort to make PCs 
more like phones, Windows 8, 
was widely panned. 

But a turnaround began when 
the Redmond, Wash., company 
promoted Nadella as CEO in 
2014. He succeeded Microsoft’s 
longtime CEO, Steve Ballmer, 
who initially scoffed at the no¬ 
tion that people would be willing 
to pay $500 or more for Apple’s 
iPhones. 

Windows is now a fraction of 
Microsoft’s business. While the 
company still runs consumer- 
focused businesses such as Bing 
search and Xbox gaming, it has 
prioritized business-oriented 
services such as its Office line of 
email and other workplace soft¬ 
ware, as well as newer additions 
such as Linkedin and Skype. 

But its biggest growth has hap¬ 
pened in the cloud, particularly 
the cloud platform it calls Azure. 
Cloud computing now accounts 


for more than a quarter of Mi¬ 
crosoft’s revenue, and Microsoft 
rivals Amazon as a leading pro¬ 
vider of such services. 

Being less reliant on consumer 
demand helped shield Microsoft 
from holiday season turbulence 
and U.S.-China trade war jitters 
affecting Apple and other tech 
companies. 

President Donald Trump ampli¬ 
fied those tariff concerns when he 


MARKET WATCH 


Nov. 27, 2018 

Dow Jones 108.49 

industrials 24,748.73 

Nasdaq q.SS 

composite 7,082.70 

Standard & 8.72 

Poor’s 500 2 682 17 

Russell -13.10 


told The Wall Street Journal in a 
story pubhshed Monday that new 
tariffs could affect iPhones and 
laptops imported from China. 

The iPhone maker had already 
seen its stock fall after reporting 
a mixed bag of quarterly results 
earlier this month amid fears 
about how the technology indus¬ 
try will fare in the face of such 
threats as rising interest rates, 
increased government regulation 
and Trump’s escalating trade war 
with China. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 29).$1.1578 

Dollar buys (Nov. 29).€0.8637 

British pound (Nov. 29).$1.31 

Japanese yen (Nov. 29).111.00 

South Korean won (Nov. 29).1,102.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.2780 

Canada (Dollar) 1 3339 

China (Yuan) 6 9536 

Denmark (Krone).6.6166 

Egypt (Pound).17.9202 

Euro.$1.1278/0.8867 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8263 

Hungary (Forint).287.60 

Israel (Shekel) 3 7327 

Japan (Yen) 113 93 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3043 

Norway (Krone).8.6101 

Philippines (Peso).52.62 

Poland (Zloty) 3 81 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7504 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3780 

South Korea (Won).1,129.40 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9991 

Thailand (Baht).33.03 

Turkey (Lira).5.2605 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 5 25 

Discount rate.2.75 

Federal funds market rate.2.20 

3-month bill.2.34 

30-year bond 3 32 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


THURSDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST 
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QIQ YOU CATCH "THE. A$K 
S-A91E &H0W’r THEY WERE 
TALKim AmOT 
IMMOKTALITY.^ 



~ they miq that m juat . 

?0 YE AKA, WE'LL g£ ABLE To' 
TKAfJAFER OUK MIWA TO 
A AEKYER, AHOOT IT IMTO 
PEEP APACE WHERE THE 
COLP WILL HELP THE HARP 
PRil/E AURI/IVE FOR EOfJA, 
AW LIYE IN A 
VIRTUAL WORLP. 


YOU'RE INTERRUPT me 
TOPAY'A HOy TO BE AM 
ALPHA LEAAON, LITTLE BUPPY 


n 


BUT WHAT IF WE’VE 
ALREApy PONE THAT? 
WHAT IF IT'A LIKE THE 
MATRIX, OR UKE ELON 
MUAK'A THEORIEA, ANP 
N0THIN& WE AEE lA 
REALLY REAL? 


WHAT IF I AA / WAA 
RIGHT NOW, AArm... 
WERE IN A\ ALPHAA PON'T 
HARP PRIVe\ tell ’VRANUA" 

orbiting urK ■^OKEA. 






I know tVie mertg, room ^ 
Via^ a <;Kan^ing tatle, tut 
I <ian t jufi,t atavLclovL mij 
fi.-pot kere, <ian I? 

'h, 




King iWtur 

^_ BlZAKKO.COM 

Fac!el.w)k.doffi./2izarroCoYnic!£ 

©2018 glZARBj- 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Remain 
5 Rope fiber 
9 Feedbag morsel 

12 Toy block name 

13 Author Quindlen 

14 “Alice” waitress 

15 Starch-yielding 
plant 

17 Little lie 

18 Cracker type 

19 Irritable 

21 Symbol of 
strength 

22 Dickens’ Heep 
24 Karate school 

27 Away from WSW 

28 Pyramid, maybe 

31 Glamorous 
Gardner 

32 201, in old Rome 

33 Tic-tac-toe win 

34 PC alternatives 

36 Scamper 

37 Harrow rival 

38 Out of order 

40 “That’s a laugh!” 

41 Cellist Casals 
43 Derby prizes 

47 2016 Olympics 
city 

48 “Sundown” 
singer Gordon 

51 Commotion 

52 Elbow 
counterpart 

53 Forearm bone 

11-29 

RPPDRZOMG ILFMDZKS VBL 

EMQEMSTRDDW XMBRFMG 

DZHM BM VRK RXLTS SVMDFM 

WMRQK LDG: ORQH SVMMI . 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMETHING POSED 
A SIGNIFICANT RISK TO PRIMATES, YOU COULD 
CALL THAT A PERIL OF MONKEYS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; F equals V 


54 Wrestling surface 23 Check 

55 From the start 24 Weir 

56 For fear that 


DOWN 

1 Dross 

2 Region (Abbr.) 

3 Taj Mahal city 

4 Attention- 
getting call 

5 Injure 

6 Rock’s Brian 

7 6 on a phone 

8 Singer LaBelle 

9 Branch 

10 Landed 

11 Country 
singer Keith 

16 Letter sealer 
20 Chow down 
22 Full-length, 
like a film 


25 Lab eggs 

26 Soldier’s footwear 

27 Beige 

29 Cow’s comment 

30 “— voyage!” 

35 Bando of 

baseball 
37 Juicy bit of 
gossip 

39 Gdansk dance 

40 Grass shack 

41 Baby carriage 

42 Opera set 
in Egypt 

43 “Close one!” 

44 Only 

45 Billions of years 

46 RBI, for one 

49 Hostel 

50 “Gosh!” 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CiV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 


■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


H&R Block located in 
mall for Tax Seaso 
Experience preferred. 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmischi Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SlARS^ STRI PES. 

Unlimited 
Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes nnobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro baseball 


Free agents 

NEW YORK — The 151 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 miilion qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (6) - Nathan Eovaldi, rhp; 
Joe Kelly, rhp; q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; Ian 
Kinsler, 2b; Brandon Phillips, 2b; Drew 
Pomeranz, Ihp. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; Hector Santiago, 
Ihp; James Shields, rhp. 

CLEVELAND (9) - Cody Allen, rhp; 
Michael Brantley, of; Melky Cabrera; of; 
Rajai Davis, of; Brandon Guyer, of; An¬ 
drew Miller, Ihp; Oliver Perez, Ihp; Adam 
Rosales, inf; Josh Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (6) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Charlie Mor¬ 
ton, rhp; Tony Sipp, Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Garrett Richards, rhp; Blake Wood, rhp; 
Junichi Tazawa, rhp; Chris Young, of; Eric 
Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Bellsle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (7) - Zach Britton, Ihp; J.A. 
Happ, Ihp; Adeiny Hechavarria, ss; Lance 
Lynn, rhp; Andrew McCutchen, of; David 
Robertson, rhp; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND (8) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; Jeurys Familia, rhp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp; Jed Lowrie, 2b; Jona¬ 
than Lucroy, c. 

SEATTLE (8) — Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Nelson Cruz, dh; Zach Duke, Ihp; Camer¬ 
on Maybin, of; David Phelps, rhp; Andrew 
Romine, inf-of; Denard Span, of; Adam 
Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (8) - Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Robinson Chirinos, c; Bar- 
tolo Colon, rhp; Doug Fister, rhp; Yovani 
Gallardo, rhp; c; Matt Moore, Ihp; Martin 
Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (9) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
q-Patrick Corbin, Ihp; Randall Delgado, 
rhp; Daniel Descalso, inf; Jake Diekman, 
Ihp; Jon Jay, of; q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris 
Stewart, c; Brad Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (8) — Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Anibal San¬ 
chez, rhp. 

CHICAGO (6) — Jesse Chavez, rhp; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; Jaime Garcia, Ihp; 
Daniel Murphy, 2b; Bobby Wilson, c; Jus¬ 
tin Wilson, Ihp; 

CINCINNATI (1) - Matt Harvey, rhp. 
COLORADO (6) - Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; DJ Le- 
Mahieu, 2b; Adam Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo 
Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - John Axford, rhp; 
Brian Dozier, 2b; q-Yasmani Grandal, c; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (6) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Jordan Lyles, rhp; 
Wade Miley, Ihp; Mike Moustakas, 3b; 
Joakim Soria, rhp. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (4) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp, 
Wilson Ramos, c. 

PITTSBURGH (2) - Josh Harrison, 2b; 
Jordy Mercer, ss. 

ST. LOUIS (3) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp; Tyson Ross, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Derek Holland, Ihp; Nick Hundley, c; 
Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Kelvin Herrera, 
rhp; Greg Holland, rhp; Mark Reynolds, 
lb; Matt Wieters, c. 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Deals 


Schedule 

Thursday, Nov. 29 
SOUTH 

Charleston Southern at The Citadel 

Friday, Nov. 30 
MIDWEST 

MAC Championship: Buffalo (10-2) vs. 
N. Illinois (7-5) at Detroit 

Pac-12 Championship: Utah (9-3) vs. 
Washington (9-3) at Santa Clara, Calif. 

Saturday, Dec. 1 
SOUTH 

Louisiana-Lafayette (7-6) at Appala¬ 
chian St. (9-2) 

East Carolina (3-8) at NC State (8-3) 
Akron (4-7) at South Carolina (6-5) 
Marshall (8-3) at Virginia Tech (5-6) 
C-USA Championship: UAB (9-3) at 
Middle Tennessee (8-4) 

Norfolk St. (4-6) at Liberty (5-6) 

AAC Championship: Memphis (8-4) at 
UCF(ll-O) 

SEC Championship: Georgia (11-1) vs. 
Alabama (12-0) at Atlanta 

SWAC Championship: Southern U. (7- 
3) at Alcorn St. (8-3) 

ACC Championship: Pittsburgh (7-5) 
vs. Clemson (12-0) at Charlotte, N.C. 
MIDWEST 

Drake (7-3) at Iowa St. (7-4) 

Big Ten championship: Northwestern 
(8-4) vs. Ohio St. (11-1) at Indianapolis 

SOUTHWEST 

Big 12 Championship: Texas (9-3) vs. 
Oklahoma (11-1) at Arlington, Texas 

FAR WEST 

MWC Championship: Fresno St. (10-2) 
at Boise St. (10-2) 

Stanford (7-4) at California (7-4) 

FCS playoffs 

Second Round 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Jacksonville St. (9-3) at Maine (8-3) 
James Madison (9-3) at Colgate (9-1) 
Wofford (9-3) at Kennesaw St. (10-1) 
Montana St. (8-4) at N. Dakota St. (11-0) 
Duquesne (9-3) at S. Dakota St. (8-2) 
SE Missouri St. (9-3) at Weber St. (9-2) 
Nicholls St. (9-3) at E. Washington (9-2) 

N. Iowa (7-5) at UC Davis (9-2) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Slippery Rock (11-2) at Notre Dame 
(Ohio) (12-0) 

Tarleton State (12-0) at Minnesota- 
Mankato (12-0) 

Lenoir-Rhyne (12-1) at Valdosta State 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Ferris State (13-0) at Ouachita Baptist 
(12-0) 

NCAA Division III playoffs 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Muhlenberg (11-1) at Mount Union (12-0) 
RPI QO-1) at Johns Hopkins Ql-1) 

St. John’s (Minn.) (12-0) at Mary Har- 
din-Baylor (12-0) 

Bethel (Minn.) (11-1) at Wisconsin- 
Whitewater (11-0) 

NAIA playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 1 

Saint Francis (Ind.) (10-2) at Morning- 
side (Iowa) (13-0) 

Benedictine (Kan.) (12-1) at Kansas 
Wesleyan (13-0) 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 15 
At Municipal Stadium 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Semifinal winners 


New England 
Miami 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 


Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 

8 3 0 

5 6 0 

4 7 0 
3 8 0 

South 
8 3 0 

6 5 0 

5 6 0 
3 8 0 

North 


Pet PF PA 

727 307 249 
455 223 283 
364 161 272 
273 221 281 

727 273 222 
545 325 273 
455 195 223 
273 197 243 


7 3 : 


6 1 


Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 
Oakland 


Dallas 
Washington 
Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 


New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 


West 

9 2 0 
8 3 0 

5 6 0 

2 9 0 _ 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
l/V L T 

6 5 0 
6 5 0 
5 6 0 

3 8 0 

South 


682 316 249 
545 271 198 
455 276 347 
409 253 283 


818 404 294 
727 307 219 
455 252 252 
182 187 327 


Pet PF PA 

.545 234 213 
.545 220 229 
.455 230 253 
.273 237 288 


10 1 0 
6 5 0 
4 7 0 
4 7 0 


.909 409 256 
.545 287 282 
.364 280 307 
.364 294 338 


Chicago 8 3 0 .727 317 211 

Minnesota 6 4 1 .591 265 246 

Green Bay 4 6 1 .409 264 267 

Detroit 4 7 0 .364 238 286 

West 

L.A. Rams 10 1 0 .909 389 282 

Seattle 6 5 0 .545 276 243 

Arizona 2 9 0 .182 155 293 

San Francisco 2 9 0 .182 239 293 

Thursday, Nov. 22 
Chicago 23, Detroit 16 
Dallas 31, Washington 23 
New Orleans 31, Atlanta 17 
Sunday, Nov. 25 
New England 27, N.Y. Jets 13 
Baltimore 34, Oakland 17 
Seattle 30, Carolina 27 
Philadelphia 25, N.Y. Giants 22 
Tampa Bay 27, San Francisco 9 
Cleveland 35, Cincinnati 20 
Buffalo 24, Jacksonville 21 
L.A. Chargers 45, Arizona 10 
Indianapolis 27, Miami 24 
Denver 24, Pittsburgh 17 
Minnesota 24, Green Bay 17 
Open: L.A. Rams, Kansas City 
Monday, Nov. 26 
Houston 34, Tennessee 17 
Thursday’s game 
New Orleans at Dallas 

Sunday’s games 
L.A. Rams at Detroit 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Green Bay 
Denver at Cincinnati 
Baltimore at Atlanta 
Chicago at N.Y. Giants 
Cleveland at Houston 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville 
Buffalo at Miami 
N.Y. Jets at Tennessee 
Kansas City at Oakland 
San Francisco at Seattle 
Minnesota at New England 
L.A. Chargers at Pittsburgh 
Monday’s game 
Washington at Philadelphia 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

American International 4, Holy Cross 3 

MIDWEST 

Notre Dame 2, N. Michigan 1, OT 


Pro soccer 


MLS playoffs 

Knockout Round 
Wednesday, Oct. 31 

New York City FC 3, Philadelphia 1 
Portland 2, FC Dallas 1 

Thursday, Nov. 1 

Columbus 2, D.C. United 2, Columbus 
advances on penalty kicks 3-2 
Real Salt Lake 3, Los Angeles FC 2 

Conference Semifinals 


Columbus 1, New York 0 
Atlanta 1, New York City FC 0 
Western Conference 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Real Salt Lake 1 
Second leg 
Eastern Conference 
Atlanta 3, New York City FC 1, Atlanta 
advances on 4-1 aggregate 

New Yok 3, Columbus 0, New York ad¬ 
vances on 3-1 aggregate 

Western Conference 
Seattle 3, Portland 2, 4-4 aggregate; 
Portland advanced on 4-2 penaTty kicks 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Real Salt Lake 
2, Sporting KC advances on 5-3 aggre- 

Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 
First leg 

Atlanta 3, New York 0 

Second leg 

Thursday: Atlanta at New York 

Western Conference 
First leg 

Sporting Kansas City 0, Portland 0 

Second leg 

Thursday: Portland at Sporting Kan¬ 
sas City 

MLS Cup 
Saturday, Dec. 8 

Sporting Kansas City-Portland winner 
at Atlanta-New York winner 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Molloy 88, Concordia (N.Y.) 86 
Penn 76, Delaware St. 48 
Penn St. 63, Virginia Tech 62 
Providence 69, Fairleigh Dickinson 59 
Rosemont 69, NYU 66 
Sacred Heart 98, Hartford 89 
Shippensburg 91, Chestnut Hill 69 
St. Francis (Pa.) 113, Bloomsburg 59 
St. John’s 85, Md.-Eastern Shore 64 
UConn 97, Mass.-Lowell 75 
Wilmington (Del.) 77, Millersville 71 
Yeshiva 124, St. Joseph’s (NY) 94 
SOUTH 

American U. 74, VMI 64 
Central Baptist 81, Freed-Hardeman 62 
Centre 80, Franklin 71 
Chattanooga 95, Hiwassee 62 
Covenant 79, Maryville (Tenn.) 58 
Davidson 76, Charlotte 56 
Duke 90, Indiana 69 
ETSU 69, Georgia Southern 64 
Elon 92, Central Penn 59 
Florida 98, North Florida 66 
Georgetown (Ky.) 108, Kentucky Chris¬ 
tian 87 

Georgia 84, Kennesaw St. 51 
Louisiana-Monroe 80, Northwestern St. 52 
Louisville 82, Michigan St. 78, OT 
Mercer 90, Brewton-Parker 65 
Midway 81, Berea 71 
N. Kentucky 93, Morehead St. 71 
Southern U. 74, Wiley 65 
Stony Brook 79, Norfolk St. 73 
The Citadel 112, High Point 87 
UNC Greensboro 111, Greensboro 33 
UNC Wilmington 95, East Carolina 86 
Vanderbilt 120, Savannah St. 85 
Wake Forest 71, W. Carolina 64 
MIDWEST 

Ball St. 108, Tiffin 62 
Bethany Lutheran 88, Wis.-Stout 83 
Cincinnati 105, Ark.-Pine Bluff 49 
Iowa 69, Pittsburgh 68 
Lakeland 83, Edgewood 69 
Lawrence 81, Sliver Lake 79 
Marquette 76, Charleston Southern 55 
Minn. St.-Moorhead 94, Mayville St. 73 
Minot St. 66, Valley City St. 59 
Nevada 79, Loyola of Chicago 65 
North Central (III.) 36, Finlandia 28 
Notre Dame 76, Illinois 74 
Ohio 89, Iona 65 
SE Missouri 72, Missouri S&T 69 
Temple 79, Missouri 77 
Wayne (Neb.) 87, Nebraska-Kearney 58 
Winona St. 83, Viterbo 66 
Wis.-River Falls 96, Northwestern 
(Minn.) 77 

Wis.-Whitewater 92, Beloit 65 
Wisconsin 79, NC State 75 
Wright St. 58, Cedarville 39 

SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 90, Howard Payne 53 
Baylor 63, South Dakota 57 
SMU 79, Lamar 65 
Tulsa 72, Texas-Arlington 58 

FAR WEST 

Idaho 98, West Coast Baptist 44 
Montana St. 79, North Dakota 76 
NW Christian 86, Corban 82 
S. Illinois 82, Colorado St. 67 
San Diego St. 87, Jackson St. 44 
Washington 83, E. Washington 59 
Washington St. 103, CS Northridge 92 
Weber St. 100, Benedictine Mesa 61 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 
No game scheduled 

Friday’s games 

No. 9 Michigan State at Rutgers 
No. 14 Iowa vs. No. 22 Wisconsin 
No. 17 Texas vs. Radford 
No. 21 Buffalo vs. Milwaukee at The 
SSE Arena, Belfast, Northern Ireland 
No. 25 Mississippi State at Dayton 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 1 

At The Entertainment and Sports 
Arena in Washington, Dusty Harrison 
vs.James Winchester, 10, super welter¬ 
weights. 

At Videotron Centre, Quebec City, 
Adonis Stevenson vs. Oleksandr Gvoz- 
dyk, 12, for Stevenson’s WBC World light 
heavyweight title; Sebastien Bouchard 
vs. All Funeka, 10, welterweights; Mikael 
Zewski vs. Aaron Herrera, 10, for Zews- 
ki’s WBC International welterweight 
title; Oscar Rivas vs. Fabio Maldonado, 
10, for Rivas’ NABF heavyweight title; 
Shakeel Phinn vs. Dario Bredicean, 10, 
for the vacant IBF Inter-Continental su¬ 
per middleweight title. 

At Staples Center, Los Angeles, Deon- 
tay Wilder vs. Tyson Fury, 12, for Wilder’s 
WBC heavyweight title; Jarrett Hurd vs. 
Jason Welborn, 12, for Hurd’s WBA Su¬ 
per World-IBF-IBO super welterweight 
Titles; Luis Ortiz vs. Travis Kauffman, 10, 
heavyweights; Joe Joyce vs. Joe Hanks, 
10, heavyweights; Mark Barriga vs. Car¬ 
los Licona, 12, for the vacant IBF straw- 
weight title; Chris Arreola vs. Maurenzo 
Smith, 10, heavyweights. 

Dec. 8 

At Madison Square Garden Theater, 
New York, Vasyl Lomachenko vs. Jose Pe- 
draza, 12, for Lomachenko’s WBA light¬ 
weight title and Pedraza’s WBO light¬ 
weight title; Isaac Dogboe vs. Emanuel 
Navarrete, 12, for Dogboe’s WBO junior 
featherweight title; Teofimo Lopez vs. 
Mason Menard, 10, lightweights. 

Dec. 14 

At The American Bank Center, Corpus 
Christ!, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Jesse 
Hart, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super mid¬ 
dleweight title 

Dec. IS 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Rocky Fielding vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, for 
Fielding’s WBA regular super middle¬ 
weight title; David Lemieux vs. Tureano 
Johnson, 12, middleweights; Tevin Farm¬ 
er vs. Francisco Fonseca, 12, for Farmer’s 
IBF junior lightweight title; Sadam All vs. 
Mauricio Herrera, 10, welterweights. 


Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Bloomsburg 77, Chestnut Hill 62 
Brown 78, Johnson & Wales (Rl) 46 
George Washington 76, Towson 63 
Providence 61, Boston College 57 
Rhode Island 77, North Dakota 63 
Seton Hall 90, Mass.-Lowell 57 
Yale 74, Wagner 41 

SOUTH 

Alabama 59, Stetson 47 
Freed-Hardeman 79, Central Baptist 38 
Georgetown (Ky.) 68, Midway 54 
Jacksonville St. 84, Montevallo 52 
Longwood 83, Md.-Eastern Shore 71 
SE Louisiana 50, Jackson St. 45 
Southern Miss. 69, Northwestern St. 54 
William & Mary 63, East Carolina 43 
MIDWEST 

Augustana (SD) 96, Waldorf 63 
Carroll (Wis.) 72, Lakeland 57 
Concordia (Moor.) 74, St. Benedict 68 
E. Michigan 52, UlC 38 
Lawrence 69, Marantha Baptist 49 
Minn.-Morris 56, Macalester 50 
Minot St. 66, Valley City St. 59 
Oklahoma St. 60, Wichita St. 47 
Saint Catherine 72, Northland 64 
Sioux Falls 98, Presentation 46 
W. Illinois 81, William Woods 73 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas St. 74, Murray St. 63 

FAR WEST 

Arizona 84, Incarnate Word 42 
Colorado 80, Pepperdine 65 
Loyola Marymount 60, UC Davis 53 
S. Utah 67, BYU 64 
Wyoming 66, Montana St. 58 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 1 Notre Dame vs. No. 14 Iowa 
No. 5 Louisville vs. Nebraska 
No. 7 Maryland vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 12 Syracuse at No. 20 Minnesota 
No. 13 N.C. State vs. Michigan 
No. 17 Texas A&M vs. Lamar 
No. 21 Miami at Purdue 
Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Released 
RHP Alex Meyer. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Assigned LHP 
Hoby Milner outright to Durham (IL). 
Signed C Anthony Bemboom and LHP 
Ryan Sherriff to minor league contracts. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Designated 
RHP Mark Leiter Jr. for assignment. 
Claimed RHP Oliver Drake off waivers 
from Tampa Bay. 

National League 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Agreed to 
terms with C Erik Kratz on a one-year 
contract. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Designated 
RHP Alex McRae for assignment. Agreed 
to terms with OF Lonnie Chisenhall on a 
one-year contract. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Assigned RHP 
Derian Gonzalez outright to Memphis 
(PCL). Promoted Randy Flores to assis¬ 
tant general manager/director of scout¬ 
ing, Ernie Moore to director of team 
travel and Mark Walsh to clubhouse 
manager. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Assigned SS Al¬ 
len Cordoba outright to El Paso (PCL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Placed Washington Redskins’ 
LB Reuben Foster on the commissioner 
exempt list. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released CB 
Chris Jones. Released DGT Vincent Val¬ 
entine from the practice squad. Signed 
CBs Dontae Johnson and Quinten Rollins. 
Signed WR Jalen Tolliver to the practice 

^'’buffalo bills - Released P Colton 
Schmidt. Signed P Matt Darr. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed WR Cyril 
Grayson to the practice squad. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Placed TE Jeff 
Heuerman on injured reserve. Designag- 
ted OT Andreas Knappe practice squad/ 
reserve injured. Signed TE Temarrick 
Hemingway from the practice squad and 
DL Caushaud Lyons, TE Tim Semisch and 
OL Dan Skipper to the practice squad. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Signed OT 
Gerhard de Beer to the practice squad. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Placed S An¬ 
drew Sendejo on injured reserve. Waived 
DE Jonathan Wynn from practice squad/ 
injured. Signed CB Craig James. Signed 
CB Jalen Myrick to the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Placed DE Jac- 
quies Smith on injured reserve. Signed G 
Chaz Green and TE Darren Waller. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Placed DB 
Jimmie Ward on injured reserve. Claimed 
CB Godwin Igwebuike off waivers from 
Tampa Bay. Signed LB James Onwualu 
from the practice squad and LB Tyrell 
Adams and WR Max McCaffrey to the 
practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Claimed 
LB Reuben Foster off waivers from San 
Francisco. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled G 
Hunter Miska from Tucson (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned G Pe¬ 
ter Budaj and F Gabriel Vilardi to Ontario 
(AHL). Placed F Trevor Lewis on injured 
reserve, retroactive to Nov. 16. Activated 
G Jonathan Quick from injured reserve. 

OTTAWA SENATORS - Assigned G 
Marcus Hogberg from Belleville (AHL) to 
Brampton (ECHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Assigned F 
Mitch Hults from Syracuse (AHL) to Or¬ 
lando (ECHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

CHICAGO FIRE — Exercised options 
on M Brandt Bronico, F Diego Campos, 
G Stefan Cleveland, D Jorge Corrales, 
M/D Raheem Edwards and D/M Nicolas 
Hasler. 

FC CINCINNATI - Signed M Emmanuel 
Ledesma. 

LOS ANGELES FC - Exercised options 
on G Tyler Miller, F Shaft Brewer Jr. and 
Ms Mark-Anthony Kaye, Lee Nguyen and 
Josh Perez. 

MINNESOTA UNITED - Exercised op¬ 
tions on G Bobby Shuttlesworth, Ms Col¬ 
lin Martin and Rasmus Schuller and Ds 
Michael Boxall, Carter Manley and Wy¬ 
att Omsberg. Returned M Maximiano to 
Fluminense (Serie A-Brazil) and F Alexi 
Gomez to Universitario de Deportes (Tor- 
neo Descentralizado-Peru). 

MONTREAL IMPACT - Exercised op¬ 
tions for D Victor Cabrera; Gs Jason 
Beaulieu, Maxime Crepeau and James 
Pantemis; and Ms Micheal Azira, Ken 
Krolicki and Jeisson Vargas. 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Signed 
M Nicolas Firmino. 

ORLANDO CITY SC - Fired general 
manager of soccer operations Niki Bu- 
dalic. 

PHILADELPHIA UNION - Named David 
Pettican youth general manager. 

TORONTO FC — Declined options 
on G Clint Irwin and F Tosaint Ricketts. 
Agreed to terminate the contract of M 
Ager Aketxe. 

VANCOUVER WHITECAPS - Exercised 
options on G Sean Melvin, F Erik Hurtado, 
Ds Doneil Henry and Brett Levis and Ms 
Nicolas Mezquida, David Norman Jr. and 
Yordy Reyna. 

COLLEGE 

FLORIDA — DB Chauncey Gardner- 
Johnson will enter the NFL draft. 

NORTH CAROLINA - Named Mack 
Brown football coach. 

SOUTHERN CAL - Offensive coordi¬ 
nator Tee Martin, defensive line coach 
Kenechi Udeze and defensive backs 
coach Ronnie Bradford will not be re¬ 
tained. Quarterbacks coach Bryan Ellis 
announced his resignation. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NHL 


Top 25 roundup 


Louisville upends 
No. 9 Michigan St. 


Associated Press 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — No mat¬ 
ter what line he shot from behind 
against No. 9 Michigan State, 
Louisville junior guard Ryan Mc¬ 
Mahon was feeling it. 

The Cardinals fed off his en¬ 
ergy to not only give first-year 
coach Chris Mack a significant 
win, but a gutsy one at that. 

McMahon made two free 
throws with 7.1 seconds remain¬ 
ing in overtime before Jordan 
Nwora made another from the 
line with 3.1 seconds left to seal 
it as Louisville upset the Spartans 
82-78 on Tuesday night in the 
ACC/Big Ten Challenge. 

McMahon scored all seven of 
his points in the extra session 
from the foul line to finish with a 
career-high 24. Highlighting that 
total was 12-for-13 free-throw 
shooting and four three-point¬ 
ers to top his previous best of 15 
points last tied in January against 
Pittsburgh. He missed his one 
two-point attempt, but that was 
forgotten as he converted fre¬ 
quent opportunities at the line. 

“I would say it’s being aggres¬ 
sive,” McMahon said. “It really 
helps when I’m knocking down 
shots, too, because then guys 
have to play me a little bit tight¬ 
er, they’ve got to run out at me a 
bit longer and I can get a step on 
them and cause help to come over 
or the guy on me has to foul me.” 

Nwora’s clinching free throw 


followed his three-pointer with 
2:05 left that gave the Cardinals 
(4-2) the lead for good in an ex¬ 
citing matchup that ended a two- 
game slide and followed a 77-74 
loss to Marquette in OT on Friday 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

No. 3 Duke 90, Indiana 69: 
Zion Williamson scored 25 points, 
RJ Barrett added 22 and the host 
Blue Devils routed the Hoosiers 
in the ACC/Big Ten Challenge. 

No. 5 Nevada 79, Loyola-Chi- 
cago 65: Caleb Martin had 21 
points, twin brother Cody Martin 
scored 20 and the visiting Wolf 
Pack beat the Ramblers in an 
NCAA Tournament rematch. 

Loyola beat Nevada by one 
point in the NCAA South Region¬ 
al semifinals last season. 

Penn State 63, No. 13 Vii^inia 
Tech 62: Myreon Jones scored 13 
of his 18 points in the second half 
to lead the Nittany Lions to an 
upset win of the visiting Hokies. 

No. 14 Iowa 69, Pitt 68: 
Freshman guard Joe Wieskamp 
had 18 points and 11 rebounds, 
Nicholas Baer scored 14 of his 16 
points in the second half and the 
host Hawkeyes held off the Pan¬ 
thers for their third win over a 
power program this season. 

No. 22 Wisconsin 79, N.C. 
State 75: Ethan Happ had 19 
points and 11 rebounds, D’Mitrik 
Trice hit a long jumper with 23.6 
seconds left and the host Badgers 
withstood the Wolfpack’s in-your- 
face defense to rally for a win. 



Timothy D. Easley/AP 


Louisville center Steven Enoch, right, shoots over the defense of 
Michigan State forward Nick Ward during overtime of their game 
Tuesday in Louisville, Ky. Louisville won 82-78. 



# 


Darryl Dyck, The Canadian Press/AP 

The Winnipeg Jets’ Josh Morrissey, left, and the Canucks’ Elias Pettersson collide during the second 
period of Monday’s game in Vancouver, British Columbia. Pettersson, a rookie, already has 13 goals. 


Vancouver's Pettersson 
breaking out as rookie 


Associated Press 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia — There are the 
startling goals, the jaw-dropping passes and mind- 
bending moves. And in just two months, there are 
the rave reviews. 

Vancouver Canucks rookie Elias Pettersson is 
rocketing shots past goalies. He already has 13 goals 
and eight assists in 20 games, drawing 
comparisons to some of hockey’s best. 

“I think he’s possibly one of the best 
players in the NHL already,” Canucks 
right wing Jake Virtanen said. “He’s very 
fun to watch and obviously a treat to have 
on our team.” 

Wayne Gretzky recently spoke about 
Pettersson on a Vancouver radio station, 
saying he sees similarities in how they 
both play. 

Pettersson said being mentioned along¬ 
side Gretzky is a great honor, though it’s 
one he isn’t entirely comfortable with. 

“I don’t know if anyone should be com¬ 
pared to him because he’s the greatest 
ever,” he said. 

In October, Pettersson was named the 
league’s rookie of the month despite miss¬ 
ing two weeks because of a concussion 
from a hit by Florida’s Mike Matheson on Oct. 13. In 
early November, he became the youngest Canuck to 
have a five-point game when he helped Vancouver 
edge Colorado 7-6 in overtime. 

The 6-foot-2,176-pound Swede is quiet and hum¬ 
ble off the ice. On it, he has shown he is more than an 
offensive juggernaut. He blocks shots and delivers 
hard back checks. 

“I see shades of (former Detroit Red Wing) Pavel 
Datsyuk and those type of players in him,” Vancou¬ 
ver center Bo Horvat said. “Just his hands, the way 
he moves out there. 


“But I think he’s himself I don’t think there’s any 
person in the league who’s like Elias Pettersson. He 
brings his own element to the game.” 

Virtanen is struck by Pettersson’s savvy and 
intelligence. 

“His IQ on the ice is beyond mine and beyond our 
team’s,” he said. “I think. It’s pretty funny. When 
you see him out there, he’s just thinking of stuff to 
do that no one else would really think of” 
Andrew Calof played with Pettersson 
on the Vaxjo Lakers in Sweden last year. 
He says everyone knew right away he was 
a “special talent” with an insatiable work 
ethic. 

“He’s a perfectionist. When he sets his 
mind to something, he will accomplish it,” 
Calof wrote in an email to The Canadian 
Press from Russia, where he plays in the 
Kontinental Hockey League. 

He recalls Pettersson’s dedication — 
constantly watching video and working 
after practice on shooting and passing. 

“He just would spend so much time try¬ 
ing to improve every aspect of his game 
and that’s what makes him such a fantastic 
player,” he said. “And what’s scary is he 
will only get better and better.” 

Behind Pettersson, the Lakers captured 
the Swedish Hockey League championship. He led 
the league in scoring with 56 points and was the 
most valuable player. 

“Whoever was on his line knew they were going to 
get a couple of extra points that week because Elias 
would do something crazy and either give you an 
open net or score a shot that you’re think was impos¬ 
sible,” Calof said. 

Despite all the acclaim and attention, Pettersson 
insists he feels no extra pressure. He’s playing hock¬ 
ey and having fun. 

“I’m living my dream,” he said. 


^His IQ 
on the ice 
is beyond 
mine and 
beyond our 
team’s. 

I think. 

It’s pretty 
funny. ^ 

Jake Virtanen 

Canucks wing, on 
rookie teammate 
Elias Pettersson 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Buffalo 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Montreal 

Detroit 

Ottawa 

Florida 


25 17 8 

24 13 7 

25 11 9 

24 10 11 

25 10 12 


> GF GA 

; 79 68 
) 93 71 


3 23 


Metropolitan Division 

Washington 24 14 7 3 3 

Columbus 24 14 8 2 3 

N.Y. Rangers 25 13 10 2 2 

Carolina 24 12 9 3 2 

N.Y. Islanders 23 12 9 2 2 

Pittsburgh 23 10 8 5 2 

New Jersey 23 9 10 4 2 

Philadelphia 24 10 12 2 2 


68 80 
89 107 
73 81 

84 74 
84 78 
75 76 
65 67 
72 68 
78 74 
68 76 


Western Conference 


Nashville 

Colorado 

Minnesota 

Winnipeg 

Dallas 

Chicago 

St. Louis 


Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

25 17 7 1 35 83 61 


24 14 8 2 


25 12 10 3 27 I 

25 9 11 " " 


32 89 67 
:: 78 67 
28 77 66 


67 


__ 8 11 _____ 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 24 14 9 1 29 81 69 

San Jose 25 12 8 5 29 77 77 

Vegas 26 13 12 1 27 77 73 

Anaheim 26 11 10 5 27 59 75 

Vancouver 27 11 13 3 25 78 96 

Edmonton 24 11 11 2 24 65 76 

Arizona 23 10 11 2 22 57 65 

Los Angeles 24 9 14 1 19 53 75 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Washington 4, N.Y. Isianders 1 
N.Y. Rangers 4, Ottawa 2 
Florida 4, New Jersey 3, OT 
Toronto 4, Boston 2 
Coiumbus 7, Detroit 5 

Tuesday’s games 
Buffalo 3, San Jose 2, OT 
Ottawa 4, Philadelphia 3 
Anaheim 3, Tampa Bay 1 
Carolina 2, Montreal 1 
Pittsburgh 4, Winnipeg 3 
Vegas 8, Chicago 3 
Colorado 3, Nashville 2 
Arizona 4, Minnesota 3 
Edmonton 1, Dallas 0, OT 
Los Angeles 2, Vancouver 1, OT 
Wednesday’s games 
St. Louis at Detroit 
Anaheim at Florida 
San Jose at Toronto 
Dallas at Calgary 
Pittsburgh at Colorado 

Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Boston 
Minnesota at Columbus 
N.Y. Rangers at Ottawa 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Arizona at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Edmonton 
Vegas at Vancouver 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo at Florida 
New Jersey at Washington 
Anaheim at Carolina 
Los Angeles at Calgary 
St. Louis at Colorado 

Tuesday 

Oilers 1, Stars 0 (OT) 


Dallas 


000 0-0 

_ 000 1-1 

Overtime— 1, Edmonton, Klefbom 1 
(DralsaitI), 2:42. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 7-12-7-2-28. 
Edmonton 13-13-3-2-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 0 of 
2; Edmonton 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Dallas, Khudobin 4-5-2 (31 
shots-30 saves). Edmonton, Koskinen 6- 
2-1 (28-28). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:32. 


Kings 2 , Canucks 1 (OT) 

Los Angeles 0 10 1—2 

Vancouver 0 0 10—1 

Second Period— 1, Los Angeles, lafallo 
5 (Brown, Kopitar), 10:45. 

Third Period— 2, Vancouver, Granlund 
5 (Biega, Edier), 16:17. 

Overtime— 3, Los Angeles, Brown 7 
(Kopitar, Martinez), 0:53. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 7-10-6- 
2-25. Vancouver 12-8-13-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 3; Vancouver 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Petersen 4-3-0 
(33 shots-32 saves). Vancouver, Mark- 
Strom 8-8-3 (25-23). 

A-17,790 (18,910). T-2:25. 


Ducks 3, Lightning 1 

Anaheim 0 1 2—3 

Tampa Bay 0 10—1 

Second Period— 1, Anaheim, Manson 2 
(Henrique, Ritchie), 12:04. 2, Tampa Bay, 
Point 18 (McDonagh, Kucherov), 18:34. 

Third Period— 3, Anaheim, Ritchie 2 
(Aberg, Kase), 4:51 (pp). 4, Anaheim, 
Rowney 2 (Aberg, Pettersson), 5:39. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 9-6-7—22. 
Tampa Bay 10-11-14-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Anaheim, R.Miller 3-2-1 (35 
shots-34 saves). Tampa Bay, Domingue 
8-4-0 (22-19). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:24. 



Derik Hamilton/AP 


The Ottawa Senators’ Ben Harpur, top, fights the Flyers’ Dale Weise 
during the first period of Tuesday’s game in Philadelphia. 


Sabres 3, Sharks 2 (OT) 

San Jose 0 0 2 0—2 

Buffalo 0 111-3 

Second Period— 1, Buffalo, Ristolainen 
3 (Thompson, Okposo), 14:42. 

Third Period— 2, Buffalo, Beaulieu 
3 (Reinhart, Nelson), 4:14. 3, San Jose, 
Pavelski 14 (Burns, Meier), 11:29. 4, San 
Jose, Pavelski 15 (Labanc, Couture), 16:42 
(pp). 

Overtime— 5, Buffalo, Skinner 19,1:41. 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 13-8-17—38. 
Buffalo 7-9-12-3-31. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 1 
of 3; Buffalo 0 of 1. 

Goalies— San Jose, Jones 9-5-3 (31 

shots-28 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 12-6-1 
(38-36). 

A-19,070 (19,070). T-l:42. 

Senators 4, Flyers 3 

Ottawa 1 0 3-4 

Philadelphia 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Philadelphia, Konec- 
ny 7 (Provorov, Giroux), 4:23. 2, Ottawa, 
Chabot 7 (Stone, Tkachuk), 5:51. 

Second Period— 3, Philadelphia, Vora- 
cek 6 (Laughton, Provorov), 3:22.4, Phila¬ 
delphia, Gudas 1 (Lindblom, Laughton), 
6:00. 

Third Period— 5, Ottawa, Tkachuk 8 
(White, Stone), 11:32. 6, Ottawa, Tkachuk 
9 (Chabot, White), 13:26.7, Ottawa, Duch- 
ene 11,17:01. 

Shots on Goal— Ottawa 6-9-9—24. Phil¬ 
adelphia 11-16-10-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 3; Philadelphia 0 of 0. 

Goalies— Ottawa, McKenna 1-1-0 (37 
shots-34 saves). Philadelphia, Stolarz 0- 
1-0 (24-20). 

A-19,083 (19,543). T-2:28. 

Hurricanes 2 , Canadiens 1 

Carolina 1 1 0—2 

Montreal 0 0 1-1 

First Period— 1, Carolina, Rask 1 (Mc¬ 
Ginn, Slavin), 7:45. 

Second Period— 2, Carolina, van 

Riemsdyk 2 (Di Giuseppe, de Haan), 
11:59. 

Third Period— 3, Montreal, Danault 2 
(Weber, Lehkonen), 9:29. 

Shots on Goal-Carolina 10-10-2-22. 
Montreal 15-12-22-49. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
of 1; Montreal 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Carolina, McElhinney 7-2-0 

(49 shots-48 saves). Montreal, Price 7-7-4 
(22-20). 

A-20,835 (21,288). T-2:27. 

Penguins 4, Jets 3 

Pittsburgh 1 1 2-4 

Winnipeg 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Tanev 4 
(Chiarot, Lowry), 7:01 (sh). 2, Pittsburgh, 
Crosby 10 (Simon, Guentzel), 18:13. 

Second Period— 3, Winnipeg, Scheifele 
12 (Wheeler, Ehlers), 0:39. 4, Pittsburgh, 
Sheahan 2 (Oleksiak, Grant), 4:40.5, Win¬ 
nipeg, Scheifele 13 (Ehlers, Wheeler), 
16:00. 

Third Period— 6 , Pittsburgh, Grant 1 
(Wilson, Maatta), 5:08. 7, Pittsburgh, As- 
ton-Reese 2 (Letang, Kessel), 14:48. 

Shots on Goal— Pittsburgh 14-11-5— 
30. Winnipeg 10-9-8—27. 

Power-play opportunities— Pittsburgh 
0 of 1; Winnipeg 0 of 2. 

Goalies-Pittsburgh, DeSmith 6-3-3 (27 
shots-24 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 9- 
7-1 (30-26). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:23. 


Avalanche 3, Predators 2 

Colorado 1 1 1—3 

Nashville 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Hartman 
7 (Irwin, Jarnkrok), 11:07. 2, Colorado, 
MacKinnon 16 (Rantanen, Girard), 13:10 
(pp). 

Second Period— 3, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 17 (Rantanen, Girard), 6:22. 4, Nash¬ 
ville, Fiala3 (Josi, Forsberg), 9:06. 

Third Period— 5, Colorado, lost 4 (So- 
derberg, Compher), 5:07 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Colorado 6-12-7—25. 
Nashville 10-8-20-38. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
2 of 2; Nashville Oof 3. 

Goalies— Colorado, Varlamov 9-5-2 (38 
shots-36 saves). Nashville, Rinne 10-3-1 
(25-22). 

A-17,163 (17,113). T-2:28. 

Coyotes 4, Wild 3 

Arizona 1 0 3—4 

Minnesota 1 2 0—3 

First Period— 1, Arizona, Crouse 4 
(Cousins, Archibald), 4:49. 2, Minnesota, 
Coyle 4 (Koivu, Spurgeon), 5:54. 

Second Period— 3, Minnesota, i 


11 : 21 . 

Third Period— 5, Arizona, Archibald 
1 (Crouse), 3:07. 6, Arizona, Grabner 6 
(Fischer, Richardson), 7:02. 7, Arizona, 
Archibald 2 (Oesterle, Goligoski), 8:39. 

Shots on Goal— Arizona 6-1-7—14. 
Minnesota 12-8-5-25. 

Power-play opportunities— Arizona 0 
of 1; Minnesota 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Arizona, Hill 1-0-0 (5 shots-5 
saves), Raanta 5-6-0 (20-17). Minnesota, 
Dubnyk 9-6-2 (14-10). 

A-18,706 (18,064). T-2:26. 

Golden Knights 8, 
Blackhawks 3 

Vegas 3 3 2-8 

Ch^ago 0 2 1—3 

First Period— 1, Vegas, Carr 1 (Carpen¬ 
ter, Nosek), 2:10.2, Vegas, Tuch 8,12:14.3, 
Vegas, Eakin 9 (Tuch, Pacioretty), 16:14. 

Second Period— 4, Chicago, Forsling 1 
(Toews, Saad), 0:29. 5, Vegas, Karlsson 7 
(Theodore, Eakin), 6:27 (pp). 6, Chicago, 
Strome 4 (DeBrincat, Kane), 11:16. 7, Ve¬ 
gas, Reaves 5 (Engel land), 13:16.8, Vegas, 
Theodore 3 (Nosek, Engelland), 19:54. 

Third Period— 9, Vegas, Theodore 4 
(Schmidt, Carpenter), 5:48. 10, Vegas, 
Eakin 10 (Pacioretty, Engelland), 9:52.11, 
Chicago, Gustafsson 4 (Strome), 15:15. 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 9-21-13-43. 
Chicago 11-9-4—24. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 1 of 
3; Chicago 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Vegas, Fleury 13-8-1 (24 

shots-21 saves). Chicago, Crawford 5-9-1 
(30-24), Ward 4-2-4 (13-11). 

A-21,460 (19,717). T-2:26. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday 

GP G A PTS 

Mikko Rantanen, COL 24 10 30 40 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 24 17 20 37 

Connor McDavid, EDM 24 13 20 33 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 25 9 24 33 

Mitchell Marner, TOR 25 6 27 33 

Brayden Point, TB 25 18 14 32 

Matt Duchene, OTT 25 11 20 31 

Evgeni Malkin, PIT 23 9 21 30 

Claude Giroux, PHI 24 8 21 29 

Thomas Chabot, OTT 25 7 22 29 


Sabres stretch 
win streak to 10 


Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Perfect it 
wasn’t. The Buffalo Sabres still 
made it to 10. 

After squandering a 2-0 lead 
in the final SVz minutes of the 
third period, Jeff Skinner scored 
1:41 into overtime to seal a 3-2 
win over the San Jose Sharks on 
Tuesday night. 

“Well, you can count the gray 
hairs on the back of my head,” 
coach Phil Housley said with a 
chuckle. “But the guys dug in.” 

Buffalo matched its longest 
winning streak in franchise his¬ 
tory, and is enjoying the NHL’s 
best run since the Columbus Blue 
Jackets won 16 in a row from Nov. 
29, 2016, to Jan. 3, 2017. 

Very few of the Sabres’ wins 
have come easily since their last 
loss on Nov. 4. 

Nine of the 10 games have been 
decided by one goal, and this 
marked the seventh one decided 
after regulation — and third in a 
row. 

“When it’s a tight game, we feel 
confident. If we’re down we don’t 
panic,” said defenseman Ras¬ 
mus Ristolainen, who opened the 
scoring with a deke around Brent 
Burns. “We believe.” 

Skinner sealed the victory with 
his team-leading 19th goal, and 
fifth in five games. 

The play began when Sharks 
goalie Martin Jones poked the 
puck away from Sabres defense- 
man Rasmus Dahlin, who was 
driving to the net from the right 
circle. Skinner followed by beat¬ 
ing Evander Kane to the loose 
puck, faked going to his forehand 
and backhanded a shot behind 
Jones. 

“I lost sight of it, but Ras made 
a great play, made their goalie 
commit,” Skinner said. “I just 
kind of walked into one that was 
in the slot.” 

Nathan Beaulieu also scored for 
Buffalo. Carter Hutton stopped 
the first 32 shots he faced and 
36 overall to extend his person¬ 


al-best winning streak to eight, 
during which he’s allowed just 15 
goals. 

Senators 4, Flyers 3: Brady 
Tkachuk scored twice in the third 
period and Matt Duchene scored 
the eventual winner with 2:59 
left, lifting visiting Ottawa to the 
win in Philadelphia’s first game 
since it fired general manager 
Ron Hextall. 

Ducks 3, Lightning 1: Ryan 
Miller made 34 saves and Nick 
Ritchie had a goal and an assist 
to lead visiting Anaheim past 
Tampa Bay. 

Hurricanes 2 , Canadiens 1: 

Curtis McElhinney stopped 48 
shots and visiting Carolina won in 
Shea Weber’s return from injury 
for Montreal. 

Golden Knights 8, Blackhawks 

3: Cody Eakin and Shea Theodore 
each had two goals and an assist, 
and visiting Vegas picked up its 
season-high fourth consecutive 
victory by beating Chicago. 

Avalanche 3, Predators 2: Na¬ 
than MacKinnon scored twice 
and Semyon Varlamov made 36 
saves for streaking Colorado in 
its win over host Nashville. 

Tyson Jost had the other goal 
for the Avalanche, who have won 
five straight. 

Penguins 4, Jets 3: Zach 
Aston-Reese scored the tiebreak¬ 
ing goal with 5:12 remaining off 
a perfect pass from Phil Kessel, 
and visiting Pittsburgh rallieci 
past Winnipeg. 

Coyotes 4 , Wild 3: Josh Ar¬ 
chibald had two goals and an as¬ 
sist, and visiting Arizona rallied 
from a two-goal, third-period 
deficit to beat Minnesota. 

Oilers 1, Stars 0 (OT): Oscar 
Klefbom scored his first goal of 
the season in overtime, leading 
Edmonton past Dallas in coach 
Ken Hitchcock’s home debut. 

Kings 2, Canucks 1 (OT): 
Dustin Brown scored 53 sec¬ 
onds into overtime, giving visit¬ 
ing Los Angeles a victory over 
Vancouver. 



Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP 


Sabres forward Jeff Skinner, center, is congratulated by teammates 
after scoring the overtime winner Tuesday against the San Jose 
Sharks in Buffalo N.Y. It was the Sabres’ 10th straight victory. 
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David Zalubowski/AP 

Denver Nuggets forward Paul Millsap, right, pulls in a rebound as Los Angeles Lakers center Tyson 
Chandler defends during the second half Tuesday in Denver. The Nuggets won 117-85. 


Roundup 


Nuggets roll over Lakers 


Associated Press 

DENVER — The Denver 
Nuggets have never been better 
against the Lakers. 

Paul Millsap, Jamal Murray 
and Malik Beasley scored 20 
points apiece, and the Nuggets 
rolled to their most lopsided vic¬ 
tory ever over Los Angeles, a 117 - 
85 rout on Tuesday night. 

The 32-point margin surpassed 
a 29-point win in 1993. 

“I thought we came out and 
just took it to them,” Millsap said. 
“Our halfcourt defense was tre¬ 
mendous. We were not allowing 
them to get any shots. We could 
have done a little better job of 
shutting them down in the paint 
but overall I think we did a re¬ 
ally good job of coming in and 
establishing what we wanted to 
do, paying attention to the game 
plan. And it completely took them 
out of their game.” 

Nikola Jokic added 14 points 
and Juancho Hemangomez had 
12 for the Nuggets, who won their 
fourth in a row. 

Kyle Kuzma scored 21 points 
for Los Angeles, while LeBron 
James and Brandon Ingram 
added 14 apiece. 

The Lakers, who handed the 
Nuggets their first loss of the 
season in late October in Los 
Angeles, struggled to find their 
shooting touch against Denver’s 
defensive pressure. 

The Lakers were outshot 48.5 
percent to 39.5 percent and fin¬ 
ished just 5-for-35 (14.3 percent) 
from three-point range. And 
for the 10th time this season, 
the Nuggets held an opponent to 
under 100 points. 

“I’ve thought we were a defen¬ 
sive team in my head for a while 


now but this year it is our identi¬ 
ty,” Nuggets coach Michael Malo¬ 
ne said. “It speaks to the buy-in 
and commitment and the fact that 
our guys realize that regardless of 
the offense, when we defend, we 
are a team that can beat anyone. 
We have done that against really 
good teams and really good play¬ 
ers. Tonight was another example 
of that.” 

Raptors 122, Grizzlies 114: 

Kyle Lowry had 24 points and six 
assists, Fred VanVleet added 18 
points and Toronto used a three- 
point shooting burst in the fourth 
quarter to beat host Memphis. 

VanVleet made all six shots on 
the night, including three from 
outside the arc in the fourth, 
when Toronto was 7-for-12 from 
three-point range. Lowry was 5- 
for-8 on three-pointers. 

Kawhi Leonard finished with 
17 points and 10 rebounds, and 
Serge Ibaka scored 16 points 
as the Raptors won their sixth 
straight. 

Marc Gasol led Memphis with 
27 points, making 10 of his 14 
shots. Mike Conley added 20 
points and six assists. 

Pistons 115, Knicks 108: 
Blake Griffin scored 30 points 
and Stanley Johnson added 21 to 
lift host Detroit over New York. 

Reggie Jackson contributed 21 
points for Detroit. The Pistons held 
New York to 40 percent shooting 
from the field and led throughout 
the final three quarters. 

Allonzo Trier scored 24 points 
for the Knicks, who had won a 
season-high three in a row. 

The Pistons (11-7) are off to 
a solid start under new coach 
Dwane Casey, although nine of 
their victories have been against 


teams that currently have losing 
records. 

Pacers 109, Suns 104: Bojan 
Bogdanovic sank the go-ahead 
three-pointer with 31 seconds 
to play to lift Indiana over host 
Phoenix. 

The Pacers, coming off a 33- 
point victory at Utah the previous 
night, had their hands full in a 
tight fourth quarter. 

After Bogdanovic’s long-range 
basket, Devin Booker’s attempt at 
a game-tying three barely rimmed 
out. Darren Colhson’s two free 
throws wrapped up the scoring. 

Doug McDermott and Doman- 
tas Sabonis scored 21 points 
apiece for Indiana. Myles Turner 
added 16 and Bogdanovic 15. 

T.J. Warren scored 25 for the 
Suns. Booker was just 7-for-21 
shooting but scored 20 points and 
had eight assists. 

Hawks 115, Heat 113: Taure- 
an Prince scored 18 points, Trae 
Young finished with 17 points and 
10 assists and Atlanta held off 
host Miami to snap a seven-game 
road slide. 

John Collins scored 16 points, 
Omari Spellman had 14 and Kent 
Bazemore finished with 12 for 
the Hawks, who are 2-0 against 
Miami this season and 3-16 
against everyone else. 

Josh Richardson led Miami 
with 22 points, but his potential 
winning three-pointer with 3 
seconds left — a wide-open look 
— bounced off the rim. Dwyane 
Wade scored 18 and Wayne El¬ 
lington added 15 for the Heat, who 
have lost six straight at home. It’s 
only the 10th time in the 31 years 
of Heat basketball that Miami has 
lost so many consecutive games 
at home. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 18 4 .818 - 

Philadelphia 14 8 .636 4 

Boston 11 10 .524 G'A 

Brooklyn 8 13 .381 9'/2 

New York 7 15 .318 11 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 10 10 .500 - 

Orlando 10 11 .476 'A 

Washington 8 12 .400 2 

Miami 7 13 .350 3 

Atlanta 5 16 .238 5'/2 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 14 6 .700 - 

Indiana 13 8 .619 l'/2 

Detroit 11 7 .611 2 

Chicago 5 16 .238 9'/2 

Cleveland 4 15 .211 9'/2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Memphis 12 8 .600 - 

San Antonio 10 10 .500 2 

Dallas 9 9 .500 2 

New Orleans 10 11 .476 2'/2 

Houston 9 10 .474 2'/2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 14 7 .667 - 

Oklahoma City 12 7 .632 1 

Portland 12 8 .600 l'/2 

Minnesota 10 11 .476 4 

Utah 9 12 .429 5 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 15 7 .682 - 

LA. Clippers 13 6 .684 Vi 

LA. Lakers 11 9 .550 3 

Sacramento 10 10 .500 4 

Phoenix 4 16 .200 10 

Monday’s games 
Charlotte 110, Milwaukee 107 
Minnesota 102, Cleveland 95 
Washington 135, Houston 131, OT 
Boston 124, New Orleans 107 
San Antonio 108, Chicago 107 
Indiana 121, Utah 88 
Golden State 116, Orlando 110 
Tuesday’s games 
Detroit 115, New York 108 
Atlanta 115, Miami 113 
Toronto 122, Memphis 114 
Denver 117, L.A. Lakers 85 
Indiana 109, Phoenix 104 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta at Charlotte 
New York at Philadelphia 
Utah at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Milwaukee 
Cleveland at Oklahoma City 
Dallas at Houston 
San Antonio at Minnesota 
Washington at New Orleans 
Orlando at Portland 
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Toronto 
Indiana at L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento 
Friday’s games 
Chicago at Detroit 
Cleveland at Boston 
Utah at Charlotte 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Memphis at Brooklyn 
Atlanta at Oklahoma City 
Houston at San Antonio 
New Orleans at Miami 
Orlando at Phoenix 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 
Denver at Portland 

Tuesday 

Pacers 109, Suns 104 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 5-12 3-5 15, 
Young 5-10 2-2 13, Turner 6-10 3-4 16, Col- 
lison 3-9 5-8 11, Evans 3-10 0-0 8, McDer¬ 
mott 7-12 2-2 21, Leaf 1-2 0-0 2, Sabonis 
7-14 7-8 21, Joseph 0-5 0-0 0, Holiday 1-6 
0-0 2. Totals 38-90 22-29 109. 

PHOENIX - Ariza 2-7 0-0 6, Warren 11- 
20 1-2 25, Ayton 6-11 6-6 18, Booker 7-21 
3-6 20, Bridges 1-6 0-0 2, Jackson 4-9 0-0 8, 
Holmes 3-4 2-4 8, Canaan 2-5 0-0 5, Craw¬ 
ford 5-9 0-0 12. Totals 41-92 12-18 104. 
Indiana 26 35 20 28-109 

Phoenix 26 28 23 27-104 

Three-point goals—Indiana 11-26 (Mc¬ 
Dermott 5-7, Bogdanovic 2-3, Evans 2-6, 
Young 1-1, Turner 1-2, Leaf 0-1, Collison 0- 
1, Joseph 0-2, Holiday 0-3), Phoenix 10-30 
(Booker 3-9, Crawford 2-3, Ariza 2-4, War¬ 
ren 2-6, Canaan 1-4, Jackson 0-2, Bridges 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indi¬ 
ana 55 (Sabonis 16), Phoenix 45 (Ayton 
12). Assists—Indiana 25 (Collison 11), 
Phoenix 20 (Booker 8). Total Fouls—Indi¬ 
ana 13, Phoenix 17. Technicals—Indiana 
coach Pacers (Defensive three second), 
Evans. A-13,038 (18,422). 

Nuggets 117, Lakers 85 

L.A. LAKERS - James 5-15 4-6 14, Kuz¬ 
ma 9-15 2-2 21, McGee 1-4 0-0 2, Ball 3-6 
0-0 7, Ingram 6-10 2-4 14, Mykhailiuk 1-6 
0-0 3, Mi.Beasley 3-7 2-2 8, Wagner 0-1 0-0 
0, Zubac 0-2 0-0 0, Chandler 1-1 2-4 4, Hart 
2-6 0-0 4, Caldwell-Pope 1-6 0-0 3, Ste¬ 
phenson 2-8 0-0 5. Totals 34-87 12-18 85. 

DENVER — Hemangomez 5-7 1-1 12, 
Millsap 9-14 2-2 20, Jokic 5-14 2-2 14, Mur¬ 
ray 8-18 2-2 20, Craig 0-2 2-2 2, Lydon 2-2 
0-0 5, Plumlee 5-7 0-0 10, Lyles 2-10 0-0 5, 
Morris 2-7 3-4 7, Akoon-Purcell 1-2 0-0 2, 
Ma.Beasley 8-14 2-2 20. Totals 47-97 14- 
15 117. 

L.A. Lakers 26 24 21 14- 85 

Denver 30 28 31 28-117 


Three-point goals—L.A. Lakers 5-35 
(Stephenson 1-3, Ball 1-4, Caldwell-Pope 

1- 5, Mykhailiuk 1-5, Kuzma 1-7, Wagner 
0-1, Mi.Beasley 0-1, Ingram 0-1, Hart 0-4, 
James 0-4), Denver 9-25 (Jokic 2-4, Mur¬ 
ray 2-5, Ma.Beasley 2-6, Lydon 1-1, Her- 
nangomez 1-1, Lyles 1-4, Craig 0-1, Mill¬ 
sap 0-1, Morris 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 39 (James 7), 
Denver 60 (Millsap 11). Assists—L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 19 (Hart, Stephenson, Kuzma 3), Den¬ 
ver 28 (Jokic, Morris 7). Total Fouls—L.A. 
Lakers 19, Denver 17. A-19,583 (19,520). 

Raptors 122, Grizzlies 114 

TORONTO - Leonard 5-11 6-9 17, 
Siakam 3-5 4-6 10, Ibaka 7-11 2-2 16, Low¬ 
ry 8-14 3-4 24, D.Green 5-9 0-0 14, Miles 

2- 2 0-0 6, Anunoby 2-5 0-1 5, Valanciunas 

3- 3 2-2 9, Wright 1-3 0-0 3, Brown 0-0 0-0 
0, VanVleet 6-6 3-4 18. Totals 42-69 20-28 
122 . 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 6-8 1-113, Jack- 
son Jr. 1-4 2-2 4, Gasol 10-14 3-4 27, Conley 
7-19 4-6 20, Temple 4-10 2-2 12, Casspi 3-6 

3-3 10, J.Green 5-9 3-3 13, Mack 5-8 0-0 10, 
Selden 2-7 0-0 5. Totals 43-85 18-21 114. 
Toronto 31 28 34 29-122 

Memphis 32 39 26 17-114 

Three-point goals—Toronto 18-33 
(Lowry 5-8, D.Green 4-8, VanVleet 3-3, 
Miles 2-2, Wright 1-1, Valanciunas 1-1, 
Anunoby 1-3, Leonard 1-4, Siakam 0-1, 
Ibaka 0-2), Memphis 10-29 (Gasol 4-6, 
Conley 2-7, Temple 2-7, Casspi 1-2, Selden 

1- 3, Anderson 0-1, J.Green 0-1, Mack 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 
31 (Leonard 10), Memphis 35 (J.Green 7). 
Assists—Toronto 25 (Lowry 6), Memphis 
27 (Conley 6). Total Fouls—Toronto 18, 
Memphis 23. Technicals—Toronto coach 
Raptors (Defensive three second), Ibaka, 
Toronto coach Nick Nurse. A—14,187 
(18,119). 

Hawks 115, Heat 113 

ATLANTA - Prince 6-11 3-4 18, Collins 
6-10 4-4 16, Dedmon 3-3 1-1 8, Young 5-12 

5- 6 17, Huerter 3-7 0-0 8, Bembry 3-10 0-0 

6, Spellman 4-7 4-4 14, Len 3-5 3-4 9, Lin 1- 
4 4-5 7, Anderson 0-10-0 0, Bazemore 4-10 
3-4 12. Totals 38-80 27-32 115. 

MIAMI - McGruder3-9 2-2 8, J.Johnson 
3-8 0-0 8, Whiteside 5-81-711, Richardson 

6- 17 8-9 22, Ellington 5-13 0-0 15, Winslow 
5-9 0-0 11, Jones Jr. 0-2 0-0 0, Olynyk 3-6 
0-0 8, Adebayo 4-4 4-6 12, Wade 6-11 5-6 
18. Totals 40-87 20-30 113. 

Atlanta 35 33 32 15-115 

Miami 38 14 34 27-113 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 12-31 

(Prince 3-6, Spellman 2-3, Huerter 2-4, 
Young 2-5, Dedmon 1-1, Lin 1-3, Baze¬ 
more 1-4, Len 0-1, Bembry 0-2, Collins 0- 
2), Miami 13-38 (Ellington 5-11, J.Johnson 

2- 5, Olynyk 2-5, Richardson 2-8, Winslow 

1- 2, Wade 1-3, Jones Jr. 0-1, McGruder 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—At¬ 
lanta 46 (Len 7), Miami 43 (Whiteside 10). 
Assists-Atlanta 22 (Young 10), Miami 22 
(McGruder 5). Total Fouls—Atlanta 24, 
Miami 25. Technicals—Miami coach Erik 
Spoelstra. A-19,600 (19,600). 

Pistons 115, Knicks 108 

NEW YORK - Hezonja 1-3 2-2 5, Vonleh 

2- 4 1-2 6, Kanter 8-16 0-0 16, Mudiay 4-13 
0-0 9, Hardaway Jr. 5-15 7-7 19, Knox 1-7 
2-3 4, Robinson 1-3 0-0 2, Ntilikina 0-3 0-0 
0, Burke 1-8 4-4 6, Dotson 6-8 2-2 17, Trier 

7- 11 9-12 24. Totals 36-91 27-32 108. 

DETROIT - Robinson III 0-1 1-2 1, 
Griffin 9-21 12-16 30, Drummond 3-9 0- 
4 6, Jackson 6-12 7-7 21, Bullock 2-5 2-2 

7, Johnson 7-9 5-8 21, Pachulia 3-3 3-3 9, 
Galloway 3-8 2-3 9, Smith 4-9 0-0 9, Brown 
1-3 0-0 2. Totals 38-80 32-45 115. 

New York 19 24 27 38-108 

Detroit 24 27 30 34-115 

Three-point goals—New York 9-27 
(Dotson 3-3, Hardaway Jr. 2-7, Trier 1-2, 
Vonleh 1-2, Hezonja 1-3, Mudiay 1-4, Nti¬ 
likina 0-1, Kanter 0-1, Knox 0-2, Burke 0- 
2), Detroit 7-24 (Jackson 2-3, Johnson 2-3, 
Smith 1-3, Bullock 1-4, Galloway 1-5, Rob¬ 
inson III 0-1, Griffin 0-5). Fouled Out-He- 
zonja, Vonleh, Robinson. Rebounds—New 
York 50 (Kanter 14), Detroit 48 (Drum¬ 
mond 14). Assists—New York 16 (Trier 
7), Detroit 20 (Smith 7). Total Fouls-New 
York 31, Detroit 26. A-13,935 (20,491). 

Leaders 

Scoring 


Harden, HOU 
Durant, GOL 
Embiid, PHL 
Walker, CHA 
James, LAL 
Davis, NOR 
Anttkounmpo, 
Lillard, POR 
LaVine, CHI 
Griffin, DET 
DeRozan, SAN 
Booker, PHX 
Leonard, TOR 
George, OKC 


FG 

16 149 

22 225 

22 199 

20 186 
20 198 

17 159 

MIL 19 195 

20 172 

20 177 

18 154 

20 190 

17 149 

16 137 

19 157 


FT PTS AVG 

139 504 31.5 
161 642 29.2 
190 618 28.1 
110 557 27.8 
112 552 27.6 
129 459 27.0 
114 510 26.8 
133 529 26.4 
124 513 25.6 
103 451 25.1 
108 494 24.7 
76 418 24.6 
92 388 24.2 
80 456 24.0 


J OFF DEF TOT AVG 

Drummond, DET 18 112 176 288 16.0 

Whiteside, MIA 19 79 185 264 13.9 

Jordan, DAL 18 45 200 245 13.6 

Embiid, PHL 22 49 243 292 13.3 

Antetkounmpo, MIL 19 49 198 247 13.0 

G AST AVG 

Lowry, TOR 22 225 10.2 

Holiday, NOR 21 191 9.1 

Wall, WAS 20 164 8.2 

Harden, HOU 16 131 8.2 

Simmons, PHL 21 166 7.9 

Young, ATL 21 163 7.8 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


Virginia Tech head coach Justin 
Fuente and his team will face 
Marshall on Saturday in a game 
added after the Hokies had to 
cancel a game Sept. 15 because 
of Hurricane Florence. 

Teams add 
game lost 
to Florence 

By Pete Iacobelli 
Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. —Hurricane 
Florence and the looming bowl 
season have South Carolina and 
Virginia Tech closing their foot¬ 
ball seasons against teams that 
were never on their schedule. 

Both schools canceled games 
on Sept. 15 because of the storm 
heading for the Virginia and Car¬ 
olina coastlines. 

Now they’ve scheduled replace¬ 
ment games. 

The Gamecocks (6-5) will host 
Akron (4-7) on Saturday looking 
to improve their bowl standing, 
while the Hokies (5-6) play at 
home against Marshall (8-3) — a 
game they scheduled in hopes of 
becoming bowl eligible. 

In an odd twist, the Gamecocks 
were scheduled to play Marshall 
on Sept. 15 while the Hokies were 
supposed to play East Carolina. 

Akron has no problem being a 
substitute — it’s good experience 
and pays well. 

The Zips are being paid $1.3 
million. 

“We needed the game, in part, 
because of our athletic budget,” 
said Akron coach Terry Bowden, 
whose team’s scheduled season¬ 
opening contest at Nebraska on 
Sept. 1 was canceled because of 
strong storms and lightning. 

South Carolina could have kept 
Marshall on the schedule but 
coach Will Muschamp did not 
want to give up the team’s Oct. 
20 off day smack in the middle of 
the season, and the Gamecocks 
couldn’t commit to Dec. 1 until 
they were eliminated from con¬ 
tention in the Southeastern Con¬ 
ference Eastern Division race. 

Gamecocks administrators 
stayed in touch with Marshall, 
which had championship game 
hopes of its own in Conference 
USA. But as time closed in to book 
the field for a game. South Caro¬ 
lina athletic director Ray Tanner 
got Akron to agree to the game. 

Now Marshall heads to Blacks¬ 
burg to take on Virginia Tech. 

The Hokies kept their chances 
alive for a 26th straight bowl trip 
(the longest in the nation now 
that Florida State’s 36-game run 
ended this season) with a 34-31 
OT victory over rival Virginia 
last week. 


Sooners rank one ahead of OSU 



Raymond Thompson/AP 


Oklahoma defensive lineman Neville Gallimore celebrates last week’s win over West Virginia. 
The Sooners moved up to No. 5 in the CFP rankings with the win. 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

Oklahoma is on the doorstep of the College 
Football Playoff 

The Sooners were No. 5 in the pivotal sec- 
ond-to-last College Football Playoff rankings 
released Tuesday night, ahead of Ohio State 
heading into championship weekend when the 
final four will be set. 

The biggest question facing the selection 
committee this week was how much to value 
Ohio State’s 62-39 blowout of Michigan on 
Saturday. The answer: The Buckeyes moved 
up four spots but were still stuck behind the 
Sooners. 

“I really don’t have a measurement for 
closeness,” selection committee chairman 
Rob Mullens said when asked what separated 
Ohio State and Oklahoma. 

Mullens cited Oklahoma’s historic offense. 
The Sooners are on pace to set an FBS record 
for yards per play, averaging 8.92. 

“While their defense has been a challenge, 
their offense has been superior,” Mullens 
said. 

The top three teams in the selection com¬ 
mittee’s rankings held steady for a fourth 
straight week. Alabama, Clemson and Notre 
Dame — all unbeaten — are Nos. 1, 2 and 3. 
Georgia moved into the fourth spot that was 
previously occupied by Michigan, heading 
into its SEC championship game against Ala¬ 
bama. It’s a given the SEC winner makes the 
playoff Maybe the loser, too. 

Notre Dame is already in the clubhouse at 
12-0 and Clemson faces Pittsburgh in the At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference championship game. 
That leaves one spot very much in play. 

Ohio State faces Northwestern (8-4) in the 
Big Ten championship in Indianapolis and 
Oklahoma rematches Texas (9-3) in the Big 
12 title game in Arlington, Texas. The Long¬ 
horns handed the Sooners their only regular- 
season loss in October. Ohio State’s lone loss 
was by 29 points at Purdue. 

Can the Buckeyes vault past the Sooners if 
both win Saturday? 

There is some precedent. In 2014, Ohio 
State beat Wisconsin 59-0 in the Big Ten 
championship game and jumped from sixth 
to fourth, passing co-Big 12 champions Baylor 
and TCU. The Buckeyes might need a similar 
performance to have a shot this time. 

What else could make for mystery heading 
into selection Sunday? 

Maximum outrage 

The defense-smitten committee could be 
presented with an alternative option for the 
fourth spot depending on how things go in the 
SEC championship game. It will drive fans 
outside of SEC country out of their minds, but 
Alabama seems like a lock to make the playoff 


even if it loses — barring some kind of epic 
beatdown of the Tide by the Bulldogs in At¬ 
lanta. Note: Alabama has never lost a game by 
more than 14 points under Nick Saban. 

What could make SEC haters even angrier? 
Alabama beats Georgia 31-28 on a last-play 
field goal and the committee is so impressed 
with the Bulldogs they just throw them in 
there at No. 4, despite the two losses and lack 
of a conference championship. 

That seems extreme considering the com¬ 
mittee has yet to include a two-loss team in 
the playoff, bypassing ones with conference 
championships for one-loss teams without. 
But if Ohio State and/or Oklahoma are unim¬ 
pressive winners on Saturday — or they both 
lose — the CFP could have two SEC teams in 
it for the second straight season. And, just to 
make even more people angry, Notre Dame’s 
inclusion would mean three of the Power Five 
conferences would not be represented. 

Is Clemson in already? 

Looks good for the Tigers. Don’t bet on Clem¬ 
son losing to Pitt (7-5) in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference championship game this weekend 
— seriously, do not do that. If it were to happen, 
though, would it really be worse than losing to 
Purdue the way Ohio State did? And could the 
committee really pass over Clemson’s balance 
on both sides of the ball — fourth in offensive 
yards per play and third in defensive yards per 
play — for the lopsided Sooners? 

Not having that conference championship 
could get tricky, and Ohio State and Oklahoma 
fans would cry strength of schedule because 
of a down year in the ACC, but having played 
Texas A&M and South Carolina outside the 
conference means the numbers look OK there 


for the Tigers, too. 

Tough loss for Cougars 

After Washington State lost to Washington 
last Friday to hand the Huskies a spot in the 
Pac-12 championship game, the assumption 
was Wazzu was still in fine shape for a big 
game. Maybe the Fiesta Bowl. 

Upon further review, probably not. 

The Cougars (10-2) were ranked 13th, be¬ 
hind ninth-ranked Florida, lOth-ranked LSU, 
llth-ranked Washington and 12th-ranked 
Penn State, all with three losses. Wazzu will 
likely settle for the Alamo Bowl and the Pac-12 
will get just one team in the New Year’s Six. 

If form holds 

If all the favorites win and the committee 
doesn’t become infatuated with Georgia, the 
New Year’s Six bowls will likely look like this: 

Orange Bowl (semifinal): No. 1 Alabama 
vs. No. 4 Oklahoma. 

Cotton Bowl (semifinal): No. 2 Clemson vs. 
No. 3 Notre Dame. 

(Note: Alabama is close to Arlington, Texas, 
but Oklahoma is even closer. CFP protocol di¬ 
rects the committee to give the No. 1 seed as 
much of a home-field advantage as possible. 
Would that be served if the No. 4 is playing 
closest to home?) 

Rose Bowl (Big Ten/Pac-12): Ohio 
State-Washington. 

Sugar Bowl (Big 12/SEC): Texas vs. 
Georgia. 

Peach Bowl (at-large/at-large): Michigan 
vs. Florida. 

Fiesta Bowl (at-large/at-large): UCF vs 
LSU. 


Routine: Swinney confident experience gives Tigers edge 


FROM BACK PAGE 

propel them back into the College Football 
Playoff for a fourth straight year and give 
them a chance at their second national title 
since 2016. 

“I think experience is definitely the best 
teacher that you can have for sure,” Swin¬ 
ney said. “We have a very veteran team. We 
got a lot of great leaders. We got a lot of guys, 
a bunch of guys on this team that have won 
three conference championships. That cer¬ 
tainly doesn’t hurt.” 

Elliott thinks players appreciate knowing 
how the week’s preparation is going to unfold. 
He’s also confident that if adversity arises dur¬ 
ing the title game, Clemson’s veterans can call 
on how the team has handled it in past games. 

“I think the guys have confidence in the 


routine,” Elliott said. “Obviously, they’ve got 
to go out and execute four quarters and play at 
a high level. But I think they understand what 
our week’s going to look like.” 

Pitt coach Pat Narduzzi may be one of the 
few in his program to have been through a 
conference championship game experience. 
He was Michigan State’s defensive coordinator 
when the Spartans played and won the Big Ten 
title in 2011 and 2013. He accepts the Panthers 
can’t match Clemson’s past ACC experiences. 

“Clemson has obviously been there before. 
This will be nothing new to them,” Narduzzi 
said. “I think it’s going to be important for our 
football team to obviously stay focused and 
locked into why we’re there, what our job is.” 

A big part of that job is slowing down Clem¬ 
son’s surging offense. The Tigers gained 744 


yards in a 56-35 win over South Carolina 
this past Saturday, the seventh straight game 
where they’ve won by 20 or more points. The 
ACC honored left tackle Mitch Hyatt with the 
Jacobs Blocking Trophy given to the top of¬ 
fensive lineman. Three Tigers were honored 
in the league’s weekly awards, receiver Tee 
Higgins, center Justin Falcinelli and rookie 
quarterback Trevor Lawrence. 

Clemson running back Adam Choice is a 
fifth-year player who was part of the team in 
2014 before its run of ACC championship suc¬ 
cess. He’ll spend part of this week reminding 
younger teammates not to take playing for an 
ACC crown for granted. 

“We know what it’s like not to be in the ACC 
championship game,” he said. “It’s definitely 
not something to be taken lightly.” 
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NFL 


Leaders 


AFC 


Week 12 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Roethlisberger, PIT 472 312 3664 24 12 
Mahomes, KC 391 264 3628 37 10 
P. Rivers, LAC 344 239 3119 26 6 

Luck, IND 437 299 3112 32 11 

- ■ - 402 262 3031 19 7 

384 263 2827 13 8 

333 220 2807 20 9 

390 244 2802 13 10 

369 223 2572 13 10 

365 226 2566 21 11 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

186 849 4.6 30 10 

181 824 4.6 45 7 

153 802 5.2 34t 9 

135 780 5.8 53 6 

157 773 4.9 97t 3 

142 673 4.7 43 5 

122 663 5.4 92t 6 

131 595 4.5 39 0 

127 586 4.6 34t 5 

120 582 4.8 77t 6 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

65 1106 17.0 75t 11 
Smith-Schuster, PIT 77 1055 13.7 97t 4 

D. Hopkins, HOU 73 1024 14.0 49t ' 


Brady, NE 
D. Carr, OAK 
Watson, HOU 
Keenum, DEN 
Bortles, JAC 
Dalton, CIN 


Conner, PIT 

K. Hunt, KC 

M. Gordon, LAC 
Lindsay, DEN 

L. Miller, HOU 
Mixon, CIN 

N. Chubb, CLE 
Gore, MIA 
Michel, NE 
Crowell, NYJ 

T. Hill, KC 


Kelce, KC 
A. Brown, PIT 
E. Sanders, DEN 
K. Allen, LAC 
Boyd, CIN 
T. Hilton, IND 
Cor. Davis, TEN 


Kern, TEN 
Koch, BAL 
R. Allen, NE 
L. Edwards, NYJ 
D. Colquitt, KC 
Haack, MIA 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
Sanchez, IND 
Bojorquez, BUF 
T. Daniel, HOU 


Jak. Grant, MIA 
A. Roberts, NYJ 
D. King, LAC 
T. Hill, KC 
Dw. Harris, OAK 
Peppers, CLE 
Switzer, PIT 
Tyler Ervin, HOU 


Jennings, TEN 
Patterson, NE 
Tr. Smith, KC 
Jak. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 
A. Roberts, NYJ 
D. King, LAC 
Dw. Harris, OAK 
Peppers, CLE 
Switzer, PIT 


K. Hunt, KC 

M. Gordon, LAC 
Ebron, IND 

T. Hill, KC 
Conner, PIT 
A. Brown, PIT 
J. White, NE 

N. Chubb, CLE 
A. Collins, BAL 
D. Hopkins, HOU 


67 914 13.6 43 7 

71 874 12.3 78t 11 
67 849 12.7 64t 4 

69 848 12.3 54 4 

63 841 13.3 49 6 

45 710 15.8 68t 6 

49 702 14.3 51 3 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 

51 2438 62 47.8 

44 2069 63 47.0 
42 1943 66 46.3 
60 2766 62 46.1 
31 1412 67 45.5 
57 2590 65 45.4 
68 3071 79 45.2 
36 1624 61 45.1 

45 2028 60 45.1 
49 2168 61 44.2 

Punt Returners 

No Yds AvgLong TD 

14 228 16.3 71t 1 

18 286 15.9 78t 1 

18 212 11.8 56 0 

17 197 11.6 91t 1 

15 153 10.2 49 0 

20 179 9.0 33 0 

23 195 8.5 23 0 

21 175 8.3 27 0 

Kickoff Returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

14 487 34.8 94t 1 

17 525 30.9 95t 1 

19 567 29.8 97 0 

18 535 29.7102t 1 

22 567 25.8 51 0 

24 583 24.3 53 0 

15 343 22.9 40 0 

16 355 22.2 28 0 
15 313 20.9 28 0 

20 404 20.2 35 0 
Scoring 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
“ ■ 0 84 


11 


0 70 
0 66 
0 60 
0 48 
0 48 
0 48 


Fairbairn, HOU 
Butker, KC 
Gostkowski, NE 
Myers, NYJ 
Tucker, BAL 
Vinatieri, IND 
Succop, TEN 
McManus, DEN 
J. Sanders, MIA 
Lambo, JAC 


Kansas City 

Pittsburgh 

L.A. Chargers 

New England 

Indianapolis 

Baltimore 

Houston 

Denver 

Cleveland 

Jacksonville 

Oakland 

Cincinnati 

Miami 

N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 

Buffalo 


Baltimore 

Buffalo 

Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Houston 

L.A. Chargers 

Tennessee 

Indianapolis 

N.Y. Jets 

New England 

Denver 

Oakland 

Miami 

Kansas City 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 


Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

27-28 24-29 54 99 
47-50 17-18 46 98 
34-34 21-24 52 97 
20-21 23-25 56 89 

26- 27 21-23 56 89 
32-34 17-21 54 83 
18-18 19-22 54 75 

27- 27 15-18 53 72 
23-24 16-17 50 71 
18-19 17-19 57 69 

Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

434.3 115.8 318.5 
420.8 " - - 


95.6 325.2 
402.0 128.8 273.2 
388.2 118.2 270.0 
388.2 112.9 275.3 

374.4 122.1 252.3 

373.1 136.5 236.5 

366.1 124.7 241.4 

354.2 128.7 225.5 

346.5 114.2 232.3 

338.3 99.4 238.9 

333.2 93.5 239.6 

313.6 106.5 207.1 

302.9 104.3 198.6 

301.7 111.1 190.6 

273.9 114.1 159.8 


DEFENSE 

Yards 

295.4 


_ 203.3 

305.0 111.3 193.7 

320.2 114.5 205.6 
325.1 101.8 223.3 

333.6 96.8 236.8 

334.8 107.5 227.3 

346.5 116.5 230.0 

360.3 106.4 253.9 
374.0 128.2 245.8 

377.5 107.7 269.7 

389.3 123.1 266.2 
390.0 151.4 238.6 
398.0 139.8 258.2 

414.7 117.5 297.2 

415.4 131.8 283.5 

439.6 147.5 292.2 


NFC 


Week 12 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD int 

Ryan, ATL 434 310 3683 24 5 

Goff, LA 381 258 3547 26 6 

Cousins, MIN 447 318 3289 22 7 

A. Rodgers, GBY 413 255 3271 20 1 

Brees, NOR 356 272 3135 29 2 

Manning, NYG 401 277 3093 14 7 

Stafford, DET 406 272 2841 17 10 

Newton, CAR 359 250 2699 22 7 

Wentz, PHL 330 230 2540 16 6 

Ru. Wilson, SEA 309 206 2531 25 5 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

E. Elliott, DAL 217 1074 4.9 41 6 

Gurley, LA 210 1043 5.0 29 13 

Barkley, NYG 171 829 4.8 68t 8 

A. Peterson, WAS 183 758 4.1 64t 6 

McCaffrey, CAR 153 757 4.9 59 5 

Breida, SNF 127 738 5.8 66t 3 

Kamara, NOR 150 706 4.7 49t 11 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 185 692 3.7 53 6 

K. Johnson, DET 118 641 5.4 71 3 

C. Carson, SEA 144 635 4.4 24 4 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

Ju. Jones, ATL 84 1305 15.5 58 3 

Thielen, MIN 93 1138 12.2 68 8 

Mich. Thomas, NOR 86 1080 12.6 72t 8 

M. Evans, TAM 62 1073 17.3 72t 5 

D. Adams, GBY 77 1022 13.3 57 10 

Beckham, NYG 74 1017 13.7 51 5 

Cooks, LA 59 964 16.3 57 3 

R. Woods, LA 59 904 15.3 36 4 

Ertz, PHL 84 895 10.7 34 6 

Kittle, SNF 56 823 14.7 82t 3 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 

A. Lee, ARI 65 3171 61 48.8 

Johnston, PHL 45 2194 68 48.8 

M. Dickson, SEA 51 2480 69 48.6 

Dixon, NYG 47 2181 60 46.4 

Palardy, CAR 43 1957 59 45.5 

Scott, GBY 45 2030 67 45.1 

S. Martin, DET 44 1980 61 45.0 

O’Donnell, CHI 40 1788 63 44.7 

Anger, TAM 36 1608 64 44.7 

Wile, MIN 48 2142 70 44.6 

Punt Returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 
Natson, LA 17 227 13.4 60 0 

Cohen, CHI 26 322 12.4 42 0 

Sherels, MIN 17 156 9.2 24 0 

Kirk, ARI 18 150 8.3 44 0 

A. Humphries, TAM 16 108 6.8 16 0 

Lockett, SEA 18 109 6.1 19 0 

Hardy, ATL 14 68 4.9 14 0 

Kickoff Returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
M. Hall, ATL 16 417 26.1 53 0 

Countess, LA 17 419 24.6 40 0 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
Gurley, LA 17 13 4 0 108 

Kamara, NOR 15 11 4 0 94 

Barkley, NYG 12 8 4 0 74 

D. Adams, GBY 10 0 10 0 60 

McCaffrey, CAR 10 5 5 0 60 

Thielen, MIN 8 0 8 0 50 

E. Elliott, DAL 8 6 2 0 48 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 8 6 2 0 48 

Lockett, SEA 8 0 8 0 48 

Ridley, ATL 8 0 8 0 48 

Mich. Thomas, NOR 8 0 8 0 48 

Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

Lutz, NOR 43-44 22-23 54 109 

M. Crosby, GBY 25-27 21-27 53 88 

Maher, DAL 22-23 22-26 55 88 

Rosas, NYG 18-18 23-24 53 87 

Gould, SNF 19-21 22-23 53 85 

Parkey,CHI 32-34 17-22 50 83 

Prater, DET 22-22 20-23 54 82 

Janikowski, SEA 33-33 15-19 56 78 

Hopkins, WAS 22-23 18-21 56 76 

Jak. Elliott, PHL 21-21 17-21 56 72 

Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

Tampa Bay 454.3 98.5 355.8 

L. A. Rams 448.6 138.5 310.1 

New Orleans 416.6 133.1 283.5 

Atlanta 400.0 83.1 316.9 

Green Bay 385.6 106.4 279.3 

Carolina 370.7 138.4 232.4 

Minnesota 368.5 85.3 283.2 

Seattle 355.3 147.1 208.2 

San Francisco 355.2 134.9 220.3 

Philadelphia 353.9 100.8 253.1 

N. Y. Giants 351.3 91.7 259.5 

Chicago 349.4 115.2 234.2 

Detroit 342.7 101.4 241.4 

Dallas 334.0 134.5 199.5 

Washington 331.5 117.7 213.7 

Arizona 232.5 77.3 155.2 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

Minnesota 314.7 93.6 221.1 

Chicago 316.1 80.8 235.3 

Dallas 331.1 93.6 237.5 

San Francisco 350.4 102.7 247.6 

Green Bay 355.2 122.9 232.3 

Detroit 355.5 117.1 238.4 

Carolina 356.5 96.4 260.1 

New Orleans 358.9 73.2 285.7 

Seattle 359.7 121.4 238.4 

Washington 361.2 100.3 260.9 

Arizona 364.6 144.8 219.8 

L.A. Rams 372.5 119.9 252.6 

N.Y. Giants 377.8 125.5 252.3 

Philadelphia 380.1 103.6 276.5 

Tampa Bay 391.0 116.7 274.3 

Atlanta 396.7 123.7 273.0 



Bill Feig/AP 

Saints wide receiver Tre’Quan Smith makes a pass reception against the Philadelphia Eagles in New 
Orleans on Nov. 18. Smith is among four Saints receivers to score their first touchdown this season. 


Rise of the receivers 


Surging Saints encouraged by young players winning Brees’ trust 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

METAIRIE, La. — In his 18th 
NFL season and less than two 
months from turning 40, Saints 
veteran quarterback Drew Brees 
has exhibited a knack for connect¬ 
ing with young people recently. 

Or, to be more specific, the 
young receivers on New Orleans’ 
roster. 

Brees’ four touchdown passes 
last week to four former undraft¬ 
ed free agents, who’d all turned 
pro within the past three years, 
was the latest instance of what 
has been an increasingly encour¬ 
aging sign for New Orleans dur¬ 
ing its 10-game winning streak. 
Relatively young, inexperienced 
receivers are winning their re¬ 
cord-setting QB’s trust and get¬ 
ting in the end zone. 

Four Saints have caught their 
first career touchdowns this 
season, among them: receivers 
Tre’Quan Smith, Austin Carr and 
Keith Kirkwood, and tight end 
Dan Arnold. Smith, a third-round 
selection out of mid-mqjor UCF, 
is the only one among them who 
was drafted. 

The 6-foot-6, 220-pound Arnold 
was a Division III college receiver 
who has been transformed into an 
NFL tight end since turning pro in 
2017, but never played before this 
season. The 6-3 Kirkwood, who 
spent most of his youth focused 
on basketball, didn’t start playing 
football until his senior year of 
high school and was signed as an 
undrafted rookie out of Temple. 
Carr is in his second season after 
being undrafted out of Northwest¬ 
ern. He played in one game last 



New Orleans Saints (10-1) 
at Dallas Cowboys (6-5) 

AFN-Sports 
2 a.m. Friday GET 
10 a.m. Friday JKT 


season without a catch. 

All of them have played promi¬ 
nent roles in the Saints’ offense 
in recent weeks, along with 
Smith, who two games ago caught 
10 passes for 157 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Arnold’s first-career touchdown 
came on a 25-yard throw down the 
middle in which he leaped with 
arms outstretched to grab it and 
came crashing down in the end 
zone. Recalling the explosion of 
noise in the Superdome and cele¬ 
brating teammates converging on 
him, he said, “Surreal is the per¬ 
fect word to describe it.” 

“It’s really cool just to look 
back and think of how far you’ve 
come,” he said. 

Arnold was inactive the first 
four games and made his first two 
catches at Baltimore in Week 7. 
He then caught two passes apiece 
against Cincinnati and Philadel¬ 
phia before his career-high four 
catches for 45 yards and a TD last 
week against Atlanta. 

Saints coach Sean Payton said 
Arnold was “big for a receiver, yet 
he came in here and made a good 
impression... we felt like he could 


make that switch (to tight end). 
He’s done a really good job.” 

Kirkwood made a diving catch 
on a low throw for his maiden TD, 
something he said he never envi¬ 
sioned when he was playing youth 
basketball with or against players 
such as Karl-Anthony Towns, 
Wade Baldwin, Malachi Richard¬ 
son and Deandre Bembry, who 
all wound up in the NBA. 

“I was a basketball fanatic. 
That was my thing growing up,” 
said Kirkwood, who spent the 
first half of the season on the 
practice squad before making 
his NFL debut three games ago 
in Cincinnati. “To come out and 
be this guy that no one thought I 
was in football is just a great ex¬ 
perience and accomplishment for 
me, but it’s something that a lot of 
guys back home and around the 
world can feed off of ... You know, 
there’s not just one sport in life. 
Go out and try as many things as 
you can and you never know what 
you’ll be successful at.” 

Kirkwood now has six catches. 

Carr has played all season and 
has just nine catches for 97 yards, 
but his touchdowns of 3 and 12 
yards in the past two games in¬ 
dicates the confidence the Saints 
have in him in red-zone situa¬ 
tions, when defenses are keying 
on the Saints’ more established 
skill players such as receiver Mi¬ 
chael Thomas and running back 
Alvin Kamara. 

“You have definitely seen teams 
try and neutralize Alvin and 
Mike,” Carr said, calhng the re¬ 
cent surge in scoring passes to him 
and other less-heralded targets “a 
testament to the depth and devel¬ 
opment of the younger guys.” 
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Broncos don’t 
worry about 
getting credit 

By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — First, Keenan Allen dis- 
ses Denver. Then, JuJu Smith-Schuster says the 
Steelers beat themselves. 

Seems nobody wants to give the resurgent Denver 
Broncos any credit, and that’s just fine with them. 

“This defense is built to stop anybody in this 
league,” safety Darian Stewart said in the after- 
math of Denver’s second straight win over a team 
that hadn’t lost since September. 

In the past two weeks, the Broncos (5-6) have 
snapped six-game winning streaks by the Char¬ 
gers (8-3) and the Steelers (7-3-1) despite allowing a 
whopping 1,006 yards and watching Pittsburgh and 
Los Angeles outgain them through the air by a stag¬ 
gering 425 yards. 

They’ve clawed their way back into the AFC play¬ 
off conversation, however, by piling up seven take¬ 
aways and committing zero turnovers. 

Allen refused to give any credit to his AFC West 
rivals after Philip Rivers threw for 401 yards and the 
Chargers controlled the clock for nearly 38 minutes 
two weeks ago in a last-second loss to the Broncos. 

“No, I don’t think they played well at all,” Allen 
snapped. “We dominated the game. Turnovers, we 
gave them some points and that’s what happened. 
They suck.” 

The Steelers dominated the clock Sunday, hold¬ 
ing the ball for 35 minutes to Denver’s 25, and Ben 
Roethlisberger threw for 464 yards, including a 
97-yard touchdown toss to Smith-Schuster that put 
Pittsburgh ahead 17-10 before the Broncos turned a 
Chris Harris Jr. interception and a fumble recovery 
by Stewart into 14 points for a 24-17 win. 

“One thing is if we get beat tremendously. I’ll take 
that. I’ll take that to heart that we lost because they 
were a better than us,” Smith-Schuster said after his 
13-catch, 189-yard afternoon. “But... I felt we beat 
ourselves.” 

Although Will Parks and several other Broncos 
dared mention the word playoffs after their latest 
victory, you can bet coach Vance Joseph will have 
none of it when they return to work Wednesday after 
earning an extra day off. 

“I’m proud of the win. Our team showed grit again 
and resilience to overcome adversity,” Joseph said 
Monday. “But again, defensively especially, there’s 
too many big plays. It’s unacceptable to give up that 
many big plays each week. A 97-yard touchdown in 
single high (safety) coverage, we can’t do that. 

“So, I’m very pleased that we won the football 
game but disappointed in the lapses that we have 
each week, and it’s got to stop. It’s got to stop for us 
to finish the season the right way.” 

That said, Joseph, whose coaching roots are on 
defense, acknowledged that in today’s game where 
college spread concepts such as run-pass option 
plays, jet sweeps and Wildcat snaps are all the rage, 
he’s had to adjust his thinking on what constitutes 
good defense. 
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Broncos defensive end Shelby Harris 
celebrates his stop of Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger at the goal line during the second 
half on Sunday. Harris also had an interception. 

“You do because they’re going to make yards. 
Yesterday, we saw more RPOs from Pittsburgh than 
I’ve seen in five years from that team,” Joseph said. 
“But that’s the league now. It looks like run but it’s 
pass. It’s almost impossible to defend, so you have to 
be a great tackling team and just keep the deep ball 
from beating you, get off the field on third downs 
and take the ball away. That’s the league, that’s 
where it’s going.” 

Although the Broncos are allowing more than 500 
yards a game the last two weeks, they’ve only yield¬ 
ed 19.5 points with seven takeaways. 

“If you can play great red zone defense and hold 
them to field goals, take the ball away, that’s the 
key,” Joseph said. “Because the yardage, you have 
to kind of ignore it. And that’s tough for us to do. I 
mean, 1,000 yards for our defense in two weeks, 
that’s tough. But 19.5 and seven takeaways, you’ve 
got to take it and be happy about it, right?” 

One of those takeaways was the game-saving in¬ 
terception by nose tackle Shelby Harris. 

After getting cut seven times by the Raiders, Jets 
and Cowboys, Harris has finally made a name for 
himself in Denver. 

“I’ll tell you what, my first spring here when I 
watched Shelby work out, I told [defensive line coach 
Bill] Kollar, ‘He’s got about a week before we cut 
him,”’ Joseph said. “He was that bad that spring and 
I guess the light came on and the guy’s been playing 
really good football for a year-and-a-half since I’ve 
been here.” 


Because the 
yardage, you 
have to kind of 
ignore it. I mean, 
1,000 yards 
for our defense 
in two weeks, 
that’s tough. But 
19.5 and seven 
takeaways, you’ve 
got to take it and 
be happy about it, 
right? ^ 

Vance Joseph 

Broncos coach 
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The Broncos’ Darian Stewart recovers a fumble by the Steelers’ James 
Conner on Sunday. Denver is allowing more than 500 yards a game the 
past two weeks but has yielded only 19.5 points with seven takeaways. 


Redskins claim 
ex-49er Foster 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

ASHBURN, Va. — The Wash¬ 
ington Redskins claimed Reuben 
Foster off waivers Tuesday after 
the San Francisco 49ers released 
the linebacker following a domes¬ 
tic violence arrest, though it’s un¬ 
clear if or when he’ll suit up for 
them. 

The team announced the move 
in a statement from senior vice 
president of player personnel 
Doug Williams acknowledging 
the circumstances surrounding 
Foster. 

“The Redskins fully under¬ 
stand the severity of the recent 
allegations made against Reu¬ 
ben,” Williams said. “If true, you 
can be sure these allegations are 
nothing our organization would 
ever condone. 

“Let me be clear, Reuben will 
have to go through numerous 
steps including the full legal pro¬ 
cess, an investigation and poten¬ 
tial discipline from the NFL, as 
well as meetings with counselors 
associated with the team before 
he will ever have the opportunity 
to wear the burgundy and gold as 
a player.” 


The NFL put Foster on the 
Commissioner Exempt list, and 
he can’t practice or attend games 
while the league continues to re¬ 
view his situation. It was not im¬ 
mediately clear if or when Foster 
would report to the team’s facil¬ 
ity, where he is allowed to be for 
meetings, individual workouts, 
therapy and rehabilitation and 
other non-football activities. 

The team says conversations 
with former Alabama teammates 
led to the decision to claim Foster. 
There are seven other Alabama 
products on the team. 

“Nothing is promised to Reu¬ 
ben, but we are hopeful being 
around so many of his former 
teammates and friends will even¬ 
tually provide him with the best 
possible environment to succeed 
both personally and profession¬ 
ally,” Williams said. 

Foster was arrested Satur¬ 
day night for an incident at the 
49ers’ team hotel in Tampa, and 
he was released the next morn¬ 
ing before their game against the 
Buccaneers. Reports emerged 
later Sunday that police had been 
called on Oct. 12 for another in¬ 
cident between Foster and the 
woman in Santa Clara. 


Colts short-handed for 
possible playoff push 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Andrew 
Luck might be playing the best 
football of his career. 

He’s still going to need help 
reaching the playoffs with mount¬ 
ing injuries threatening to derail 
the Indianapolis Colts’ late post¬ 
season push. 

One week after starting cen¬ 
ter Ryan Kelly went down with a 
left knee injury and one day after 
coach Frank Reich announced 
tight end Jack Doyle would miss 
the rest of the season with an in¬ 
jured kidney. Luck and his team¬ 
mates started preparing for the 
closing five-game stretch that will 
determine whether they end a 
three-year playoff drought. 

“We’ve done it before,” tight 
end Eric Ebron said Tuesday 
said when asked about the adjust¬ 
ments. “Everybody has to take on 
a heavier workload.” 

Doyle was injured late in the 
third quarter or early in the 
fourth, returned for two plays 
before leaving for good and then 
wound up in the hospital Sun¬ 
day night for what Reich called a 
“procedure.” 

But the hits have come hard and 
fast for Indy (6-5), which has won 
five straight to jump back into the 
playoff conversation. 

Kelly missed last week’s game 
with a sprained medial collateral 
ligament and without him, the 
Colts allowed their first sack in 


six games. Luck went 249 consec¬ 
utive drop-backs without being 
sacked, the longest streak of his 
pro career. 

Kelly’s status for this week 
is still to be determined though 
he said Tuesday he felt much 
better and was running on the 
treadmill. 

Running back Marlon Mack en¬ 
tered the concussion protocol dur¬ 
ing the fourth quarter Sunday, did 
not return and now his status also 
is in doubt this weekend. 

If he can’t go, the Colts will be 
down to their two rookies — Ny- 
heim Hines and Jordan Wilkins— 
and possibly Jonathan Williams, 
presuming nobody else is signed. 
Williams hasn’t played since Indy 
signed him to the practice squad 
Oct. 2. He was promoted to the ac¬ 
tive roster last week. 

One saving grace for Indy: 
Rookie linebacker Darius Leon¬ 
ard escaped a serious knee injury 
that briefly knocked him out of 
Sunday’s game after the first of¬ 
fensive play. Leonard returned 
and finished the game and con¬ 
tinues to lead the NFL with 114 
tackles despite missing one game 
in October. 

Doyle’s absence leaves a big 
hole on the field — and in the 
locker room. 

“It hurts,” Ebron said. “I’m 
more hurt because of the type of 
player he is and what he means 
to the team and to me. But we’ve 
done it before. We just have to ad¬ 
just a few things.” 
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OU over OSU 

Sooners up to 5th, Buckeyes 6th 
in new CFP rankings » Page 29 
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Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney, center, links arms with players as they march on the field before the 2017 Atlantic Coast Conference championship game. The second- 
ranked Tigers will face Pittsburgh for the ACC title Saturday night. Swinney says previous title game experience will help the No. 2 Tigers. 


Sticking to the routine 

No. 2 Clemson settles into familiar ACC title game prep for Pittsburgh 


By Pete Iacobelli 

Associated Press 

CLEMSON, S.C. 
lemson safety Denzel Johnson 
is very familiar with the routine 
leading up to the Atlantic Coast 
Conference championship game. 
Like most of his Tigers teammates, he’s 
been through it before. 

No. 2 Clemson (12-0, CFP No. 2) is seek¬ 
ing its fourth consecutive ACC crown and 
the Atlantic Division champ has a big edge 


in experience over first-time Coastal Divi¬ 
sion winner Pittsburgh (7-5) on Saturday 
night. Johnson, a redshirt junior, said play¬ 
ers know exactly the effort needed at drills 
and meetings this week to be primed to 
play for another ACC title. 

There’s a difference, Johnson said, be¬ 
tween well-prepared and comfortable. 

“As far as comfort, not at all, we’re never 
satisfied,” Johnson said. “We’re just treat¬ 
ing this like any other game, just the next 
game.” 

A game in which the Tigers have feasted 


on first-time opponents. 

The Panthers are the fourth different 
Coastal team Clemson has faced since its 
ACC title streak began in 2015. The Tigers 
topped North Carolina that year, Virginia 
Tech in 2016 and Miami a year ago. 

Clemson co-offensive coordinator Tony 
Elliott often doesn’t have to tell players 
what’s next as the week progresses. 

“They know what to expect out of each 
other,” he said. 

The consistency in routine is something 
Clemson coach Dabo Swinney has built into 


his program since he got the full-time job 
after the 2008 season. Players can’t per¬ 
form at their best each game if they think 
some games are bigger than others, Swin¬ 
ney believes. So he’s kept the focus on the 
Tigers and not on the opponent, the start 
time or how high the stakes might be. 

All of that, though, is magnified for 
Clemson in this one. 

A victory over Pitt would make Clemson 
the ACC’s first ever with four consecutive 
championship game victories. It would also 

SEE ROUTINE ON PAGE 29 
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